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INTRODUCTION

The Parish of Gittisham lies midway between Honiton and Ottery St Mary in East

Devon. The 430 dual carriageway passes through the parish close to its northern

boundary.

The geology of the parish consists mainly of Triassic marls with overlying alluvium

towards the River Otter, and Upper Greensand of the Cretaceous period forming

the higher land to the south and east.

G¡ttisham Farm is part of the Combe Estate, purchased bythe Puttfamily in 1615.

ln 1845 it passed by marriage to the Marker family who are still the owners,

although they no longer live at Combe House, which is now an hotel.

The Tithe Survey of 1838 shows the land of Gittisham Farm to consist of 202 acres

(82 hect. )on the lower ground and a detached area of 111 acres (45hect.) on

Gittisham Hill. There were 179 acres (72hect. ) of arable,126 acres (îlhect.'¡ot

pasture or meadow, and 8 acres (Shect ) of orchard.

The farmstead appears to have been completely rebuilt some time between 1838

and 1889 when the 1st Edition Ordnance Survey map (25 inch to the mile) was

produced. The large barn carried a datestone of 1843 and the initials TP and was

part of a yard with farm buildings on three sides, the house and a smaller yard with

cider works forming the fourth. There was also a range of buildings outs¡de the

south-west corner of the yard, some of which still remain. The buildings on the

west side were replaced some time ago and when planning permission

was sought for the barn to be demolished the Recorders were asked by Devon

Çounty Council's Conservation Officer to record the old building and any others

which were thought to be of interest.

The barn survey was carried out between 1995 and 1996, followed by a survey of

the cider works in the small yard in 1997.
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THE BARN

The Barn is 58 feet by 21 leet (17.6m by 6-4m) built of stone with a slate roof in

1843. The wooden threshing floor is about 4 feet (1.2m ) from the ground on the

south side, which would make it easier to load on to wagons. On the north side the

floor is 8 feet (2.4m) f rom the ground with a stone platform outside each door with a

set of steps parallel to the walls down to the ground. lt is in poor cgndition with two

steel tiebars 10 feet (3m) apart running across the building with plates outside the

walls.

Below the wooden floor there is a room at each end the full width of the building.

Between the two sets of steps there is an area open on the north side, again the full

width of the building. At the eastern end the roof line carries on to give a covered

loading area with a door through to the barn at first floor level. At the western end

there was originally a horse engine for four horses. The building is still there, but

the machinery has gone. There is only one shaft and a pulley left in the room

below the barn floor at that end.

The building is used at present to mill and mix cattle feed using home produced

grain and bought-in proteins and supplements. The covered loading area now has

a large circular grain silo standing in it.

Since the survey the Barn has been demolished and replaced by a modern

agricultural building, but the datestone has been incorporated into a brick panel

with a plaque containing a brief description of the old building.
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Gittisham Farm
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THE CIDER WORKS

Whilst talkinq to the farmer about the missinq horse enqine machinerv at the end of

the barn he took us to a small courtvard adioinino the farm house and showed us a

horse enqine with all the machinerv to make cider.

It was decided that as this was a complete set of machinerv it would be worth

recordinq.

The horse enqine is not larqe, probablv worked by a ponv or small horse. There is

verv little clearance between the drivinq arm and the walls. lt is ouite well made:

the main shaft is turned with the top part finished as an octaqonal. The bottom of

the main shaft has a bearino set in a stone about 18 inches (450mm) square; the

top bearinq is fixed to an I inch bv 9 inch (20.3cm bv 22.8cm) wooden beam which

runs across the buildino. The drivinq arm and supports are planed and chamfered.

The qear wheel is cast iron (similar to one at Upton Hellions) 57 inches (1.44m\ in

diameter with 96 teeth. The pinion wheel is missinq, but the wooden pinion wheel

bearinq carrier is in situ with a clever adiusting system using wooden wedges.

THE APPLE MILL AND PRESS

The shaft from the horse enqine drives one of a pair of curved tooth mill gears

through which the apples pass to be crushed.

The twin screw press is of the pull down Wpe, with an overhead shaft and chains

worked by a winch on the floor to raise the press head.

Operation

The apples were unloaded throuqh a door in the back of the buildinq, where the

ground is hiqher, on to the floor above the horse enqine. The apples (probably in

sacks) were then tipped into the chute in the floor, above the apple mill.

Pulp from the mill was then carried to the press in buckets. The cheese of apple

pulp and straw was built up to the bottom of the raised press head. The press



would then be screwed down, using long bars which fitted the press ruts,

squeezing out the juice. The juice was collected in a wooden tub known as a

trunnel, standing in a pit below ttrc hp of the prcss base. Buckets w$re used to

carry the juice into the adjoining cellru to be poured into barrels, and left to

ferment and become cider.

The equipment was last used around 1950, but if the room was cleared of all the

items stored there, and a new pinion gear founù the whole could be operational

again. During World War II up to 4,000 gallons (1500{l litres) r*"ere made

annually, between late autumn and Christmas. [t was not sold on the premises

but sent to Whiteways at Whimple.
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CONCLUSIONS

Planning permission for the demolition of the barn was granted in August 1gg7 and

work took place soon after this. The reasons for demolishing the barn were

numerous and compelling. Although it is regrettable that an aesthetically attractive

building should be demolished this sentiment should be balanced against the

needs of a working farm.

From a cursory glance at the exterior of the barn the building appeared to be in a

reasonable condition but on closer inspection it was evident that there was

extensive deep cracking to the masonry. Major repair work would have been

necessary to bring the building up to the rigorous standards required to satisfy the

Health and Safety Regulations which states among other things that feed needs to

be stored in a vermin proof building. lf the farmer had been able to satisfy all of

these requirements he would have been left with a building which would not only

be unsuitable for his needs but one which would stand in the way of the smooth

running of thefarm which has expanded from 313 acres (126 ha.) in 1838 to 5S0

acres (222 ha.) today and is served by a yard of modern buildings.

The farmer keeps cattle and grows his own grain for animal feed which was milled

in the building and mixed. A new building has been designed specifically for these

purposes, it also houses a workshop for servicing farm machinery which is large

enough for vehicles to drive into for repair under cover. This new arrangement

improves the flow of operations around the farm yard.

It is customary in modern farming practice to keep the working buildings away from

the farm house. The building which contains the cider works is on a smaller scale

than the barn and being close to the house can be still used for domestic purposes

and small scale crop storage. The construction of the building appears to be sound

so it is likely that it will remain.



Throughout the centuries farming practice has underqone continual chanqes with

the result the working buildings have been adapted or replaced to comply with

these chanqes. Gittisham farm is no exception. By comparinq the ïthe Map dated

1838 with the O.S. Map of 1889 we can see that the farm had been completely

modernised during this period. Who knows what interestinq buildinq were swept

away during this time?
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NOTES

1 The last Putt to reside at Combe was Thomas, son of Reymundo Putt of Plynnuth . He died unmarried in

August 1844, aged 86 and the estate was lett to h¡s nephews Henry \Mlliam Marker and Thomas John Nlarker as

tenants in common.Devon & Ørnwal/ Notes & Queries Vol. 19. Note 175.

2 The fact that Thomas Putt's initials are on the 184Íì datestone suggests that he may have been the instigator

of the farm rebuilding which was continued after his death.
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