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INTRODUCTION
In 2010 the Recorders were given the opportunity to examine the farmstead of Bidwell Bar-
ton in the parish of Newton St Cyres (NGR 906982) which is within the Bishop of Exeter's
historic Cieedy Lands described in the Anglo-Saxon Charters of the tenth century.r The six-
teenth century farmhouse, although considerably altered, is listed Grade II and the land is at
present organically farmed to produce vegetables for the local markets. The property is situ-
ated on the southern edge of the red Permian soils of the Crediton trough; at the time of the
tithe survey (1842) it consisted of 127 acres (51.39 Hect.) of mainly arable land including 13

acres (5.26 Hect.) of orchard, with an extensive range of buildings, some of which survive.
Generally the farm seems to have been a profitable one, with several enterprising owners and

tenants who kept the buildings up to date with the latest farming practices.

HISTORY
The name Bidwell, according to Westcote (View of Devonshire 1630) means "By the Vy'ell"
and there are certainly springs beside the house with an adjacent pond. The present house
was built in the sixteenth century by the family who took their name from the property, and
although Bidwells remained at nearby Langford until the 1750s by 1600 the farm was owned
by Edward Roope, whose two daughters married into the Catholic family of Kirkham.'Dur-
ing the Commonwealth (1653-59) Thomas Kirkham of Bidwell was branded a'notorious
delinquent' and heavily hned.3 Later in the same century Francis Kirkham kept chaplains in
the house, two of whom died and were probably buried there.a After Francis Kirkham died
intestate in1770 the property was sold inI7l5 for f4,080 to Edmund Roberts,a whose fami-
ly had lived at Turlake in Upton Pyne since 1556. Members of his family lived at Bidwell
between 1785 and 1861 whenNicholas Roberts, who was unable to redeem an 1850 mort-
gage of f,5,500 on the due date, was forced to sell to John Quicke of Newton St Cyres for
f.10,260 in 1861,s he died that same year, aged 42.The Quickes had a succession of tenants,
the first of whom, Nicholas Cornish, was declared bankrupt and evicted in 1863 after unsuc-
cessful business dealings in Exeter.6 He and his family left the area, eventually settling in
Northumberland, where they were still living in 1891.t From 1865 to 1871 Albert Hockley
from Surrey is recorded as the tenant but by 1881 he had left to become a church minister at
Lynton. He was replaced by Thomas Pidsley (1878-1885), followed by Samuel and Emma
Templeman in 1886. Samuel died in 1898 aged 38 and for the next four years Emma ran the
farm herself with the help of her brother and a lad of 18. She then married Mark Stanbury of
Shobrooke inl902. They were joint tenants until 1920, when they purchased the freehold
from E.H.G. Quicke for f.6,020 having borrowed f3,000, f2,000 of which had been repaid
by November 1928. Emma died in 1931 and bequeathed her share of the farm to her daugh-
ter Bertha Taverner, a farmer's wife at Farrington. Mark appears to have paid f,I,500 for her
share by a loan which was redeemed when he died in 1948 aged75.8 Derek Roy Stanbury
was the farmer from 1939 when Mark retired, until 1957 when he sold to F.S.F. Tucker from
Coombewillis in Bickleigh. Mr Tucker sold to the present o\À/ners Mr and Mrs Thomas in
2007.

THE BUILDINGS
The recorders have produced measured drawings of the large barns and the milking shippon,
but access to the other buildings was diffrcult and therefore only extemal dimensions were
taken, together with notes of their construction. Most of the buildings appear at firs$ight to
be late eighteenth century or early nineteenth century but a closer examination, coupled with
study of maps, sale notices and newspaper reports brings several surprises, although much of
what follows as to the dating is conjectural.

The house (A) was built in the sixteenth century as a2 storey stone and cob cross passage



thatched house with lateral chimney stack on the front elevation. It is now entirely rendered
externally with an assoftment of windows inserted over the years and the thatch replaced by
concrete tiles inl96l. The cross passage has been altered by removal of the front door to a
new position and conversion of the lateral stack to form one of a pair of buttresses. The rear
of the house has been extensively altered, with several new chimneys added; the house was
divided into two in 1973, but reverted to one dwelling in2007. There was a dairy in the
house which has been removed. Electricity was not installed until after 1957. There is a
walled garden with lean-to outbuildings on the wall opposite the house.

