
DARTMOOR BARROWS AND
KISTVAENS

FORM AND STRUCTURE OF BARROWS

A
 BARROW is essentially an artificial mound raised on the site 
of one or more interments. Varying with the period and with 
the race erecting the barrow, it may in plan be either round, 

long (i.e. elliptical or ovoid), or may assume a more complex form, 
such for instance as that of a ship.

All known Devonshire barrows are of the round type. The diameter 
at the base of the Devonshire barrows varies from 9 or 10 to 120 ft and 
over. The present height above the surrounding ground varies from 
a barely perceptible mound to a heap 12 ft high, and possibly more.

Although very small barrows frequently prove disappointing on 
excavation, it must not be thought that the probable yield of any can 
be estimated pro rata to the size.

The mounds are made in various ways and of varying materials. 
Where stone of convenient size was readily obtainable the barrow 
usually became a cairn formed of stone only; where stone was practic
ally absent earth and soil were used; where stone was sparingly obtain
able the centre of the barrow is frequently a small cairn, and this is 
covered with soil to a greater or less depth.

CAIRNS

These are more usually found in the Dartmoor area, although by no 
means infrequent elsewhere. Off Dartmoor barrows constructed wholly 
of stone are usually of small size.

A complete list of the known cairns would be much too long for 
insertion here. On Dartmoor, Drizzlecombe, Pen Beacon, and Three 
Barrows Tor yield excellent examples of the larger size; while small 
examples are found at Cosdon, Raddick Hill, Shaugh Lake, and else
where. Instances occur, as at Fernworthy, where topsoil or ‘meat earth’ 
was removed over the area to be occupied by the cairn, and the stones 
rest on the subsoil or ‘calm’.

Cairns are peculiarly liable to disturbance and robbery: they are 
ready-made collections of loose stones more or less suitable for many 
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purposes. On Wigford Down one was removed as road-metal; on 
Birch Tor a similar robbery was partly accomplished; Western Whitta- 
burrow was partly remodelled to form a house for the workmen at 
Redlake peat works; visitors from Torquay and other towns have been 
known to spend many hours, week-end after week-end, remodelling 
the cairns to suit their tastes; the cairn known as ‘Heap of Sinners’ on 
Huntingdon Warren has been built up to a grotesque cone; treasure 
seekers through the ages have dug into the cairns and scattered the 
stones; ferreting parties have dug out ferrets which had lain up; merely 
climbing about on the cairns, by both men and animals, must have 
much disturbed their contours; there is probably no one example of 
which it would be safe to state the original form and dimensions. Even 
the Ordnance Survey, and more recently the Army practising survey
ing on Dartmoor, have contributed to the deformation of these relics.

A common error attributes too great a proportion of the cairns to 
the hill-tops, especially on Dartmoor. Large cairns are possibly more 
frequent on the summits, but large cairns are found where the necessary 
loose rock is most easily obtained. They are by no means unknown 
in the valleys—as for instance the cairns on the western slope of Pen 
Beacon, which lie 300 ft below the summit level; or Giant’s Basin and 
its companion at Drizzlecombe, which are merely on a hillside; or the 
cairn west of Ditsworthy Warren House, which is well down in the 
valley. Again, if it is true that there is a summit cairn at Shavercombe 
Head, it has a companion in the same valley, 270 ft lower in position.

A curious feature of some of the summit cairns is that they are con
structed around and over natural exposures of rock, and thus have the 
summit rocks of the tor, or a part of them, as a core. This certainly 
adds to the apparent size of the stone heap and gives it greater promin
ence; but it has not as yet been discovered how, under such circum
stances, the interment was placed. The remains of such a cairn are to 
be found on the summit of Yar Tor, and, a little away from the summit 
of Corndon Tor, a considerable cairn may be seen to have been 
founded on a rock outcrop. Other localities might be named, as, for 
instance, Lynch Tor in the Tavy Valley.

A view of the cairn near the summit of Corndon Tor is given in 
Pl. 30 (1). Its present height is 10 ft 6 in. It is founded on a natural 
exposure of rock, as is shown in Pl. 30 (2). The diameter is c. 84 ft. 
Five hundred and fifty yards a little west of north of it lies another 
cairn, its height 12 ft 6 in., which has been much disturbed. The 
approximate diameter is 120 ft (Pl. 30 (3) ). This cairn has a companion 
about 120 yds away to the ene., standing on sloping ground, its 
height 6 ft 6 in. on the uphill, and 12 ft 6 in. on the downhill side, and 
its diameter approximately 66 ft (Pl. 31 (1) ). Pl. 32A gives a view of 
the summit barrow on Three Barrows, Erme Valley, its height 8 ft 6 in., 
and its diameter 139 ft.
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The group of remains at Drizzlecombe terminates to the north-east 

in a cairn of 56 ft diameter and 7 ft in height (Pl. 31 (2) ). Associated 
with the same group is the mound known as ‘Giant’s Basin’, 71 ft across 
and 10 ft high, deriving its name from a central unnatural depression 
which is 6 ft 6 in. deep (Pl. 31 (3)).

EARTH BARROWS WITH CENTRAL CAIRNS OR WITH
DOMED LAYER OF STONES

In Devon as a whole, both earth barrows and composite barrows, 
partly of earth and partly of stone, the materials separate, are numerous. 
Earth, however, appears to have been considered a less desirable 
material than stone for the construction of a barrow; and where stone 
was not present in sufficient quantity to provide a considerable mound, 
the core of the barrow immediately Over the interment was frequently 
formed of this material and earth heaped on outside and over to increase 
the size of the erection.

Hameldon (Hamel Down) provides a Dartmoor example of a small 
central cairn in an earth barrow, and in this instance the margin of 
the barrow is built in stone also. On White Hill, Lydford, a rude domed 
kist covers a pit in the calm.

PAVING

A rudely paved area is frequently found under barrows and cairns. 
The pavement usually consists of selected flat stones, or stones as flat 
as the neighbourhood will provide.

It may be sometimes this paving has served purpose as a hearth; but 
at other times, as at Two Barrows, Hameldon, the paving is connected 
with, and an apparent extension of, the cover-stone over an inter
ment (see p. 166).

Paved circles adjoining kistvaens, and giving evidence of having 
served as hearths for considerable fires, have been found at Deadman’s 
Bottom, Langcombe, no barrows having been erected over the circles.

One of the Red Barrows on Soussons Common (Barrow No. 2) 
was found to have a paved area adjoining an interment pit, the area 
of paving stones being very similar to that found in a barrow near 
Halwill, North Devon.

RING CAIRNS

Rings formed of stones of the size usually used in the construction 
of cairns are sometimes found. The stones are thrown together with 
no attempt at walling, and excavation has proved that we are not deal
ing with rough hut-circles. These ‘ring cairns’ are puzzling. The history 
of one, situate at the higher point of Wigford Down, is known. Here 
the ring is the margin of a large cairn which has otherwise been com
pletely removed for road-mending and hedging, having for years been 
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utilized as a convenient quarry. The same explanation may apply to 
some other instances, but very doubtfully to all.

