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 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: 
 

Tinworking, Mining and Miners in Mary Tavy  A Community Day 

Saturday 27th April 2019 

Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy 10:00 am—5:00 pm 

Open to all, this day will explore the rich legacy of copper, lead and tin mining in 
the Mary Tavy parish area. Two talks, a walk, exhibitions, bookstalls and afternoon 
tea will provide excellent stimulation for discovery and discussion. The event will 
be free of charge but donations will be requested for morning tea and coffee, and 

afternoon cream tea will be available at £4.50 per head.  
Please indicate your attendance by emailing secretary@dtrg.org.uk – this will be 

most helpful for catering arrangements. 

Programme 

10:00  Exhibitions, bookstalls etc.  
10:15  DTRG: ‘The Tinworks and Tin Mines of Mary Tavy’  
11:15  Coffee, exhibitions, bookstalls, etc.  
11:45  Chris Wordingham: ‘The Mine and Miners of Wheal Friendship’  
12:45  Lunch (own arrangements), exhibitions, bookstalls, etc.  
14:00  Starting at Zoar, a circular walk to look at Wheal Jewell, Hilltown Consols 
and medieval tinworks and mill near Creason, led by DTRG. Meet at Zoar access 
land (SX 523 807). A chance to look at little known tinworks including a 19th  
century wheel house, a mine tramway and a medieval tin mill. The walk (totalling 
about 5 km/3 miles) is over moorland, fields and footpaths and may require  
climbing over a few low fences. Likely to be some wet areas. Warm, waterproof 
clothing and suitable sturdy footwear is essential.  
16:15  Tea in Coronation Hall @ £4.50 per head, exhibitions, bookstalls etc. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Visit to Heathcote’s Textile Mill, Tiverton 

Thursday 9th May at 2pm 

  

A rare opportunity to see inside the mill founded in Tiverton by John Heathcote in 
1816 in order to escape the attacks of Luddites on his mills in Loughborough.  

His Devon mill became a leader in the machine production of fine lace.  
The business continues today supplying high-tech fabrics to the aerospace industry. 

Numbers are limited for this visit so that early registration, on a first-come-first-
served basis, is recommended.  

 
Organizer:  Richard Pocock 01884 855450 or richarddpocock@gmail.com. 

Richard will notify attending members of details of rendezvous point, parking, and 
lunch places in Tiverton by email after 2nd May. 

Please register early to secure a place. 

Email confirmation will be circulated after 2nd May.  

mailto:secretary@dtrg.org.uk
mailto:richarddpocock@gmail.com
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Leats and Landscape around Exe Island, Exeter 

Joint Geology Section-IASDA Field Trip 

Leaders:  Martin Watts and Jenny Bennett  

 Saturday 11th May  

 We meet at the Mill on the Exe restaurant/pub on Bonhay Road (EX4 3AB, GR 

SX 915 926) at 10am for a short talk about the area and to look at old maps.  

We will then follow the course of the Upper Leat past Old Exe Bridge.  Martin 

will talk about the mills and leats; Jenny will discuss the landscape and links to 

the river. 

DA members £3, non-DA £4 (pay on the day) 

All-day parking is not available at Mill on the Exe.  

There are lunch spots at the Quay 

Numbers for this event are limited and places will be assigned on a first-come-

first- served basis. Those without email can book by letter or phone.  

Please cancel your booking if you find that you cannot come. 

Bookings need to be made before 1st May  

through the DA Geology Field Meetings Secretary:  

Peter Cox, Lyncourt. Middle Lincombe Road, Torquay TQ1 2NE.  

Telephone: 01803 380113, Email: peter@moonpython.com 

 

 

 

A number of beautifully illustrated booklets on 

the history of lace making at Heathcotts are on 

sale, available from : 

 

the DA Offices,  

Chitterley Business Centre,  

Silverton,  

EX5 4DB  

 

Each book costs £5.00 inc. P&P 

mailto:peter@moonpython.com
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The Health of Tamar Valley Mine Workers 

An illustrated talk by Rick Stewart  

9
th
 February 2019 

Held at the Dolphin Hotel, Bovey Tracey 

 

In the context of mining, the Tamar Valley is not only a natural waterway but also, more widely 

considered, an ore field measuring 8 by 3 miles straddling the Devon-Cornwall border with an 

identity of its own. The lodes of copper, tin and arsenic below its surface were formed in vertical 

fissures which trend east-west, and which can be anything from a few inches to 30 feet in width. 