The large 2 storey buildings NE of the house (B and C) are now used as vegetable pack-
ing sheds and storage. Although buildings are shown on the tithe map they were further from
the house, therefore it seems probable that these were pulled down and replaced by the Rob-
erts family around 1850 when they appear to have been expanding cider production. The
1860 sale notices list 80 hogsheads of cider plus empty casks and cask making materials and
states that "a large quantity of first quality cider has been annually sent to the London mar-
kets".9

Building (B) is built of a mixture of stone, brick and cob, all rendered externally, with a
slate roof. There was an attached round house at the back for a horse engine; against the
back wall there is now a large pole barn with a corrugated iron roof beneath which timber is
stored. The building was probably built as a pound house where apples were stored and
crushed. It was used as a grain store from 1957 to 2007. The adjoining building (C) built
slightly later, is of similar construction but now has a corrugated asbestos cement roof. This
housed the cider press and barrel store. The curiously shaped building (D), also of similar
construction, may have been a cooper's workshop and timber store. Inside on the ground
floor are two reused moulded oak beams which appear to have been part of a plank and mun-
tin screen, possibly removed from the house. All three of these buildings were probably slate
roofed from the outset.

Building (E) which is a timber framed lean-to clad with corrugated iron and described as
an implement shed, and later as a garagq was probably erected by Samuel Templeman
around 1885.

The tithe map of 1843 shows a large building opposite the house which was probably a
barn with a projection at the front and a horse engine house at the back. By 1889 this build-
ing had been considerably extended but by 1901 it had completely disappeared with the ex-
ception of the projection (F) which still remains and was used by the Tucker family to house
pigs and calves. The removal of the barn would have taken place during the tenancy of Sam-
uel Templeman between 1889 and 1898. At this same time buildings G and H shown in 1889
were replaced by larger ones - a caftle shed for 28 animals with a brick floor and loft over,
built mainly of stone and cob with timber framed front clad with corrugated iron and a feed
store at the west end of stone and cob. Behind this feed store a two storey brick processing
store was built in the 1920s. All these buildings are roofed with corrugated iron sheeting on
timber trusses.

Facing the cattle shed across the lane is building (I) fitted out as a milking shippon with
standings for l1 cows and a lean-to dairy on the north east end. Although the building ap-
pears on the tithe map it has since been considerably altered. The back and end walls are of
stone with an interior stone cross wall. The front is of modern block work with a range of
metal windows and three doors, the roof is corrugated iron with trusses probably twentieth
century although traces of an earlier roof remain; there is a hay loft at one end. In tþsale
notice of February 1863,r0 disposing of Nicholas Cornish's property, are listed 2 carthorses,
5 young cart horses, a racehorse and2 hunters, so it is possible that this was originally the
stable block. There are signs that the back wall and one end wall were built into the bank to a
depth of about 4 feet but this soil has since been removed.
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Building (J), an open fronted cart linhay of timber framing clad and roofed with corrugat-
ed iron, with a stone and cob back wall, is shown on the tithe map and could date from the
eighteenth century, when the Roberts family bought the farm.

Building (K), described by Mr Tucker as the tractor shed is built partly of stone and part-

ly of corrugated iron on timber framing. It is also shown on the tithe map and may have been

the trap house, extended in the 1940s to take larger equipment.
Building (L), a cattle shed, is built of stone with the front of timber frame and boarding

with two doors. Inside is a hay rack along the back wall with a brick crib beneath and a brick
floor with a drainage channel; there is a small hay loft. Now clad in corrugated iron, the roof
timbers appear original and suggest that it was thatched. It is similar in construction to the
cart linhay (J) and may also date to the eighteenth century.

Buildings (M) and (N) are large covered yard buildings erected by Mr Tucker after 1969.

Near the house are several stretches of cob wall 8-10 feet (2.43-3.05m) high which may
have surrounded a large walled garden,

Nicholas Roberts (1819-1861) called himself a gentleman rather than yeoman. He may
have raised the mortgage of f,5,500 in 1850 to finance the building of the cider works. In
1863 at Nicholas Cornish's bankruptcy examination the local land agents Helmores said that
in 1860 the land had been in a wretched state of cultivation. Illness may have caused Nicho-
las Roberts' failure; he died within four months of losing the farm.

DESCRIPTION OF BUILDINGS NOT FULLY SURVEYED
The previous use of the buildings is the description given by Mr Tucker, whose family
farmed Bidwell for 50 years

Pig/calf shed. (F)
24ft6inx 13ft;9ftto eaves (7.46x 3.96 x 2.74m) atthe front; 16ft(4.87m) to ridge, atthe
back (mono pitch) comrgated iron.
It is built of stone the top half of the back wall is corrugated iron. Both the front corners are
rounded (12in radius (0.30 m)). The right hand end wall has some timber work which shows
that the building had different pitch in the past. There is a wooden door in the centre of the
front with one window on each side. The left hand widow still has an original "hit and miss"
closure system. We think that this small building may have been attached to the front of a
much larger building shown on the Tithe map

Cattle shed with feed store at far end. (G and H)
31ft 6in x 83ft 8in [59ft +24ft 8in] (9.6 x25.49 [17.98 +7.511m); 8ft 8in (2.63m) to eaves
16ft (4.87m) to ridge.
Built mainly of stone and cob, the north section now has a corrugated iron front. The second
part built on later, has a 4ft (1.21m) stone plinth with rendered cob on the end. The front
probably open fronted originally, has had two thirds filled in with a stone wall and a win-
dow, the other one third is now a corrugated iron door. The roof is also comrgated iron,
probably thatched originally. There are two rectangular openings at ground level in the back
of the southern part.