THE INTERMENT

Some barrows, especially among the smaller examples, appear to 
have been erected immediately over the site of the cremation without 
any effort having been made to localize the interment.

In others the ashes, or a portion of them, were gathered into a small 
pit sunk in the subsoil and sometimes covered with a selected stone; 
or the ashes were placed in a vessel which again had the protection of 
a kistvaen or built chamber of some sort.

INTERMENT PITS IN SUBSOIL

Interment pits containing ashes are rarely of any considerable size. 
A cairn explored by Mr. Burnard, situate in Stannon Bottom, yielded 
an um-shaped pit, 18 in. wide at the mouth, swelling to 20 in. at the 
broadest part, and 15 in. deep. The illustrations (Fig. 49) show the 
shape of this pit and its relation to the cairn.

A cairn near Hemstone Rocks, opened by the Dartmoor Explora
tion Committee, also yielded an urn-shaped pit 12 in. in diameter at 
the mouth, 17 in. at the widest part, and 22 in. in depth (Fig. 50). This 
pit had a cover-stone.

In a barrow on White Hill, Lydford, the pit was paved, and in 
another barrow on the same down the pit was covered with a rude 
domed ‘kistvaen’.

These pits are also to be found sunk beneath the floors of genuine 
kistvaens, as at Great Gnat’s Head and Deadman’s Bottom, Plym 
Valley.

In Lar Tor Newtake three out of eight small cairns were opened, and 
under each was found an interment pit in the subsoil, containing much 
charcoal. Two of these pits measured 24 in. x 15 in. x 16 in. deep, 
and 16 in. diameter x 24 in. deep, respectively, all three pits being 
covered with flat stones, set leaning inward, with a flat stone immedi
ately over the pit.

The following is a list of the chief localities on Dartmoor from 
which pits sunk in the subsoil under barrows and cairns have been 
reported. Dimensions can be given for some of the pits.

Archerton Newtake, between Row Tor Marsh Brook and 
Cherry Brook: two cairns.

Archerton Tennis Ground: kistvaen, cavity lined with small 
stones.

Chagford Common: four small cairns.
Drizzlecombe: cavity 36 in. x 20 in. x 18 in. deep, no cover

stone.
Great Gnat’s Head, Plym Valley: kistvaen.



Fig. 49. Cairn at Stannon Bottom: (above) pit in ‘calm’, (below) section.

Fig. 50. Pit under cairn near Hemstone Rocks.



Fig. 51. Kistvaen, Langcombe, Plym Valley.



Fig. 51a. Kistvaen, Ringmoor Down, near Legis Lake.
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Great Whiten Tor, Postbridge: pit covered by flat stone.
Grey Wethers, near: two small barrows.
Hare Tor, near Tavy Cleave: 18 in. to 24 in. deep.
Homs Cross, near: 15 in. diameter, 17 in. deep.
Hurston Ridge.
Hemstone Rock, north of: three cairns, cover-stone to one pit.
Lakehead Hill, kist near Bellaford Newtake Gate, 15 in. dia

meter, 11 in. deep.
Langcombe, Deadman’s Bottom: kistvaen.
Langstone Moor.
Metherel, circle No. 6, 36 in. x 30 in. x 12 in. deep, large 

cover-stone.
Pen Beacon: “cover-stone with hollow space under”.
Riddon Ridge.
Ringmoor, near Brisworthy Circle: 24 in. diameter, 7 to 8 in. 

deep.
Soussons Common, Red Barrows, No. 1 and 2.
Stannon Bottom: pit, urn-shaped.
White Hill, Lydford: three barrows, in one of which the pit 

was paved, and in another it was covered over with a rude 
domed kist of large stones.

Wedlake Combe and Walkham Valley, between.
Whittor, east of, near Langstone Menhir, 8.

KISTVAENS

There is sufficient evidence that Devonshire kistvaens, with certain 
rare exceptions, were originally covered by barrows, although some 
now stand practically free on the surface.

A kistvaen as a means of localizing the interment is a more elaborate 
device than a mere pit in the subsoil, with which, however, it may be 
found associated.

The term has been and is used somewhat loosely, being applied to 
the stone chest of the well-known Dartmoor type, consisting of four 
slabs of stone on edge, and forming the sides, with a fifth slab as the 
cover-stone; and also used in connexion with small domed chambers 
built of many stones, or oblong chambers in which the sides are walls 
of dry rubble.

In the Dartmoor type the sides and cover-stone are .slabs of granite. 
As a typical example of a Dartmoor kistvaen, an illustration is given of 
one in Langcombe, near Plym Steps (Fig. 51), another on Ringmoor 
Down, near Legis Lake (Fig. 51 a), and photographs of two others on 
Plate 33. These and the Thornworthy Kist (Pl. 32B) are among the 
more perfect specimens to be found on the moor.

On the summit of Great Nodden, near the source of the River Lyd, 
is a small grave, first reported by Mr. F. Brent. The local stone is slate, 
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and this has been utilized to build a small walled kist, “wedge-shaped 
in form, the broad end semi-circular, and the sides somewhat elliptical, 
fining off into almost a point”. “The sides are built of pieces of slaty 
stone, so arranged that the cleavage sides of the stone form a fair per
pendicular wall all around, no slabs or large stones being used.”

A paved floor was present in a small kist on Langstone Moor (see 
p. 174). On Legis Tor is a kist set on an earth-fast boulder, which 
supplies a floor. It is usual, however, that the floor of a kistvaen should 
be the bare subsoil, the side and end stones being slightly set in this, 
the topsoil or ‘meat earth’ surrounding the sides on the outside, the 
cover stone above the original surface of the ground, and over all a 
barrow or cairn.

Langstone Moor kist when opened was found to have been refilled 
after construction with subsoil material containing small pieces of wood 
charcoal and a little bone ash. On Watern Down, Chagford Common,

Fig. 52. Section of cairn and kistvaen, Raddick Hill.

a kistvaen was found similarly filled with subsoil material, in which was 
embedded a beaker; on Raddick Hill Mr. Burnard found another in
filled kist; and at Thornworthy a kist was found filled, or almost so, 
with black soil. All these were previously undisturbed examples, and it 
would appear obvious that some kistvaens at least were filled in im
mediately after the interment, and before the cover-stone was put on or 
the barrow raised. Every undisturbed example hitherto found on Dart
moor agrees in this particular, but four instances are not sufficient for a 
generalization.

The Raddick Hill kistvaen is in some sense a connecting link between 
the domed form (well illustrated from Broad Down, East Devon) and 
the perpendicular-sided form, for here the sides were sloped toward 
each other and small stones used to replace the usual covering slabs 
(Fig. 52).

