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INTRODUCTION

In 2010 the Recorders were given the opportunity to examine the farmstead of Bidwell Bar-
ton in the parish of Newton St Cyres (NGR 906982) which is within the Bishop of Exeter’s
historic Creedy Lands described in the Anglo-Saxon Charters of the tenth century.’ The six-
teenth century farmhouse, although considerably altered, is listed Grade II and the land is at
present organically farmed to produce vegetables for the local markets. The property is situ-
ated on the southern edge of the red Permian soils of the Crediton trough; at the time of the
tithe survey (1842) it consisted of 127 acres (51.39 Hect.) of mainly arable land including 13
acres (5.26 Hect.) of orchard, with an extensive range of buildings, some of which survive.
Generally the farm seems to have been a profitable one, with several enterprising owners and
tenants who kept the buildings up to date with the latest farming practices.

HISTORY

The name Bidwell, according to Westcote (View of Devonshire 1630) means “By the Well”
and there are certainly springs beside the house with an adjacent pond. The present house
was built in the sixteenth century by the family who took their name from the property, and
although Bidwells remained at nearby Langford until the 1750s by 1600 the farm was owned
by Edward Roope, whose two daughters martied into the Catholic family of Kirkham.? Dur-
ing the Commonwealth (1653-59) Thomas Kirkham of Bidwell was branded a ‘notorious
delinquent’ and heavily fined.? Later in the same century Francis Kirkham kept chaplains in
the house, two of whom died and were probably buried there.” After Francis Kirkham died
intestate in 1770 the property was sold in 1775 for £4,080 to Edmund Roberts,* whose fami-
ly had lived at Turlake in Upton Pyne since 1556. Members of his family lived at Bidwell
between 1785 and 1861 when Nicholas Roberts, who was unable to redeem an 1850 mort-
gage of £5,500 on the due date, was forced to sell to John Quicke of Newton St Cyres for
£10,260 in 1861,° he died that same year, aged 42. The Quickes had a succession of tenants,
the first of whom, Nicholas Cornish, was declared bankrupt and evicted in 1863 after unsuc-
cessful business dealings in Exeter.® He and his family left the area, eventually settling in
Northumberland, where they were still living in 1891.7 From 1865 to 1871 Albert Hockley
from Surrey is recorded as the tenant but by 1881 he had left to become a church minister at
Lynton. He was replaced by Thomas Pidsley (1878-1885), followed by Samuel and Emma
Templeman in 1886. Samuel died in 1898 aged 38 and for the next four years Emma ran the
farm herself with the help of her brother and a lad of 18. She then married Mark Stanbury of
Shobrooke in1902. They were joint tenants until 1920, when they purchased the freehold
from E.H.G. Quicke for £6,020 having borrowed £3,000, £2,000 of which had been repaid
by November 1928. Emma died in 1931 and bequeathed her share of the farm to her daugh-
ter Bertha Taverner, a farmer’s wife at Farrington. Mark appears to have paid £1,500 for her
share by a loan which was redeemed when he died in 1948 aged 75.% Derek Roy Stanbury
was the farmer from 1939 when Mark retired, until 1957 when he sold to F.S.F. Tucker from
Coombewillis in Bickleigh. Mr Tucker sold to the present owners Mr and Mrs Thomas in
2007.

THE BUILDINGS
The recorders have produced measured drawings of the large barns and the milking shippon,
but access to the other buildings was difficult and therefore only external dimensions were
taken, together with notes of their construction. Most of the buildings appear at firs{gight to
be late eighteenth century or early nineteenth century but a closer examination, coupled with
study of maps, sale notices and newspaper reports brings several surprises, although much of
what follows as to the dating is conjectural.

The house (A) was built in the sixteenth century as a 2 storey stone and cob cross passage
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thatched house with lateral chimney stack on the front elevation. It is now entirely rendered
externally with an assortment of windows inserted over the years and the thatch replaced by
concrete tiles in1961. The cross passage has been altered by removal of the front door to a
new position and conversion of the lateral stack to form one of a pair of buttresses. The rear
of the house has been extensively altered, with several new chimneys added; the house was
divided into two in 1973, but reverted to one dwelling in 2007. There was a dairy in the
house which has been removed. Electricity was not installed until after 1957. There is a
walled garden with lean-to outbuildings on the wall opposite the house.