Mineral mining in this region is thus essentially a vertical enterprise. 

The greatest producer of the Tamar Valley, Devon Great Consoles, exploited reserves that were 

2½ miles long and 800-1800 feet in depth. Galleries some 30 feet apart in depth were accessed 

by ladders that the miners had to climb at the beginning and end of their 8-hour shifts, as there 

were no cages or lifts such as were developed in the coal industry. The climb up slippery ladders 

from deeper levels could take 30 minutes or more, and falls were not uncommon. Miners worked 

by the poor light of tallow candles, which they had to purchase themselves, and had to walk 

miles to and from their homes in wet clothing as there was no drying house in which they could 

change. 

They worked in an atmosphere loaded with mineral dusts, and all developed silicosis with time. 

In addition, they inhaled nitrous oxide fumes in the aftermath of the explosions of gunpowder 

charges. Ore was carried from the workface in wheel barrows. Miners responsible for this heavy 

work in low-ceilinged tunnels typically developed severe back problems. 

The year 1689 saw the introduction of gunpowder to mining in the southwest and the exploitation 

of ever deeper levels in the first decades of the 18
th
 c. Early fuses were improvised, such as gun-

powder inserted along the length of a goose quill, and were dangerously unreliable, causing  

delayed detonations after miners returned to examine an apparent failure to explode. It was not 

until 1831 that William Bickford (1774–1834), a native of Ashburton, invented the safely fuse that 

burned at a predictable and safer rate. 

Legislation to improve mine safety developed slowly. The Mines Act of 1842 prohibited women 

and children under the age of 10 from working underground (though not on the mine surface 

above). In 1864 the Kinnaird Commission in The Condition of all Mines in Great Britain, strove to 

improve ventilation to mines, but is was not until Haldane’s pioneering research in 1900–02  

identified high levels of silicosis among the Cornish tin miners in South West England  of 1902 

that silicosis was  officially recognized as a miner’s disease. 

The Cornish mining industry suffered a sever recession in the 1840s, with the result that many 

out-of-work miners migrated to the Tamar Valley producing severe overcrowding. Control of the 

Devon side of the Tamar was exercised by the landowners, the Dukes of Bedford, who  

prohibited speculative building, such that only a modest number of model miner’s cottages (still 

occupied) were built. On the Cornish side, however, haphazard patterns of land ownership  

resulted in chaotic building and overcrowding. 
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When alternative and cheaper sources of copper were found in Chile, South Africa and Australia 

in the 1860, Devon Great Consoles was faced by ruin, but was rescued by the discovery of  

significant quantities of arsenic, for which there was then an increasing demand. Some of it was 

recovered from the spill tips of copper workings. While not toxic to mine at the rock face, arsenic 

becomes highly toxic in its sublimated form when crystallized on the walls of calciners. Workers 

were sent into the interior of these calciners to chip arsenic from their walls protected only by a 

scarf over the mouth and nose. 

In the 1880s, Devon Great Consoles was the largest arsenic producer in the world. With the fall 

in the price of arsenic in 1902-3, however, the Tamar mining industry collapsed, never to recover. 

An exodus of miners all over the world, followed such that, in proportion to the total population of 

Cornwall, the county lost more people than Ireland in the Great Potato Famine. 

             Notes by Mike Stannard 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Report on the  

50th SWWERIA Conference 

Saltford Community Hall on Saturday, 6th April. 

Sponsored by the Bristol IA Society and following on from a gratefully received cup of coffee and  

bacon bap, Stuart Burroughs, BIAS chairman, started the day by welcoming the considerable 

number of people who had come to participate.  