Double kistvaens are not unknown, as for example on Cosdon 
Beacon, where the foot-stone of one kist is the head-stone of another.
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The following list of kistvaens, long as it is, is unlikely to be complete. 
No kists, it is believed, are included which are not of the typical Dart
moor form. The great majority have been individually described, with 
photograph (or sketch) and plan, in the Reports of the Barrow Com
mittee (from the nineteenth onwards). The locations are grouped in 
areas which approximate to watersheds.

Avon
Brentmoor House
Brockhill Ford

Erme
Butterdon Hill
Lower Piles
Brown Heath, nr Erme Pound
Redlake Foot
Staldon Moor (Stall Down) 
Burford Down

Yealm
Dendies Waste
Harrowthom Plantation, n. of
Ranny Brook, two

(second teste Falcon)
Ranny Brook, n. of

Plym
Lee Moor, e. of Trowlesworthy
Lee Moor, Willing Walls War

ren, two
HentorWarren and Shavercombe, 

five
Langcombe, nr Plym Steps
Langcombe, Deadman’s Bottom, 

five
Langcombe, ‘ Grimsgrave’
Langcombe, opposite ‘Grims

grave’
Langcombe, sw. of ‘ Grimsgrave’ 
Calveslake
Great Gnat’s Head 
Drizzlecombe, three
Leeden, nw. of Drizzlecombe
Gutter, summit
Gutter, n slope

Legis Tor, two
Legis Lake, Ringmoor
Wigford Down

Meavy
Outcombe, Deancombe
Down Tor
Raddick Hill, two
Old Rifle Range, Hessary

(teste Rowe)
Stanlake
Lether Tor

Walkham
Ingra Tor
Merrivale
Langstone Moor, nr circle (small, 

with paved bottom)
Vixen Tor

Tavy
Langstone Moor, e. of Whittor 

(made of local greenstone)

Lyd
Doe Tor

East Ockment
Winter Tor (teste Prowse)

Taw
Cosdon, end of triple row, two in 

one barrow
Cosdon, N. side of summit, two

Teign
Watern Tor, towards Hound Tor
Shuggledown (Barrow F)
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Shuggledown, nr Thornworthy 

Corner
Thornworthy, two in one barrow
Fernworthy (Barrow No. 2) 
Hemstone Rocks, n. side 
Meacombe

Bovey
Watern Down, Hurston Badge 

(previously undisturbed)
King’s Oven, Watern Down, nr 
Hound Tor, nr Manaton

Webburn
Blackslade Down
Hameldon (Hamel Down), se. 

slope
Grimslake, source
Soussons Common, Ephraim’s 

Pinch

Dart
Yar Tor
Stannon Newtake, Postbridge
Roundy Park, Postbridge
Chittieford Down, n. of Archer

ton House

Archerton Tennis Ground
Cherrybrook and Router Brook, 

between
Stennen Hill, Powder Mills, two 
Lakehead Hill and Newtake, six 
Believer Newtake
Black Newtake, nr Cherrybrook, 

three
Dunnabridge Common 
Dunnabridge Pound Farm
Muddy Lakes Newtake 
Crow Tor
Beardown House, ne. of [teste

Bray)
Round Hill, nr Two Bridges, 

three
Blackabrook, foot of Round Hill, 

three
Blackabrook, near Blackey Tor
Royal Hill, nr Blackabrook, 

‘ Crock of Gold’
Royal Hill, se. side, three
Nun’s Cross Farm
Fox Tor Mire, near, two
Childe’s Tomb
Fox Tor Newtake, two
Joan Ford’s Newtake, Swincombe 
Hensroost, Skir Hill

A typical kistvaen, then, is a small chest with sides and ends of stone 
slabs, resting on natural subsoil, and over all a stone cover. A ‘ dolmen’ 
(p. 180) may differ from a kistvaen only by its greater dimensions, 
although most dolmens comprise in their construction more than the 
essential five slabs which go to form the typical kist. But the term kist
vaen has at times been loosely used, and applied to any small burial 
chamber constructed in stone. If accompanied by adequate description, 
however, this usage is convenient and free from objection.

Since size enters into the definition, it is convenient to deal with this 
statistically. It is not every kistvaen which is sufficiently well preserved 
to enable accurate measurements to be taken, but seventy-three measur
able Dartmoor examples give the following results. The average inter
nal length is 3 ft in. (median, or positional mean, 3 ft 0 in.) the 
average internal width is 1 ft 11 in. (median, 1 ft 10 in.). The depth, 
measured from the underside of the cover-stone to the bottom edge of 
the side stones, can frequently only be obtained by excavation; it is 
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known as regards 28 of the above 73 kistvaens, and the average (and 
median) depth is 2 ft 7| in.

Two kists were originally reported with lengths of 7 ft and 6 ft 6 in. 
These are at Merrivale, and Roundy Park, Postbridge. With another 
on the summit of Lakehead Hill they had once been ‘ restored’—much 
too generously, as is now certain. The longest kist, when these are 
excluded, is 4 ft 9 in. The largest of the selected group is 4 ft 6 in. long, 
2 ft 10 in. wide, and of unknown depth. This kistvaen is on Willings 
Walls Warren, in the Plym Valley, and was first reported by T. A. 
Falcon (T.D.A., Vol. 37, p. 458). It was illustrated in B.R. 51 (T.D.A, 
Vol. 44, p. 115). Another, in Black Newtake, has a length of 4 ft 9 in., 
width of 2 ft 3 in., and depth of 2 ft 7 in. (T.D.A., Vol. 57, p. 62).

The greatest ascertainable depths are: 3 ft 3 in., which has twice been 
found, and one which varied from 3 ft 2 in. to 3 ft in. (Redlake 
Foot).

The kistvaen smallest in its every dimension is 1 ft 9 in. in internal 
length, 1 ft 1 in. in width, and 1 ft 2 in. in depth. It once lay on Lang
stone Moor, Petertavy: now it is housed in the Plymouth City 
Museum. This little chest had a paved floor (p. 171).

There is no evidence that any of the side, end or cover-stones were 
artificially shaped to their purpose in any of the Dartmoor kistvaens, or 
anywhere in Devon. As regarding the plan of the structures the normal 
method of construction, in which the end stones are set between the 
side stones, renders any regulation of the length of the side stones quite 
unnecessary; while the end stones need only be so selected that there is 
no excessive inequality. In the matter of the depth of the stones a ready 
adjustment to bring the upper edges to one level was found in setting 
at a greater or less depth in the subsoil. The cover-stone had merely to 
be large enough; irregularity of outline was held to be permissible. 
Even the desirable feature that all the stones should be slab-like was by 
no means universally observed. The one essential was that the surfaces 
actually lining the chamber should be reasonable approximations to 
flat planes. It is none the less a fair general description of these structures 
that they are built of slabs of rock. These the natural jointing of the 
granite on Dartmoor, and of the sedimentary rocks elsewhere, pro
vided reasonably ready to hand.