Cart linhay. (J)
37ft 6in x 19ft; 1ft 6into eaves (11.43 x 5.79 x2.28m);15ft 6in (4.72m) to ridge; hipped
comrgated iron roof.
The back wall is 7ft(2.I3m) of stone, topped with 2ft 6in (0.76m) of cob, the ends are
boarded. F
Open fronted with wooden posts 8in x 7in (0.203 x0.I77m) dividing it into 4 bays. The roof
battens indicate that it was originally thatched.

Cattle shed. (L)
30ft 6in x 13ft 6in; 8ft to eaves (9.29 x 4.ll x2A3m); 15ft (4.57m) to ridge; hipped roof of



corrugated iron.
It is built of stone on three sides (20in thick (0.588m)) with the front (long side) built of
wood with two doors. There is a wooden hay rack on the rear wall with a brick and cement
crib undemeath. The floor is brick with a drain channel running along what would have been
the rear of the animals. There is a small hay loft. The roof timbers indicate that it was origi-
nally thatched

Tractor shed. (K)
21ft 6inx 14ft;7ft to eaves (6.55 x 4.44 x2.l3m); 12ft (3.66m) to ridge; comrgated iron
roof.
It is open at one end. The walls are of rendered cob on a stone plinth, half of the left hand
side has been replaced with corrugated iron.
These six buildings were part of the original farm.

CONCLUSIONS
It is unusual to find so many farm records for what is after all a fairly average Devon farm. It
was marked on Norden's map of 1598 and on OS 1:2500 maps of 1889; 1901 and 1935, and
various local historians have also made references to it, in particular Vy'estcot (1630) Risdon
(1630) and Oliver (1840). Its owners have been people of some importance, Richard Bidwell
was said to have been the Receiver of Subsidy for Henry VIIIr I and the family had their own
coat of arms. As he was a tenant of the Dean and Chapter of Exeter, more information might
be found in the Cathedral archives. Nineteenth century sale notices and reports of the bank-
ruptcy examination of Nicholas Cornish, all in the local newspapers, give many details of
sale prices, rentals, land use and crop values.
The cart shed, cattle shed and tractor shed are in poor condition; they have no purpose in
modern farming practise. Without the use of corrugated iron they would have fallen down
long ago, as is the case with so many buildings on farms. The long cattle shed with feed
store are now used for some storage. The roof is beginning to fail since we started our sur-
vey.
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Three barns viewed from south

View from north, short barn stands back
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Roof trusses in short barn

Reused moulded beam in small barn
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Simple door latch only openable from the inside.

Small original window in east elevation of small

21



Part of large original barn, built of stone

-*.

View south up track, Cattle shed on left, milking shippon on right.
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View down track cart shed in foreground.

Small tie up for cattle, almost as originally built, thatch replaced by G.I.
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APPENDIX A

Richard Bidwell died in 1560(o.s.). At his inquisition post mortem (P.R.O. V/ards & Liver-
ies:Inquisitions p.m. vol.8 fol.22.) on 10 July 1561, the jury said he held amongst other land,
(346 acres in all) a messuage and 50 acres in Creedy, in the Dean and Chapter's manor of
Norton (where Bidwell is situated). The map below shows that the house and surrounding
fields at Bidwell total 49 acres, 3 roods, 3l perches and could have been the original home
farrh. This information is taken from Devon & Cornwall Notes & Queries Vol. 13. Note 111,
(pages 107-108)

Possible extent of Bidwell land held by The Dean and Chapter of Exeter in their manor
of Norton. 50 acres. (1561) ?
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APPENDIX B

The Robs¡t¡ frnlly hrd been h the rer ¡hce Tudor dnre¡, In the Stockdrle

mmusctfit @evon & Exeter Insütuüon), folder X', letter no. 331 is ftom Eùmrurd

Gqy RobeÉs; he rq¡rs thrt Trrlnhe in Upton Pyne (NGR 904962) wnr purrchrred

byEùnund Robert¡ h 155ó md enother estrte rt Branrford Speke lrter. They

rl¡o owned Ley, (the fr¡m lmmedlrteþ to the north of Bldwell Brrton).
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