The large 2 storey buildings NE of the house (B and C) are now used as vegetable pack-
ing sheds and storage. Although buildings are shown on the tithe map they were further from
the house, therefore it scems probable that these were pulled down and replaced by the Rob-
erts family around 1850 when they appear to have been expanding cider production. The
1860 sale notices list 80 hogsheads of cider plus empty casks and cask making materials and
states that “a large quantity of first quality cider has been annually sent to the London mar-
kets”.’

Building (B) is built of a mixture of stone, brick and cob, all rendered externally, with a
slate roof. There was an attached round house at the back for a horse engine; against the
back wall there is now a large pole barn with a corrugated iron roof beneath which timber is
stored. The building was probably built as a pound house where apples were stored and
crushed. It was used as a grain store from 1957 to 2007. The adjoining building (C) built
slightly later, is of similar construction but now has a corrugated asbestos cement roof. This
housed the cider press and barrel store. The curiously shaped building (D), also of similar
construction, may have been a cooper’s workshop and timber store. Inside on the ground
floor are two reused moulded oak beams which appear to have been part of a plank and mun-
tin screen, possibly removed from the house. All three of these buildings were probably slate
roofed from the outset.

Building (E) which is a timber framed lean-to clad with corrugated iron and described as
an implement shed, and later as a garage, was probably erected by Samuel Templeman
around 1885.

The tithe map of 1843 shows a large building opposite the house which was probably a
barn with a projection at the front and a horse engine house at the back. By 1889 this build-
ing had been considerably extended but by 1901 it had completely disappeared with the ex-
ception of the projection (F) which still remains and was used by the Tucker family to house
pigs and calves. The removal of the barn would have taken place during the tenancy of Sam-
uel Templeman between 1889 and 1898. At this same time buildings G and H shown in 1889
were replaced by larger ones - a cattle shed for 28 animals with a brick floor and loft over,
built mainly of stone and cob with timber framed front clad with corrugated iron and a feed
store at the west end of stone and cob. Behind this feed store a two storey brick processing
store was built in the 1920s. All these buildings are roofed with corrugated iron sheeting on
timber trusses.

Facing the cattle shed across the lane is building (I) fitted out as a milking shippon with
standings for 11 cows and a lean-to dairy on the north east end. Although the building ap-
pears on the tithe map it has since been considerably altered. The back and end walls are of
stone with an interior stone cross wall. The front is of modern block work with a range of
metal windows and three doors, the roof is corrugated iron with trusses probably twentieth
century although traces of an earlier roof remain; there is a hay loft at one end. In thg, sale
notice of February 1863,'° disposing of Nicholas Cornish’s property, are listed 2 cart horses,
5 young cart horses, a racehorse and 2 hunters, so it is possible that this was originally the
stable block. There are signs that the back wall and one end wall were built into the bank to a
depth of about 4 feet but this soil has since been removed.
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Building (J), an open fronted cart linhay of timber framing clad and roofed with corrugat-
ed iron, with a stone and cob back wall, is shown on the tithe map and could date from the
eighteenth century, when the Roberts family bought the farm.

Building (K), described by Mr Tucker as the tractor shed is built partly of stone and part-
ly of corrugated iron on timber framing. It is also shown on the tithe map and may have been
the trap house, extended in the 1940s to take larger equipment.

Building (L), a cattle shed, is built of stone with the front of timber frame and boarding
with two doors. Inside is a hay rack along the back wall with a brick crib beneath and a brick
floor with a drainage channel; there is a small hay loft. Now clad in corrugated iron, the roof
timbers appear original and suggest that it was thatched. It is similar in construction to the
cart linhay (J) and may also date to the eighteenth century.

Buildings (M) and (N) are large covered yard buildings erected by Mr Tucker after 1969.

Near the house are several stretches of cob wall 8-10 feet (2.43-3.05m) high which may
have surrounded a large walled garden,

Nicholas Roberts (1819-1861) called himself a gentleman rather than yeoman. He may
have raised the mortgage of £5,500 in 1850 to finance the building of the cider works. In
1863 at Nicholas Cornish’s bankruptcy examination the local land agents Helmores said that
in 1860 the land had been in a wretched state of cultivation. Illness may have caused Nicho-
las Roberts’ failure; he died within four months of losing the farm.