In a kistvaen of somewhat more recent date on Samson in the Isles of 
Scilly the side stones are grooved to receive the end stones. Nothing 
similar has been found in Devon. The absence of this grooving in 
Devon cannot be accounted for by superior hardness of the stone, since 
the Samson kist, like those on Dartmoor, is built of granite.

The kistvaen known as the ‘Crock of Gold’, in Tor Royal Newtake, 
may be taken as a type of normal construction (Fig. 53). The side stones 
are held apart by the end stones, and one of these being somewhat the 
longer the width at that end is greater.



Fig. 53. Kistvaen in Tor Royal Newtake, ‘Crock of Gold’.

Fig. 54. Kistvaen in Joan Ford’s Newtake, Swincombe.
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The builders were, however, willing to make the best of the material 
readily available, even at the expense of departure from the normal 
plan. Accordingly we find at Joan Ford’s Newtake a kistvaen in which 
one of the side stones occupies the normal position relative to the end 
stones, but the other side, being too short to be so placed, has been set 
between the ends (Fig. 54).

At Belliver, where one end has been lost, the other end is wholly 
outside the sides, reversing the usual position (Fig. 55). On Blackslade 
Down a very perfect kistvaen shows both ends set outside the sides (Fig. 
56; Pl. 33a). Such deviations from the normal as are above illustrated 
are rare.

Fig. 55. Kistvaen at Belliver.

The manner in which sides of very unequal length may be worked 
in to quite a regular structure may be seen at Shavercombe ‘C’ (Fig. 
57). It is extremely rare to find two stones used to form one side of a 
kist, but an undoubted example occurs near Fox Tor Mire Newtake.

The most massive structure of which I have knowledge is to be 
found at Meacombe (Pl. 42A), where not only are the sides very thick, 
but the cover, although but 4 ft 7 in. x 4 ft, weighs over 2 tons.

DIRECTION AND LENGTH OF KISTVAENS

Of the known Dartmoor kists there are three in which the true 
direction of length cannot be determined with certainty, although in 
each at least two stones are still in their original position. Two of these



Fig. 56. Kistvaen at Blackslade Down.

Fig. 57. Kistvaen ‘C’ at Shavercombe, Plym.
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are practically equilateral squares, hence either of two directions at 
right angles may be the direction; and the third was also in all prob
ability a square.

Apart from these three, and a small number which have been ‘re
stored’, there are eighty-three Dartmoor kistvaens for which the direc
tion of length has been accurately ascertained. With very few excep
tions values lie between north and west (or between south and east).

With north used as reference point, the mean bearing is n. 42°-24' w., 
if the arithmetic mean is taken. The median bearing lies at n. 440 w.

What may be called a ‘spectrum’ of these bearings has been drawn, 
a line to each kistvaen. Where two directions coincide two lines are 
shown, displaced sufficiently to be distinguishable. It will be seen from 
this spectrum (Fig. 58) that, if we except the two extreme records not 
included—one n. 200 e. and one e-w.—, the remainder, eight-one out 
eighty-three, fall within the range n. 20 e. and N. 82° w., an arc of 84°.

Fig. 58. Distribution of directions of kistvaens.

There are, indeed, only three records in the ne. quadrant, and two 
of these have a deviation from n. of 20 or less. By contrast seventy
seven he in the nw. quadrant, being fairly dispersed over it as far as 
about 8o° w. (Two others are due n.)

The odds are too great for this bias of 77 to 3 to be a chance effect. 
It is natural to assume some underlying idea. Alignment on the setting 
sun has been suggested although, since for ‘nw.’ we might easily read 
‘se.’, the rising sun would have its claim. But, indeed, neither rising nor 
setting sun would serve to explain the alignment. For in the latitude of 
Dartmoor the bearing of the setting sun lies between the limits of 38° 
south of west and the same angle north of west; and this total range 
of 76° merely overlaps the arc of the kistvaen range by 300. On the one 
hand none of the kistvaens that point north of n. 52° w. can possibly 
have been aligned on the setting sun; and on the other hand no kist
vaens were aligned on the winter sunset, since (with one exception) 
none point between s.520 w. and n. 82° w. As far as our present know
ledge extends no direct astronomical explanation appears possible. 
Fig. 59 shows graphically the details given above and is possibly a 
clearer statement than any which can be written.
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There are localities which are especially rich in kistvaens, and there is 

some interest in inquiring whether there is any trace of uniformity in 
the direction of length of the kists within the area of each group.

There are five kists in and about Deadman’s Bottom in the Plym 
watershed; their respective alignments are 57°, 54°, 66°, 30°, and 20°, 
all west of north.

s
Fig. 59. Orientation of kistvaens: 81 out of 83 measured are orientated 

within the range indicated.

Five kists are to be found in the Hentor-Shavercombe area in the 
same valley: the alignments are 63°, 53°, 44°, 43°, and 26°, all west of 
north.

Three kists he in a stretch of 590 yds in Langcombe, also in the 
Plym watershed: their alignments are n. 1° e., n. 82° w. and n. 52° w. 
respectively.

Of three on Round Hill, near Princetown, the alignments are 740, 
71°-30', and 67°-45', all west of north.

Four on Royal Hill, near Princetown, align 79°-15', 76o-40', 65°-10', 
and 57°-30' respectively, all west of north.
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Three on Lakehead Hill align respectively n. 73° w., N. 52° w., and 
N. 33° w.

Thus it would appear that proximity does not by any means involve 
uniformity: indeed, at Thornworthy, two kistvaens lying in one and 
the same barrow diverged 30° in the direction of their lengths.1

1 One of these is shown on Pl. 32B. The other is on view in Torquay Museum 
(ed.)

DOLMENS OR CROMLECHS

As has been said, the essential characteristic of the dolmen distin
guishing it from the kistvaen is its greater size. Thus Chun or Chy- 
woone dolmen, in Cornwall, is in its structure essentially a kistvaen. 
Its internal dimensions are approximately 5 ft x 5 ft, and it might quite 
logically be classed as a kistvaen. Zennor Quoit is somewhat larger, and 
the structure at Trethevy in its perfect condition must have measured 
at least 6 ft x 5 ft internally.

All these are approximately rectangular, four-sided, chambers with 
cover-stones. In some it takes more than one stone to form a side, but 
we have seen that this feature may be found in the kistvaen also. At 
Lanyon Quoit it can no longer be determined that the enclosure of the 
space under the cover-stone was ever complete, but stones may well 
have been removed.

There are three structures in Devon which may reasonably be 
described as dolmens: the well-known Spinsters Rock at Drews
teignton, the grave on Brent Fore Hill near Corringdon Ball Gate, and 
the grave on Cuckoo Ball in the parish of Ugborough. Other alleged 
dolmens or cromlechs have from time to time been reported, but these 
are either undiscoverable, or when found are obvious errors of identi
fication.