The first speaker, Geoff Wallis presented the audience with an in-depth account of the restoration 

of  one of I K Brunel’s lesser known constructions - his swivel bridge.  This structure can be seen 

on the quayside at the mouth of the Bristol Floating harbour .   

Designed to swing across the south entrance lock to the harbour it was designed in 1849 and 

made of wrought iron.  It was a unique design and necessitated the use of some extraordinary 

means of hot riveting some of the plates together.. As always the main cause for slowing  

Above left: I K Brunels Swivel Bridge.   

Above right:  In the far distance, his rather better known Avon (Clifton) Suspension Bridge 
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progress is the lack of funds.  This was a very interesting talk and high-lighted Brunel’s brilliant, 

imaginative, engineering skills and innovative structural techniques. 

Mary Miles was the second speaker who presented a comprehensive report on the recording  

methods employed on an historic building under threat.  Her talk was focussed on the  

Wansborough Paper Mill at Watchet, stressing the difficulties encountered on gaining access to 

the site and buildings as well as trying to make sense of what could be seen and equally what 

could not.  Trying to measure features proved to be very difficult so taking as many photographic 

images as possible was the best resort. This particular site had already been sold; the paper mill 

closed down in August 2015 having been operating in various guises since 1652, and was 

scheduled for demolition and site clearance.  Mary and her fellow volunteers had managed to 

collect a vast amount of images and information about the plant but quite suddenly and with very 

little warning contractors moved in, secured the site and rapidly flattened it.  Mary’s fascinating 

talk clearly illustrated how important it is to gather information about ancient / historic sites as 

soon as possible.  The old adage comes to mind, ‘Here today, gone tomorrow!’ 

Following Mary was Joanna Turska, Industrial Heritage Support Officer, who explained her role 

as facilitator of self-help and networking groups.  She has helped a number of organizations to 

get together, discuss common and not-so common problems with a view to helping each other 

overcome them efficiently and quickly. https://industrialheritagesupport.com   

After lunch Steve Grudgings talked about the progress made by the South Gloucester Mines  

Research Group on the Hemingfiled Colliery.  His whole approach to instigating this project was 

because if nobody else was doing it then why shouldn’t he? (Those of you who know me will un-

derstand that I identify very strongly with this principle!).   He now has a strong, determined group 

of volunteers, and occasionally press-gangs his children into it as well, and is forging ahead.  To 

date he is waiting for the outcome of a grant application in order to repair some of the winding 

house roofing.  

The final talk of the day was presented on the controversy following the Black Vein Explosion of 

1860 and the Miners Graveyard.  This talk, given by Stephen Lyons was emotionally quite  

moving. He explained that this particular coal mine had a very bad reputation, known to suffer 

from very dangerous build-ups of explosive gases emanating from the coal face.  A number of 

explosions had taken place within the mine over a period of time, each resulting in fatalities. 

However in 1860, a particularly big explosion cost one hundred and forty miners their lives.    

Stephen explained how the deaths and subsequent burials of these men was reported, stating 

that the facts given varied quite dramatically from newspaper to newspaper particularly regarding 

the places of burial.   Following a considerable amount of research Stephen eventually managed 

to locate the final resting place of each and everyone, putting an end to much confusion. 

The remainder of this informative and interesting day was taken up by visits to various historic 

sites.  These varied between a town trail around Keynsham, the Bitton Railway, the Kingswood 

1. Inside the 

Brass Mill. 

2. Examples of 

brass ware made 

here. 

3.  Diagram of the trip hammers.   4.  The annealing kiln.  

1. 2. 

3. 4. 

https://industrialheritagesupport.com/
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 The Whetstone industry & Blackborough Geology 

8th April 2019 

Following assembly at Kentisbeare Village Hall, the day began with a talk by John Mather and 
Bill Nichols on the Blackborough Whetstone Industry, its history and geology and was followed 
by a tour of mine sites: to examine geology led by Jenny Patton 

A brief history: 

In the 18
th
 and 19

th
 centuries the Blackborough whetstone industry flourished producing  

Devonshire Batts with “just the right lightweight porous composition and abrasive surface” for 
sharpening edged tools such as scythes. The local greensand cap of the Blackdown Hills  
became honeycombed with tunnels worked by a closed shop of local miners. The batts were  
distributed widely in England and even exported. By the end of the 19

th
 c., however, the  

concretions were worked out and the development of carborundum in the 1890s finally made the 
batts obsolete. 