DESCRIPTION OF BUILDINGS NOT FULLY SURVEYED
The previous use of the buildings is the description given by Mr Tucker, whose family
farmed Bidwell for 50 years

Pig/calf shed. (F)
24ft 6in x 13ft; 91t to eaves (7.46 x 3.96 x 2.74 m) at the front; 16ft (4.87m) to ridge, at the
back (mono pitch) corrugated iron.
It is built of stone the top half of the back wall is corrugated iron. Both the front corners are
rounded (12in radius (0.30 m)). The right hand end wall has some timber work which shows
that the building had different pitch in the past. There is a wooden door in the centre of the
front with one window on each side. The left hand widow still has an original “hit and miss”
closure system. We think that this small building may have been attached to the front of a
much larger building shown on the Tithe map

Cattle shed with feed store at far end. (G and H)
311t 6in x 83ft 8in [59ft +241t 8in] (9.6 x 25.49 [17.98 +7.51] m); 8ft 8in (2.63m) to eaves
16ft (4.87m) to ridge.
Built mainly of stone and cob, the north section now has a corrugated iron front. The second
part built on later, has a 4ft (1.21m) stone plinth with rendered cob on the end. The front
probably open fronted originally, has had two thirds filled in with a stone wall and a win-
dow, the other one third is now a corrugated iron door. The roof is also corrugated iron,
probably thatched originally. There are two rectangular openings at ground level in the back
of the southern part.

Cartlinhay. (J)
371t 6in x 191t; 71t 6in to eaves (11.43 x 5.79 x 2.28m); 151t 6in (4.72m) to ridge; hipped
corrugated iron roof.
The back wall is 7ft (2.13m) of stone, topped with 21t 6in (0.76m) of cob, the ends are
boarded. -
Open fronted with wooden posts 8in x 7in (0.203 x 0.177m) dividing it into 4 bays. The roof
battens indicate that it was originally thatched.

Cattle shed. (L)
301t 6in x 13ft 6in; 8ft to eaves (9.29 x 4.11 x 2.43m); 151t (4.57m) to ridge; hipped roof of
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corrugated iron.
It is built of stone on three sides (20in thick (0.588m)) with the front (long side) built of
wood with two doors. There is a wooden hay rack on the rear wall with a brick and cement
crib underneath. The floor is brick with a drain channel running along what would have been
the rear of the animals. There is a small hay loft. The roof timbers indicate that it was origi-
nally thatched

Tractor shed. (K)
211t 6in x 14ft; 7t to eaves (6.55 x 4.44 x 2.13m); 12ft (3.66m) to ridge; corrugated iron
roof.
It is open at one end. The walls are of rendered cob on a stone plinth, half of the left hand
side has been replaced with corrugated iron.
These six buildings were part of the original farm.

CONCLUSIONS

It is unusual to find so many farm records for what is after all a fairly average Devon farm. It
was marked on Norden’s map of 1598 and on OS 1:2500 maps of 1889; 1901 and 1935, and
various local historians have also made references to it, in particular Westcot (1630) Risdon
(1630) and Oliver (1840). Its owners have been people of some importance, Richard Bidwell
was said to have been the Receiver of Subsidy for Henry VIIT'' and the family had their own
coat of arms. As he was a tenant of the Dean and Chapter of Exeter, more information might
be found in the Cathedral archives. Nineteenth century sale notices and reports of the bank-
ruptcy examination of Nicholas Cornish, all in the local newspapers, give many details of
sale prices, rentals, land use and crop values.

The cart shed, cattle shed and tractor shed are in poor condition; they have no purpose in
modern farming practise. Without the use of corrugated iron they would have fallen down
long ago, as is the case with so many buildings on farms. The long cattle shed with feed
store are now used for some storage. The roof is beginning to fail since we started our sur-
vey.
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DATE

900--1000
1041--1086

15501561

<al600
1630--1770
1753--1766
1770--1774
1775
1780--1787
1788--1819
1820--1841
1842--1860
1861--1863
1866--1871
1878.-1885
1886--1898
1898--1901
1902--1920
1920--19397
1939--1987
1957--2007

2007

OCCUPIERS

Part of CREEDY LANDS
DUNN(King's Thane)

RICHARD BIDWELL

EDWARD ROOPE

THOMAS KIRKHAM&helrs

Wm. HERRING (Kirkham tenant)

Robt. HERRING (Ditto)

Robt. HERRING (Roberts tenant)