The Spinsters Rock now consists of a cover-stone standing on three 
supporters. It is quite impossible to describe the space under the cover
stone as being enclosed. Probably many of the stones which formerly 
constituted the walls of the chamber have been removed long years 
ago. As it now stands this dolmen is a restoration, having fallen on the 
last day of January 1862, and having been restored in the same year. 
Ormerod (J. Roy. Archaeolog. Inst., Vol. 29, 1872) makes it clear that 
the supporters are not now in their original position. Unfortunately he 
had made no plan of the structure before its fall. He had, however, 
made sketches with the camera lucida, and these, as given in the paper 
referred to, are here inserted (Fig. 60).

The remains at Brent Fore Hill (Pl. 34) and at Cuckoo Ball (Pl. 35) 
are so far wrecked and incomplete that there is little to be said of them 
except that the former existence of genuine chambers is clearly indi
cated.



N° 1

N9 2

N° 3

From. North.

Fig. 6o. Drewsteignton Cromlech—‘Spinster’s Rock’. After Ormerod.
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RETAINING CIRCLES

The retaining circle is sometimes unnecessarily spoken of as a ‘peri- 
stalith’. It is a circle of stone surrounding an interment, sometimes lying 
within the margin of the barrow, as in the cairn on Birch Tor, to which 
further reference will be made. Sometimes it would appear that the 
circle must always have been wholly outside the margin of the barrow 
or cairn, as for instance the circle on Soussons Common, where the 
diameter is, however, no more than 28 ft and it is certain that a mound 
covering the kistvaen has been removed. The Stalldon Moor circle, 
with a diameter of 45 ft, and with the remains of a barrow within the 
circle, is an example of a clear-standing circle which does not appear 
to admit of doubt: it lies where there is no probability that the barrow 
would ever have been robbed. The majority of the circles around Dart
moor barrows where there are kistvaens are between the limits of 9 ft 
and 20 ft in diameter: very few exceed 20 ft. It is difficult to be certain 
whether all circles around kistvaens were originally within the bar
rows, but it is probable that the majority were covered by the mounds.

As to structure, the retaining circles are of two main classes: the 
Open, in which the stones are set at intervals in the circumference, a 
clear space separating each from its neighbour; and the Closed, in which 
the stones form a closed circle, each making contact with its neighbour 
on either side. Of Open Retaining Circles, Soussons Common, already 
referred to, affords a good example (see Pl. 36a and Fig. 61). A circle 
in Lakehead Newtake may also be cited (Fig. 62 and Pl. 36b). The 
diameters are 27 ft 8 in., and 19 ft respectively. Figures set against the 
stones on the plans indicate their height in inches, and all diameters are 
internal. In these two circles the stones are of no considerable size, but 
fairly represent average conditions. They are also, as will be seen, set 
vertically.

There are retaining circles in which the stones are taller and more 
pillar-like. One such lies at the south end of a stone row near Spurrells 
Cross, in the Erme Valley (see p. 206). Here two of the stones, now 
fallen, measure 4 ft 9 in. x 1 ft 3 in., and 3 ft 7 in. x 1 ft 2 in. respec
tively. But these pillar-like stones are less frequently found.

In a distinct variety of the open type the stones in the circle are few 
and are slab-like: they are set leaning out from the barrow. Such a 
circle is to be found around the central of the three adjacent barrows in 
the Drizzlecombe group (Fig. 73, p. 211). The structure is even more 
marked in that, in this instance, the slabs have been trigged by smaller 
stones on the outside, to ensure that although leaning they shall not fall 
(see Pl. 37A).

The circle around the kistvaen commonly called ‘Grims Grave’, in 
Langcombe, Plym Valley, is also constructed with outward-leaning 
slabs, nine of which still stand. The diameter of the circle is 18 ft.



Fig. 6i. Soussons Common, circle near Ephraim’s Pinch.
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In the year 1925 a certain road contractor, not content with wholly 
destroying groups of hut-circles on Shapley Common, together with 
their pound walls, attacked a cairn on the summit of Birch Tor. He 
removed large quantities of stone and came upon the tops of the stones 
of the retaining circle, which was well within the margin of the cairn.

Fig. 62. Circle in Lakehead Newtake.

These stones were large slabs, set so as to lean inward at an angle of 
about 30 degrees to the vertical. Certainly the contractor made clear 
the construction of the cairn, but one owes him no measure of grati
tude for that, the less since, having met with these stones of the retain
ing circle, and finding them at once earth-set and too large for his pur
poses, he set to to break them down with the hammer, carting the 
rubble to the roads. At this stage the writer intervened.



Fig. 63. Hound Tor: kistvaen and retaining circle.
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Of Closed Retaining Circles there are two varieties clearly marked. 
There is some difficulty in finding descriptive nomenclature, but I have 
called them the ‘random’ and the ‘kerb’. In both there is an attempt at 
regularity in the level of the upper edges of the stones forming the 
circle. But in the random closed retaining circle the stones are irregular in

Fig. 64. Circle 6 at Metherel.

shape, and somewhat irregular in setting. An excellent example is the 
circle around the Hound Tor kistvaen (see plan in Fig. 63 and view on 
Pl. 37b).

The Kerb Circles are much more precise in construction. They are 
built wholly of stones selected as having one long edge straight, which 
edge is set uppermost; and almost wholly of stones which are thin 
parallel slabs. The upper edge of the circle maintains an unbroken line. 
These kerbs rarely reach to more than a few inches above the level of 
the ground surface, but extend down to the subsoil, in which they are 
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firmly set. In no known instance is there evidence of any considerable 
mound within the kerbs: indeed, it would appear likely that they were 
the enclosing circles of platform cairns in most, if not in all, instances. 
The topsoil within the kerbs was removed, the subsoil bared, and a 
layer of stone deposited, of such a depth as to rise somewhat above the 
level of the original surface.

Fig. 65. Fourfold circle on Shuggledown.

Drizzlecombe, Plym Valley, affords a typical example (Pl. 3 8a). 
The depth from the top of the kerb to the level of the subsoil varies 
between 15 and 20 in. The diameter of the circle is 11 ft.

At Metherel, Circle No. 6 also shows a kerb, the diameter being 
33 ft 6 in. and the top of the kerb standing 17 in. above the surface of 
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the subsoil. This brings us to the further feature that there may be 
more than one cincture to an interment. When this is so the circles are 
approximately concentric, but are not necessarily all of the same class. 
At this circle, which is threefold, there are clear traces of an inner open 
circle of approximately 22 ft diameter, outside which lies the kerb of 
33 ft 6 in. diameter, and surrounding the whole is a second open circle 
of stones, which vary considerably in size, the diameter of this outer 
circle being approximately 37 ft (see Fig. 64, Pl. 39$)- The view shows 
three stones of the inner circle, a length of the kerb, and the largest 
stones of the outer circle. Plate 39A gives a view of Lowton Circle.