Blackborough House, a Grade II listed building, was built in 1838 by George Francis Wyndham, 
4

th
 Earl of Egremont, a wealthy aristocrat who embarked on grandiose building projects (Silverton 

Park was another) in anticipation of inheritance of further large sums. These were not forth-
coming, however, and both great houses were unfinished at the time of his death in 1845.  
Silverton Park was demolished in 1901. Blackborough House has survived in a semi-derelict 
state, though there are current plans its restoration. 

Pictures courtesy of Mike Stannard 

The type of  concretion found in greensands  

sought after by whetstone miners 
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Report on the talk by  

Prof Bill Harvey 

on 

The 19th century bridges on the Torridge 

 world expert on masonry arches and tunnels 

 

On Tuesday, 26 March 2019, members of IASDA and the Bideford Section of the DA met in the 

Kingsley Room of the Burton Art Gallery & Museum, Bideford  to hear Bill Harvey talk about the 

various bridges crossing the River Torridge.  He began his talk by stating that he was not an  

historian and was far more used to speaking to groups of civil engineers so he hoped that the 

content of his lecture wouldn’t be too technical for this particular audience. 

He began by briefly describing the bridges from New Road Bridge at Torrington near Orford 

Lodge working his way downstream and eventually stopping and concentrating on the old  

aqueduct, now viaduct, crossing the river at Beam.  This bridge was made famous through the 

words of Henry Williamson In the story and subsequent film of Tarka the Otter 

He showed images depicting the alteration, widening and strengthening of the bridges over the 

years and talked about the methods of constructing the supporting arches, explaining the  

difficulties of designing and building complex curves in stone and brick. 

Beam viaduct, originally an aqueduct, crossing the River Torridge, looking upstream (south). 
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Using some very high tech’ digital imagery he demonstrated how the bridge at Beam was  

suffering from water penetration through the road surface of the bridge, concentrating in the in-

filled trough and finally leaching out through the lime mortar of the supporting walls.  This will  

ultimately result in the need for some very expensive repair work.  Not good news for the  

property owners but at least they had expert assessment of its condition. 

Professor Harvey finished his talk by briefly repeating what he had mentioned when he first  

started speaking that all the years he had been working as an engineer on bridges and the like 

the most significant fact he had ever learned was that all the things he thought he once under-

stood about his work, he now realised he didn’t!   

He clarified this statement by showing some videos of bridges under demolition collapsing in a 

way that they shouldn't have, and a brick-built railway bridge flexing in a most alarming way as 

both freight and passenger trains passed over it! 

Following a break for lunch, the group took advantage of an invitation to look over the 37 metre 

long SS Freshspring.  Built in1946 in Lytham-St-Anne’ she was originally a Royal Fleet Auxillary 

support tender supplying larger naval vessels with water, she now resides in Bideford moored 

against the harbour wall where she is undergoing considerable restoration with the intention of 

ultimately returning her to a working steam-powered boat earning a living through running local 

trips for tourists.  A very dedicated group of volunteers have set about raising the profile of this 

vessel and have already accrued considerable sums of grant funding but as always, it isn’t 

enough!  Our group was happy to donate a modest sum for the privilege of having a guided walk 

around and inside her.  This was another very interesting and thought-provoking day.          AW 

 

IASDA members visiting the SS Freshspring in Bideford.        Pictures courtesy of Mike Stannard 
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PLANNING A FIELD TRIP 

and  

HAVING A ‘JOLLY’! 

When trying to organise a programme of guided walks and illustrated talks for 2018 / 2019 at an 

IASDA committee meeting some while ago, I mentioned that a field trip to the Luxulyan Valley in 

Cornwall might interest a number of our members despite it being in Cornwall, not Devon! 