Robt. HERRING (Ditto)

Joseph ROBERTS

Nicholas ROBERTS(1841 age 59)

Nicholas ROBERTS (1851 age 32)

Nicholas CORNISH (1861 age 28)

Albert HOCKLEY (Quicke tenant)
(1871 age 31)

Thomas PIDSLEY (Quicke tenant)
(1881 age 33)

Samuel TEMPLEMAN (Quicke tenant)
(1881 age 31)

Emma TEMPLEMAN(Quicke tenant)
(1901 age 38)

Mark&Emma STANBURY(Quicke tenant)

Mark&Fmma STANBURY

Derek Roy STANBURY

Fred.&Joyce TUCKER

Phillip&Helen THOMAS

NOTES & SOURCES

A/S Charters--Finberg/Hoskins
Domesday Book,Held of Bishop of Exeter

S0acres in Norton Manor D&C, Exeter
60acres in Gutton Manor G.Kirkham

Co-heiresses married Kirkham cousins
Westcote,View of Devonshire(1630)
Parish records
Ditto
Edmund Roberts bought— W.M.N.Junel1964
Land Tax Assessments

Ditto

Census, L.T.A.,Died 1842

Census. Sold to John Quicke Died 1861

Bankrupt,evicted D.W.T.Feb.1863
Census,P.0.Directory

Census,White's Directory

Census,Died 1898

Census,Widow,remarvied 1902

Estate papers

Bought freehold, 1920
F.J).Tudker

Ditto

P.Thomas
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’&-T HE Barton of Biduell

‘ - confifting of
.good farm houfe, wit exi :

gardens, fix acres of or"'cl'n’ard',I::: Tl:::: ’-::J;u:;:-.osur? -
good arab)e? meadow, and paftyre ground, on part 0h e
18 a good Lime roek and kiln ; firyate i:'n thl: W.‘;rco
Newton St, Cyres, in Devon, four miles !romPaE ;
and about midway betwgen Exeter'and Crediton, an: ::toﬂ
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r {0 the pofleffion of Mr. Robert Herfing, as tenant they

of
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ba".l’ ‘nd ]inhay; 'lth a !arden. n:r‘;q.l a3 ot

Sale notice 1774

BIDWILL BARTON, NEWTON S8T. CYRES,
DEVON.
@Four miles from Exeter, and one-and-half from Newton
: St. Cyres Railroad Station.
ESSRS. HELMORE and SON have
received instructions from the usgnees in the case
of Mr, Nicholas Cornish’s rraptey, to SELL, by Auétion,
on MONDAY and THURSDAY,, the 9th and 12th of MARCH
next, the' whole of his excallent FARM STOCK, Hay,
Cider and Casks, Household Furniture, &e;, &c., (namelyg,'
forty-seven couple ewes and lambs, twenty ewe hogs, cow
and calf, first-rate boar #g; twd superior black cart horses;
an excellent match, seven and eight years old, sixteen Hands | 1
high; five young and active dittd and harngsges ; a favorite | *
hunter and hurdle race horse, nated Blackbird, seven years | °
old, fifteen hands high, the winner of two hurdle , atid
a flat race in the last season, and has been donstantly ridden
by a lady; a chesnut Eel'ding,' eight years old, fifteen Hands | :
two inches high, well-bred and'lknown to a first-rate |
hunter, up to sixteen stone, the wihner of two steeple chases;
handsome brown cob, six years 'old, fourteen ds two
inches high, an excellent hack and hunter ; fifty hogsheads
of ]gnd e sweet cider and cask; twenty tons of clover'and
up hay in rick; fifty tons of mangold wurtzel; lot of
eese and hen fowls; largeassortment of modern implements, .
urdles, &c., &o. . !
Also, the whole of the Household Furnittire ist foud-post
and other bedsteads, with furniture, fenthet beds, blankets,
sheets, and counterpanes, &c., replete far six bedréoms,
-mhoga.rlly ini kt;?ﬁemd card tab d:;;to lmrs\ea'i1 chairs,
china, glass, an m:s'l.'u‘_e,.e]n.m:l}i asses, with ev
NECessAry kitchan: and culinary reﬂteg; for a larga"fa;.g
.asﬂbf.blishment, full particulars of which will appear in hand-
bills, H : ;
The Live and Dead Farm Stock and Implements will be
sold the first day to commence at 1.30 p.m. precisely; and
the Furniture on the second day to 'commence at:two p.m.
precisely.  Dated Cowley Hill, Exeter, 28rd Feb., 1863.
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Sale notice 1863