It may be noted that at Drizzlecombe there was no kistvaen within 
the kerb, but only an interment pit. At Metherel there was no kistvaen, 
but a large cover-stone, under which was found an interment pit.

A kistvaen on Yar Tor lies immediately within a random closed circle, 
having a diameter of about 10 ft 6 in. There is an outer open circle of 
c. 34 ft diameter.

Of fourfold circles two may be cited. The first lies at the head of 
one of the stone rows on Shuggledown, Teign Valley (see p. 220). Here 
it would seem that all the circles have been of the open type. The inmost 
has a diameter of 8 ft, and the outermost of 27 ft 6 in. (Fig. 65).

A much larger fourfold retaining circle lies on Yellowmead Down, 
Sheepstor. This has been restored, practically all the stones having 
fallen. The inmost circle has much the character of a kerb, in that the 
stones are set very closely, although not in actual contact; but they 
stand higher above the original ground level than do kerb stones. The 
second circle consists of relatively small stones, somewhat larger are 
used in the third, while the largest stones are to be found in the fourth 
or outermost. The diameter of the inmost circle is 20 ft, of the outer
most c. 65 ft (internal measurements) (see Fig. 66; Plate 38b and Pl. 48).

It thus appears that an interment on Dartmoor may lie in a barrow 
without a retaining circle, or there may be one, two, three or four 
retaining circles; and, where there are more than one, they need not 
all be of the same class.

It has been suggested that the retaining circles were the ‘houses’ of 
the dead, intended to be analogous to the hut-circles, but against this 
stands the fact that none can be claimed to reproduce in any way the 
structural features of the huts; while manifold circles are inconsistent 
with the idea. e

There is yet a third class of retaining circle possibly to be found on 
Dartmoor, one that is familiar in the Isles of Scilly and certainly occurs 
on Exmoor. This is an enclosing wall of dry masonry. Very possibly 
the ring of loose stone found by Spence Bate around the margin of a 
barrow on Hameldon was the ruin of such a wall.

The following is a representative list of barrows with retaining 
circles, the internal diameter of the circle given in brackets.



Fig. 66. Fourfold circle on Yellowmead Down, Sheepstor.
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Archerton Tennis Court (7 ft)
Belliver Newtake (15 ft)
Black Newtake (1) (24 ft 3 in.)
Black Newtake (3) (24 ft 6 in.)
Brockhill Ford, Avon (26 ft)
Burford Down, Erme (16 to 17 ft.)
Butterdon Hill, Erme (40 ft approx.)
Chittieford Down, between Router and Cherry Brooks (9 ft
Collard Tor (26 ft 6 in.) 10 in., plus wall)
Croft, The, Petertavy (?)
Drizzlecombe (kerb, 11 ft mean)
Dendies Waste (11 ft mean)
Dunnabridge Common (12 ft)
Hare Tor, near Tavy Cleave
Hensroost (9 ft mean)
Hound Tor Down (21 ft 8 in.)
Lakehead Newtake (19 ft)
Lakehead Newtake (double circle, over 50)
Lakehead Newtake (22 ft)
Lakehead Newtake (18 ft)
Lakehead Newtake (19 ft)
Langcombe (16 to 18 ft).
Leeden, nw of Drizzlecombe (20 ft).
Lee Moor (8 ft 6 in.)
Lee Moor,Willings Walls (10 ft)
Legis Tor (12 ft)
Lether Tor (16 ft 6 in.)
Lower Piles (14 to 15 ft)
Merrivale
Nine Stones, Belstone (23 ft mean)
Pen Beacon, slopes of
Ringmoor Down (n ft 2 in.)
Royal Hill, southernmost (15 ft mean)
Royal Hill, middle (17 ft mean)
Royal Hill, by track, ‘Crock of Gold’ (10 ft mean)
Shaugh Moor (?) (50 ft)
Shuggledown (fourfold, inmost 7 ft 9 in. mean, outermost

28 ft 3 in. mean)
Soussons Common
Soussons Common (27 ft 8 in. mean)
Soussons Common, Red Barrows (part of circumference only)
Spurrells Cross (45 ft mean)
Stanlake, Meavy Valley (18 ft)
Stannon Newtake (11 ft 9 in. approx.)
Stennon Hill, near Powder Mills
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Top Tor, Widdecombe
Wigford Down (20 ft 6 in.)
Yar Tor (double circle, 10 ft 6 in. and 34 ft)
Yellowmead Down (fourfold, inner circle 20 ft, outermost 

circle 61 ft mean)

BARROWS AND STONE ROWS

It may be broadly stated that while many barrows, in fact the 
majority, are devoid of associated rows, no reasonably perfect stone 
row can be pointed to that has not its associated barrows, cairns, or 
kistvaens.

At places the barrow with its enclosing circles forms the head of the 
row, as for example two instances at Drizzlecombe and another at 
Cosdon. At places the barrow interrupts the row, usually occupying 
a position with its circle at or near the centre of its length, as at Merri- 
vale; or a barrow may merely be adjacent to the row, as with the long 
row starting on Stalldon Moor, Erme Valley. Again, these varied 
forms of association may be present together.

For examples the chapter dealing with stone rows should be con
sulted.

FORMS OF BURIAL: CARNAL INTERMENT AND CREMATION

Carnal interment is unknown on Dartmoor, and practically un
known in Devon.

The evidence as to presumed inhumations in certain Dartmoor kists 
rests entirely on the occasional discovery of human hair in them. Two 
such instances (one at Whiten Tor, above Powder Mills) were reported 
to Mrs. Bray. The genuineness of this testimony was problematical 
until a similar discovery was made during excavations on Soussons 
Common. A fine kistvaen was unearthed in the centre of a sepulchral 
circle (Fig. 61 and Pl. 36a) and in a cavity in its north end were found 
two large coils of human hair. There is little doubt that this represents 
an act of attempted witchcraft in comparatively recent times and has 
no prehistoric significance (see T.D.A., Vol. 35, p. 142).

While no traces of carnal interment have been found in any Devon
shire mound-covered kistvaen, there is nothing in the form of dimen
sions of many kists to render inhumation impossible. A chest, 2 ft 6 in. 
to 3 ft in length, by 2 ft in width and depth, is normally ample for a 
contracted interment.

That cremation was widely practised by the Devonshire barrow 
builders is very certain. The strongest and only reliable evidence of 
cremation is burnt bone: burnt human bone is the one certain evidence.