This idea was generally accepted but it was delegated to me to organise the event and over a 2 

day period.  I will learn to keep my mouth shut one day! 

Following on from the success of a visit to Hayle, organised very efficiently by Pat Milton, I said 

that I would only be prepared to oversee my suggestion if Pat would be kind enough to assist me 

since she is much more knowledgeable about the location than I am.  She kindly agreed and  

between us we ‘set the wheels turning’. 

Pat began considering how we could best visit a number of sites with minimum travelling and I 

contacted the Friends of Luxulyan Valley Society seeking someone who would be willing to guide 

us around the Ponts Mill site. Roger Smith of this organisation got in touch with me and we 

agreed that it would be sensible if he, Pat and I got together and had a face-to-face discussion 

on what we thought that members of IASDA, and SIAS, which had shown considerable interest 

in joining us for this trip, would like to look at. 

Being otherwise engaged for a while, my wife Hilary and I were unable to make time to meet the 

others quickly so Pat and Roger had a brief, introductory meeting without us, to ‘set the scene’. 

Following a visit to Bristol to attend the SWWRIAC Annual conference, which we thoroughly  

enjoyed, Hilary and I then had some spare time in order to drive down to Cornwall in our  

motorhome and catch up with Pat and Roger. 

Hilary had located and booked us into a good campsite just outside of St Austell but we didn’t 

want to drive our motorhome around to look at various features which the trip might take in but 

Pat kindly offered to collect us from the campsite and drive us around the area looking at  

potential sites to visit. Since we had a day in hand before meeting Roger, she first took us a look-

out place on top of Caerloggas Downs from which point there are stunning 360° views across the 

Cornish landscape From here Pat indicated the routes of various tramways, railways and river 

courses heading down to Par on the edge of Carlyon Bay.   The landscape was and still is,  

dominated by industrial activity, on a massive scale. 
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Then we went a short distance to look at the remains of the Carclaze clay pit, seen above. Here 

we stopped here for a picnic lunch.   

Towards the end of this ‘jolly’, Pat drove us down to Par.  Despite it being a holiday destination 

for many people, it is a rather strange place, owing its existence entirely to the clay mining  

industry.  Once a significant port, established by Joseph Treffry (1782 – 1850) who built a  

substantial breakwater harbour and loading facilities for the export of tin ore, the harbour area 

has become massively silted up by the wastes from the clay and tin workings which have washed 

downstream and is now a wide sandy beach. 

 

We only spent a short time in Par and Pat then took us to another view pint, Helman’s Tor on the 

moor.  Once again from here a large expanse of the surrounding countryside can be viewed but 

this is quite different from Caerloggas despite only being a few miles away.  Here the ground, 

again heavily worked in the past, is much wetter but somehow more gentle.  From this place, Pat 

left us and returned home allowing us to follow a section of the Saints Way (footpath/bridle way) 

back to our campsite, about four miles away.  This was a very interesting and informative day 

which really helped put matters into perspective for us. 

Looking seawards on a low tide, across Par beach.  In the far distance the outline of the  

remains of Treffry’s breakwater can be seen and in the middle right hand side remains of his 

loading bays are visible 
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The following morning Pat collected us and took us to the Wheal Martyn Clay Works Museum 

where we were to meet Roger. 

On our way to meet him, Pat took us past Roche Rock (pictured below); a granite outcrop on top 

of which are the extraordinary remains of an old chapel,.  Unfortunately we only had chance for a 

quick look at this.  But what a place?! 

During a very nice cup of coffee in the museum 

cafe, Roger, Pat and Hilary pored over maps of the area while I sat and tried to look intelligent 

(fat chance!).  After the best part of 2 hours  

discussion an itinerary was decided upon which we all agreed offered a very enticing ‘taster’ of 

what the area had to offer in terms of its industrial heritage. 

Roger proved to be a very knowledgeable and pleasant person who promised not only to provide 

us with a detailed programme for both days of our intended visit but to actually guide us through 

it. Unfortunately he was unable to spend any more time that day since he had to return home to 

the pleasures of having to choose a new kitchen, under strict orders from his wife.  