Emma Templeman / Stanbury

Mark Stanbury
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NEWTON ST.CYRES TITHE APPORTIONMENT 1842

Nicholas Roberts Himself Bidwell Barton

662 Broad Meadow Pasture ..4..2..5
663 Long Meadow Meadow ...5...2..30
664 Higher Meadow Pasture ...5...2...28
665 Barn Meadow Orchard & Plot Orchard ...1..1...12
666 Willow Bed Willows ....... 2....0
667 Back Orchard Orchard ...1...3...10
668 Garden Garden ... 3...8
669 Homestead & Garden -— . P -
670 Yew Tree Orchard Orchard ..1...1...10
671 Mow Plot Orchard Orchard ... 3...25
672 Fore Orchard Orchard ...1...0....0
673 East Down Arable .11...2...0
674 Patch Croft Arable ..5..l...0
675 Broad Close Arable .10..2...11
676 Glsson Pasture ...9...0...2
677 Yonder Narrow way Arable ...6..2..28
678 Oak Park Arable ..7..3...0
679 Scotch Close Arable ..5..1..25
680 Square Down Arable ..5..0..10
681 New Park Pasture ...1...3...30
682 Nursery Plot Arable ... 3.1
683 Budder Park Arsble ..7..3....0
684 Longford Down Arable ...6...2...20
723 Plantation Furze&Plin....1...3...35
727 Footland Meadow Arable ...1..3..35
728 Great Down Orchard Orchard ..3...3..22
729 Great Down Arable ..8...0...35
730 Plantation Plantation........ 2....0
734 Top Down Orchard Orchard ...2...2...22
737 Top Down Arable ..5..1...10

127...1...14
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Both barns have modern concrete floors
levelled throughout and extending to an apron
in front of the long barn [

0 { 2 3
g(.)dRTH |[|-:LEBVAT1[_ON 2F BARKNS E Metres Surveyed by John Cann and Brian Rolf
|awe arron 0 2 4 6 8 10 The Devonshire Association

| Newton St Cyres e 2011

|

|
l t is barn stands back 18ft ——s=

_, valley

| | | | e S S St N | | e A S

=—4" Wooden post

Though all the frusses and floors are drawn as
straight lines they are rough and uneven. especially

the tie beams of the trusses in the short barn
0 1 2 3

EAST-WEST SECTION OF BARN % :
S Metres  Surveyed by John Cann and Brian 30If

Bidwell Barton 0O 2 4 6 8 10 The Devonshire Association

Clyst St Cyres e 2011
Feet
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Joins to short barn

Breck repair
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Three barns viewed from south

View from north, short barn stands back



Roof trusses in short barn
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Reused moulded beam in small barn
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Simple door latch only openable from the inside.

Small original window in ¢ast elevation of small
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Part of large original barn, built of stone
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View south up track, Cattle shed on left, milking shippon on right.
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View down track cart shed in foreground.

Small tie up for cattle, almost as originally built, thatch replaced by G.I.
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APPENDIX A

Richard Bidwell died in 1560(0.s.). At his inquisition post mortem (P.R.O. Wards & Liver-
ies:Inquisitions p.m. vol.8 fol.22.) on 10 July 1561, the jury said he held amongst other land,
(346 acres in all) a messuage and 50 acres in Creedy, in the Dean and Chapter’s manor of
Norton (where Bidwell is situated). The map below shows that the house and surrounding
fields at Bidwell total 49 acres, 3 roods, 31 perches and could have been the original home
farm. This information is taken from Devon & Cornwall Notes & Queries Vol. 13. Note 111,
(pages 107-108)

Possible extent of Bidwell land held by The Dean and Chapter of Exeter in their manor
of Norton. 50 acres. (1561) d
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APPENDIX B

The Roberts family had been in the area since Tudor times. In the Stockdale
manuscript (Devon & Exeter Institution), folder F, letter no. 331 is from Edmund
Gay Roberts; he says that Turlake in Upton Pyne (NGR 904962) was purchased
by Edmund Roberts in 1556 and another estate at Bramford Speke later. They

also owned Ley, (the farm immediately to the north of Bidwell Barton).
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