On Dartmoor burnt bone has been found at the following sites:
Archerton Newtake, between Row Tor Marsh Brook and 

Cherry Brook: in pit under cairn
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Chagford Common: in pit under small cairn
Fernworthy: kistvaen (in barrow 2 at end of stone row) 
Great Whiten Tor, Postbridge (bone ash): in pit under flat stone 
Hamel Down, ‘Two Barrows’: under flat stone covered by 

barrow
Hamel Down, ‘ Single Barrow’
Hemstone Rocks, n. of: in pit under cairn
Langstone Moor: kistvaen
Moor Barton, near Moreton: in rude kist under cairn 
Soussons Common, Red Barrows, Nos. 1 and 2 (human) 
Stannon Bottom: in pit under cairn

Burnt bone was either mixed with the lower layers of soil in the 
barrow, partially gathered into a pit in the subsoil, or placed in an urn. 
In either of the latter alternatives it is frequently found that no adequate 
attempt has been made to gather the whole of the ashes, or else perhaps 
the cremations may sometimes have been so thorough that few or no 
recognizable fragments of bone remained to be collected. Bone, 
whether burnt or unburnt, is in some soils peculiarly liable to perish, 
and in this manner evidence may have been lost.

The cremation appears frequently to have taken place on the actual 
spot over which the barrow was subsequently raised; in evidence of 
which charcoal is often found, even in barrows which yield no bone 
or recognizable bone ash; and where the soil is a stiff clay it has frequently 
been baked in a manner involving the previous existence of a con
siderable fire. At Langcombe and elsewhere it would appear possible 
that paved circles were constructed as crematoria and the ashes removed 
to adjacent kistvaens; while some of the so-called ‘sacred circles’, as at 
Fem worthy, have also been the sites of fires, perhaps in connexion with 
cremation, but whether or not cannot be determined.

Charcoal remains have been recorded from a number of excavated 
barrows. In the past charcoal has probably often been overlooked, or, 
if found, not recorded.

OBJECTS OF man’s HANDIWORK FOUND IN DARTMOOR
BARROWS

Pottery
There is no conclusive evidence that any Devonshire barrow has 

yielded wheel-thrown pottery. Or rather, if definitions present diffi
culties, it might be safer to state only that no pottery has been found 
which might not have been hand-made.

In size the vessels discovered have varied widely. Among the com
paratively few obtained from Dartmoor, an inverted urn unearthed at 
Hurston Ridge had a diameter of about 17 in. This one approached the 
largest of its class. The more ordinary sizes may be instanced from 
Watern Down—height, 10 in.; diameter at mouth, 7 in.; diameter at 
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neck, 5½ in.; greatest diameter of body, 7 in.; thickness of material 
3/8 in. (Fig. 69); and from Langcombe: height probably 7 1/8 in.; diameter 
at mouth, 4 3/8 in.; greatest diameter, 6 in.; diameter at base, 4 7/8 in.; and 
thickness of material, ¼ in. (Fig. 67). These were both beakers, the 
latter possibly degenerate.

The clay from which the pottery was made is sometimes rough in 
the extreme, containing much sand and gravel, and the material is fre
quently very imperfectly baked. On the other hand there are instances 
in which selected clay appears to have been used and the firing process 
to have been thorough.

Fig. 67. Beaker from kistvaen in Langcombe, near Deadman’s Bottom, 
x 1/3 (Restored).

A small fragment from a ruined kist at Drizzlecombe is barely 
one-fifth of an inch in thickness, of a rather fine clay, well burnt and 
hard, and the outside bright red in colour; the inside is, however, 
brown. This feature of a red outer and brown inner surface is common. 
It does not, usually at least, arise from any difference in the clay, but 
originates in the fact that the outer portions have been more thoroughly 
fired (see p. 121).

The outsides of the vessels are almost constantly much smoother and 
better finished than the inner portions, the difference being sometimes 
very strongly marked.

Much of the pottery bears incised ornament of parallel lines and of 
chevrons, including the variety of the latter known as ‘herring-bone’. 
As an illustration of parallel line work a sketch is here inserted of the 
beaker found in Langcombe, near Deadman’s Bottom (Fig. 67). The



Fig. 68. Beaker from Fernworthy, showing chevron, parallel, and hatched 
work combined in the ornament. x 2/3



Fig. 69. Beaker from Watern Down, showing interrupted (dotted) line 
work, x ½
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beaker from Fernworthy (Fig. 68) shows chevron, parallel, and hatched 
work combined; and that from Watern Down (Fig. 69) shows inter
rupted, or dotted, line work—the line being formed in a series of dots 
indented by a pointed instrument.

Contrary to what has been suggested for other localities, there is 
little difference, if any, in the character of the domestic pottery found 
in the Dartmoor hut-circles and the pottery from the Dartmoor bar
rows. Ornamentation equally elaborate has been found on either, and 
work as careful, in material equally good, comes from the hut-circles 
as from the barrows.

It may be that the pottery from the barrows is on the whole slightly 
thinner, and smoother on the outer surface, perhaps more thoroughly 
ornamented; but its best is no better than many hut-circles have yielded. 
Similar in form, material and ornament, there is a strong suggestion 
of identity in date.

How far the vessels found have been cinerary, and how far some may 
have contained food interred with the dead, it is difficult to decide; 
many were certainly the former, some may have been the latter. The 
earlier reported researches have to be read with care.

Finally, the barrow pottery is of the type which in the present state 
of our knowledge we associate with the Bronze Age.

The following list summarizes the finds of pottery in Dartmoor 
bar rows:

Chagford, Thornworthy: in kistvaen
Croft, The, Petertavy: a vessel, in rough earthenware, contain

ing a cooking stone, within a circle of stones doubtfully a 
retaining circle of a barrow or a small hut

Drizzlecombe, Plym Valley: fragments in kistvaen (Fig. 71) 
Fernworthy: beaker, in pit under cairn (1) (Fig. 68) 
Hurston Ridge: large urn inverted, in pit under cairn 
Lakehead Hill, Postbridge: remains of a large and a small vessel 

in a kistvaen
Langcombe, Deadman’s Bottom: broken beaker in kistvaen 

(Fig. 67)
Moretonhampstead, Mardon: fragments
Pen Beacon
Riddon Ridge: fragments
Soussons Common, Red Barrow No. 1
Stannon Hill: ‘pot of money’
Tunhill Rocks, Blackslade Down, se. of: thin pottery
Watern Down: a beaker in kistvaen (Fig. 69)
Wigford Down, Plym Valley: fragments of a beaker in kistvaen 

(Fig. 71)
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Flint
Flint flakes and implements have been found in barrows in all parts 

of Devon, including Dartmoor; but these objects cannot always be 
connected with certainty with the interment. Some flints are of the 
simplest manufacture; others are worked scrapers, knives, and arrow
heads of careful make.