Pat, Hilary and I now had the rest of the day to please ourselves so she suggested that she took 

us to Caradon Hill on Bodmin Moor where there was a Heritage Centre surrounded by a vast  

array of industrial mining remains, spread across a very considerable acreage. We were unable 

to go into the Centre since it was closed.  This was a little surprising since school holidays had 

just begun and there were a number of obvious tourists wandering about. 

Leaving behind the Heritage Centre Pat led us across an area which if it hadn’t had a covering of 

grass and low-lying moorland plants I think would have not looked dissimilar to the surface of the 

moon.  There are hollows and mounds of all shapes and sizes, very crater-like as well as some 

rather ominously barbed-wired, fenced off areas with warning signs attached, stating,  
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      ‘DANGER,  DEEP SHAFTS,  KEEP OUT’.  

Pat first took us to the edge of Cheesewringer quarry (pictured below).  This quarry was worked 

for its granite deposits and had a railway line leading away from it to aid the transport of the cut 

blocks.  There are vast quantities of cut stone still here which clearly display the wedge and 

feather method of cutting and splitting the stone into roughly shaped rectangular blocks.   

However there are one or two pieces of carefully shaped stones left lying unattended.  It makes 
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Museum and the Saltford Brass Mill; grade 2 listed and dating back to the 1702’s which my wife 

and I opted for. This concluded a well organised eclectic programme of events which was 

 thoroughly enjoyable.       Report and images by Adrian Wills 

  

you wonder why having expended so much time and energy to shape these pieces; they were 

never taken away and used for whatever purposes they had been ordered. 

At this point, I lost Pat and Hilary! I wandered off and found my way down into the quarry by 

means of an old railway cutting. Most of the quarry is enclosed in security fencing to prevent  

people having life-threatening falls.  They, in the meantime, had wandered off across the moor 

to have a look at a nearby ex gold-mining quarry.  

Since we couldn’t locate each by sight, the wonders of mobile ‘phones came to the rescue.   

Despite being computer literate I have shied away from owning and using a mobile ‘phone for a 

long time.  However, I was pleased to take advantage of this piece of modern technology on this 

occasion, not that I was worried about them or me being lost. We both knew where we were but 

not where each other was.  Anyway we finally met up and returned to the car and by which time 

we were all feeling a little cold and weary.  It had been another very pleasant, bright sunny day 

marred only slightly by the rather chilly wind. 

Pat returned us to where we had now moved our motorhome and we thanked her profusely for 

all her help and kindness towards us and towards helping plan what I think is going to be a  

fascinating and thought-provoking  ‘jolly’ for IASDA and SCIAS members later this year, then we 

wended our way quietly back home. 

 

Details of the trip are as follows:  

Just one of a number of open mine shafts! 
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IASDA / SCIAS Field Trip Visit to Mid-Cornwall, 8
th

 to 9
th

 June 2019 

 

Saturday 8
th

 June 

9.00 am  Assemble at the Carclaze Inn.  Stop for a brief cup of coffee and breakfast, if required. 

Overview of the area from nearby vantage point 

11.00 am Convoy to Luxulyan village. Park on the road opposite the Institute (SX 05149 58078) 

as indicated by red star on the map below. There are public toilets. Also a shop which sells hot 

drinks. The pub is indicated by the green triangle. 

LUXULYAN VALLEY 

This is part of the Cornwall and West Devon Mining Landscape World Heritage Site. 

Requirements:  

Stout footwear (it will be muddy in places) and clothing appropriate for the forecast weather. 

There is no shelter, toilets or shops once we leave the village. Bring a packed lunch and drink. 

Route: 

The route will be approximately 5 miles and will include fields (with cattle) and rough tracks. 

There may be some steep ascents and descents but it will be at a leisurely pace. We should be 

back in the village by 5 pm at the latest. 