Three knives and three scrapers of excellent workmanship were 
taken by Mr. Burnard from a kistvaen at Lakehead Hill, near Post
bridge (Fig. 70). Three barbed and tanged arrow-heads of the Bronze 
Age were taken from a kistvaen in Langcombe, Deadman’s Bottom, 
and another arrow-head from the kistvaen on Calveslake Tor (Fig. 71).

Other flint finds have been as follows:
Archerton Newtake, kistvaen: worked flint flakes
Calveslake: 3 flakes with above-mentioned arrow-head
Crow Tor, kistvaen: flint scraper
Chagford, Thorn worthy, kistvaen: 4 flint tools
Croft, The, Petertavy
Drizzlecombe, barrow with kerb circle: large horse-shoe scraper 

(Pl. 40B), and 3 chips
Fernworthy, cairn: knife
Hemstone Rocks, north of: flake in kist and flakes in cairn 
King’s Oven: scraper
Merrivale Bridge: scraper and flake
Metherel, No. 6: chips (not in interment pit)
Redlake Foot, Erme, kistvaen: 2 worked flint flakes (T.D.A., 

Vol. 82, p. 45)
Riddon Ridge: flake
‘Single Barrow’, Hamel Down: square implement 
Soussons Common, Red Barrows, an arrow-head 
Whittor: flint flakes, but no trace of sepulchre 
Whittor, east of, near Langstone Menhir: several barrows 

All worked flints as yet found have been of Neolithic or Bronze Age 
types. At Fernworthy flint has been found associated with bronze, also 
with horn.

Bronze
The records of bronze from barrows in Devonshire are not numer

ous, although that material cannot be described as scarce or exceptional. 
Within the Dartmoor area, however, whatever may have been true 
when the barrows were constructed, bronze is now decidedly rare. 
Possibly some of the rifled kistvaens originally contained implements of 
that metal, but if so no record remains.

During the thirty-five years prior to 1937 there was only one new 
occurrence. Total finds are as follows:
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Fig. 71. Pottery fragments and flint arrow-heads from Dartmoor kistvaens,
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Bridford and Christow: several celts found in some cairns 
(Lysons)

Fernworthy: fragment from cairn
Hamel Down, ‘Two Barrows’: dagger (Pl. 41)
Moor Barton, near Moretonhampstead: spear-head (? copper) 
Raddick Hill: small piece from kistvaen
Soussons Common, Red Barrows, No. 1:2 fragments 
Lower Lowton Down: in two cairns
Ilsington: a ‘well-finished celt’ reported found in 1790

Stone Implements other than Flint
An archer’s wrist-guard or bracer of the Beaker period (Bronze Age) 

was taken from a kistvaen at Archerton Newtake. It had been ‘ ‘ fashioned 
from a fine, gritty stone, and rubbed down perfectly smooth. It is per
forated at each corner; two of the holes on the reverse side are counter
sunk to accommodate the knots of the thongs which bound the guard 
to the wrist. The obverse is slightly convex and the reverse concave.”

An oval implement of yellowish-white soft slate is recorded from 
a cairn on Pen Beacon, and a similar but larger implement, spatula
shaped, and perforate at one end, from Whittor (east of), near Lang
stone Menhir.

A ‘polishing stone’, from Merrivale, and a possible sling stone, from 
Shaugh Lake, complete this scanty list.

Other Objects
The bronze dagger found by Spence Bate at Hameldon1 had, asso

ciated with it, an amber pommel ornamented with gold pins. This had 
probably been attached to the hilt. Photographs of these important 
recoveries are given in Pl. 41. They were originally illustrated in colour 
in T.D.A., Vol. 5, Pl. II, facing p. 554.

A horn dress fastener or button was found at Fernworthy.
In a barrow at Moor Barton, near Moretonhampstead, was found, in 

addition to a spear-head, a glass bead and an ‘amulet of soft stone’.

CONCLUSION

Much information to be found in the original reports has of necessity 
been glanced over. These sources should be consulted, and it is the main 
purpose of this summary to provide a guide or key to them. (See 
Appendix V for Index.)

It must be recognized that there is yet much to be learnt in the matter 
of our Devonshire barrows. The mere description of all known Dart-

1 The Hameldon barrows have been recognized as westerly outliers of the 
Wessex culture of late Early to early Middle Bronze Age. The account of 
Devon barrows of this period given by Lady Aileen Fox (The Broad Down 
(Farway) Necropolis and the Wessex Culture in Devon, Proc. Devon Arch. 
Explor. Soc., Vol. 4, pp. 1-19, 1948) shall be consulted. (Ed.) 
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moor kistvaens has not yet been completed, and there are certainly 
kistvaens as yet unknown. In the matter of discovery I would especially 
acknowledge with gratitude the assistance which I have received from 
a band of Dartmoor enthusiasts, Mr. L. Button, Mr. R. C. E. Carpen
ter, Mr. J. H. Dobson, and Mr. Morcom, all of Plymouth; and more 
latterly from Mr. C. E. Birkett Dixon, who has taken up accurate sur
veying. I have been indebted to others also, whose assistance will be 
found acknowledged in the various reports.

In the matter of excavation more work is certainly needed, but it 
should not be hastily undertaken, nor impatiently conducted—after 
fifty years’ experience I am fully convinced that any class of inten
sive inquiry is undesirable. Leisurely work is the best, even if it limits 
the possible output of a lifetime. Only in general record do I feel the 
need for haste: the forces of attrition which threaten our ancient monu
ments become more rather than less active with the passing years.

If possible any monument which is known to be threatened with 
destruction should certainly be fully investigated by excavation. Other
wise a very conservative attitude is best. Advance in knowledge by no 
means keeps pace with feverish activity in digging.



Plate 30

Cairns. 1 and 2, Corndon Tor summit. 3, Corndon Tor, 550 yds 
northward of summit.



Cairns, 1. Near Corndon Tor. 2 and Drizzlecombe.



Plate 32

A. Three Barrows, central cairn.

B. Kistvaen, Thornworthy, looking n. 6o° w.



Plate 33

A. Kistvaen, Blackslade Down. View looking s. 7° e.

B. Kistvaen, Stennen Hill, No. 1. View looking s. 14° e.
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Plate 36

A. Retaining circle, Soussons Common.

B. Retaining circle with central Kistvaen, Lakehead Newtake, looking w.



Plate 37

A. Stone in retaining; circle, Drizzlecombe.

B. Retaining circle with central kistvaen, Hound Tor.



Plate 38

A. Kerb circle, Drizzlecombe.

B. Yellowmead circle, near Sheepstor, from centre.



Plate 39

Retaining circles at Lowton and Metherel.



Plate 40

A. Flint arrow-heads from northern Dartmoor.

■**^^’**

B. Flint scraper from Drizzlecombe.



Plate 41

Bronze dagger and amber pommel from Hameldon.



Plate 42

A. Meacombe kistvaen, looking s. 53° e.

B. Lakehead Newtake, retaining circle (near circle illustrated in plate 36), 
looking west.