It is hoped to visit various features constructed by J.T. Austen (later Treffry) and others,  

including: the Carmears tramway; the Fowey Consols and Carmears leats; the Carmears  

wheelpit and incline plane; the Long Drive (aka Velvet Path) constructed by the Kendall family; 

Prideaux Wood mine; Ponts Mill; the Par Canal; the Central Cornwall Dry; remnants of tin 

streaming; Lady Rashleigh Mine office; Cornwall Minerals Railway; and the Treffry Viaduct/

Aqueduct. 

Should anyone find the whole route too exhausting there are two points at which it can be cut 

short and a lift back to the village can be arranged. 
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Sunday 9th June 

AN EXPLORATION OF A TRANSFORMED LANDSCAPE 

The estuary of the Luxulyan or Par River has been utterly transformed in the last 300 years. It 

was once a broad estuary navigable as far as Ponts Mill but silting, initially caused by tin  

streaming, has filled the lower reaches. During the Industrial revolution further changes were 

brought about by: mining; the construction by J.T. Treffry of Par Harbour and Canal; the china-

clay industry; the railway; engineering; and tourism. The watery pre-industrial world captured  

eloquently (and accurately) by Daphne du Maurier in The House on the Strand has vanished,  

although glimpses of a pre-industrial world can be glimpsed here and there. 

Meet: 

9.30 am  Meet at in the council car park at the eastern end of Par Beach (SX 08721 53252), as 

shown by the blue star. This is a pay-and-display car park. (Don’t park in the Ship Inn car park 

unless you have made an arrangement with the landlord.) 

Requirements:  

Stout footwear (it will again be muddy in places) and clothing appropriate for the forecast  

weather. It will be a flatter route than that of the previous day. There are public toilets at Par 

Beach and in St Blazey. Bring a packed lunch and drink. You can buy food and drink from  

various shops in and around Par and St Blazey, some of which are indicated by blue triangles on 

the map below: 
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Route: 

It is impossible to understand the changes wrought by J.T. Treffry, and his successors, by visiting 

Luxulyan Valley alone. His influence also affected the lower reaches of the river valley. We will 

walk along Par Beach to the Mount (site of Par Consols mine). From there we will follow the Par 

River and Canal (and replacement tramway and modern railway line) towards Ponts Mill. This will 

afford us the chance to look at interesting features in and around the industrial settlement of St 

Blazey. We will retrace our steps from Ponts Mill before further exploration of the remains of the 

estuary on our way back to the car park. This is not picturesque Cornwall, although quite  

attractive in places, but it does show the county’s profound relationship (for good and ill) with  

industry. 

Once again, this will be roughly 5 miles on paths and pavements (no fields) and we will aim to 

finish by 4 pm at the latest. 

Costs: 

The cost for each day will be £3 per person for DA members and £5 pp for non-members. 

 

In order to reserve a place for these 2 days please contact: 

Adrian Wills  Tel: 01237 477705  Email:  adrian@therollecanal.co.uk 
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HOW TO CHECK FOR NEW ADDITIONS TO LOCAL ARCHIVES 

 

The National Archives at Kew has a searchable database of all national archives in England 

and Wales and most UK local archives including university and British Library manuscripts. 

 

NEW MATERIAL donated or acquired by the following archives can be downloaded as a LIST 

for each YEAR from 1994 to 2017. 

 

 Devon Archives at the Devon Heritage Centre in Exeter  

 Devon Archives at the North Devon Record Office in Barnstaple 

 Somerset Archives at the Somerset Heritage Centre in Taunton 

 Plymouth and West Devon Record Office in Plymouth 

 Cornwall Record Office in Truro 

 

WHERE TO START: Go to the National Archives Home Page:  

 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/ 

 

 CLICK: Help with your Research 

 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/#find-a-research-guide 

 

 SCROLL to the bottom of the page to the Other research tools box 

 

 CLICK: Accessions to Repositories 

 

This should take you to the Accessions to Repositories page:  

 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/accessions/ 

 

 SCROLL down the page to How to use Accessions to Repositories 

 

 CLICK on the YEAR you want (or start at 1994 and check each year) 



 19 

 

The page for each year allows you to CHOOSE  
either by Choose a Topic or Choose a Repository 

 

 CLICK Choose a repository 
 

 SCROLL down the page and CLICK the archive of your choice 
 

 TO SAVE the text, CLICK at the top of your Web Browser Menu File>Save Page as OR Cut 
and Paste text into a Word file. 

               

              Lynette Costello 

 

 

 

Lynette has gone to a lot of trouble endeavouring to produce an ‘Idiot’s Guide’ to 

searching local digitized archives.   

If you are not familiar with this method of extracting information, or like me, have 

never made much sense of it, please have a go and see how easy or otherwise it 

is.  Lynette is keen for people to trial her system and get back to her with com-

ments in favour or otherwise.  

Improvements to systems can only be achieved through feedback.   

Contact Lynette by Email:  Lynette Costello  

<somerset.gad@yahoo.com> 

ARCHIVE INTERROGATION

MORE ON BRIDGES 

Following up on Professor Bill Harvey’s talk on Bridges over the River Torridge, should you wish 
further information, he may be contacted by one of the  links below: 

Latest thinking on viaduct behaviour 

Sign up for Bill's Bridge of the Month Newsletter here 

Bridge of the Month Archive now here 
Follow Bill on Twitter @BillHarvey2 

 
http://www.billharveyassociates.com 

http://www.obvis.com 

http://www.moiretelltales.com 
http://billharvey.typepad.com 

https://help.obvis.com/article/17-viaduct-behaviour
http://www.billharveyassociates.com/bomsignup/
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B-Dm5k9oTdSDfkRiQzdXQzZHQTd5NDYxVV9yTHRZemNZN1Q5X2dQcGVtRlFkcXpSTmdxVFE
http://www.bilharveyassociates.com/
http://www.obvis.com/
http://www.moiretelltales.com/
http://billharvey.typepad.com/
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Mr Sanders (senior) is seen on the right-hand-side of the wheel. 
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The committee of the IASDA strives to keep its membership fully informed of events and items of  

interest and hopes that those reading this newsletter will find it useful. 

Articles on any aspect of Industrial Archaeology, local or national, which members wish to share 

would be gratefully received especially if accompanied by images.   

Should you have articles and images which you feel should be published then please contact   

Adrian Wills  

Telephone: 01237 477705  Email: adrian@therollecanal.co.uk 

Please note that the IASDA or the DA may not be held responsible for any views or opinions  

expressed in these publications. 

W. Sanders & Sons, Milton Damerall,  Horrelsford Garage 

In the last edition of the IASDA I included a small article about a disused waterwheel at the site 

of the company above and how Mr Sanders  showed my wife and I around it allowing me a  

closer look at the wheel and take some pictures. He was also kind enough to send me some  

pictures  seen on pages 20 /21 / 22 that were taken at the time of rescuing the wheel from its 

completely infilled pit.   

Mrs Sanders included an article that she wrote on her family history for her local parish  

magazine, giving me permission to use it for my own purposes.  I include an extract of some of 

her childhood memories which you may find interesting: 

‘When my father needed timber or other building materials it usually meant a visit to Horrels Ford 

and if he wanted lime to put on the land W.M. Sanders arranged delivery………. A lime delivery 

had been arranged and soon after a ‘steam lorry’, a new Sentinel I believe, owned by the Devon 

Trading Company arrived with several tons of bagged lime to be off-loaded….. On another  

occasion W.M. Sanders showed us a very early tractor—I believe it was a Titan made by the  

International Harvester Company in the USA, a number were sent to the UK to help food  

production during WW2………. Another feature of Horrels Ford in those days and for a long time 

earlier was a water-wheel driven sawmill, a valued piece of equipment………...Unfortunately the 

water supply– the mill pond– was not adequate for long runs of sawing as the supply was only 

that amount of water which came from springs up at Worden Farm which before coming to the 

sawmills watered the Rectory fish pond.’ 

I am very grateful to the present Mr & Mrs Sanders for their kindness and consideration in 

providing me with the pictures and text and allowing me to use it here.     Adrian Wills 


