
HACCOMBE.

PART VI. THE COURTENAY PERIOD—(continued).

BY A. W. SEARLEY, F.R.HIST.S.

(Read at Salcombe, 12th July,’ 1923.)

On Nov. 5, 1418, a mandate was issued to administer 
the oath to Sir Hugh Courtenay as Sheriff of Devon 
(Bp. Stafford’s Reg. II, 363b). There are many references 
in this register to Sir Hugh in his official capacity, or as the 
patron of various livings, e.g. I, 85, records that a general 
licence was granted to him and to Philippa his wife to 
celebrate Divine Service in their Domestic Chapel or 
Oratory. II, 186 and 201b state that he presented to the 
Chantry of Forde in the parish of Bampton. This chantry 
was within the churchyard of Bampton, and dedicated to 
the B.V.M. “ In Bishop Lacy’s register I meet with a 
presentation on Aug. 23, 1437, ‘ ad liberam capellam de 
fforde infra cemeterium Ecolesie Parochialis de Bampton ’ ” 
(Oliver’s Eccles. Antiq., p. 170 ; see also note in Hingeston 
Randolph’s Lacy, p. 220).

Stafford, II, 264 and 307b are records of presentation to 
Bampton R., but the right to this act of patronage must 
have been lost almost immediately, for on Feb. 12, 1397-8, 
the Prior of Bath established his claim to the Bampton 
presentation against Sir Hugh Courtenay. The same 
Register, on Dec. 14, 1409, when Michael Lerchdekne was 
instituted as Archpriest of Haccombe, refers to the patron 
as “ Sir Hugh the Elder.” This discrimination suggests 
either that he had a son already knighted, or that the 
reference is to his nephew Hugh, the second son of the 
Blind Earl, who was 20 years old in 1409.

Idem, II, 149 (Ap. 1, 1413).  Sir Hugh Courtenay, Kt., 
Senior, again presented to the Archpresbytery of Haccombe 
in the person of Edward Legh, Chaplain.

Immediately in front of the great Courtenay tomb in 
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Haccombe Church, and looking all the more diminutive 
through the contrast, is a small effigy of alabaster, raised 
on what Powell (MS. in E.C.L.) says is “ a bulk of plaster,” 
and Crabbe describes as “ freestone.” Since that date it 
has been restored, and “ the bulk ” is now marble. (See 
illustration, Part V.) Powell adds : <c Sir Henry Carew 
told me that he had heard this young man would have been 
Earl of Devon had he lived. On looking over the Courtenay 
pedigree, though only a daughter is given to Sir Hugh 
Courtenay I am led to suppose this son was by her, and that 
dying young he was omitted in the different pedigrees.” 
This conclusion, with the exception of the last sentence, 
seems to be the foundation of Cleaveland’s opinion (copied 
by Polwhele), who describes “ the effigies of a youth 
curiously cut in alabaster and finely polished—in a frame 
of the same . . . who may be supposed to have been the 
brother of Sir Hugh Courtenay’s daughter and heir married 
to Sir Nicholas Baron (sic) Carew. If he had lived he had 
been not only lord of Haccombe, but Earl of Devon." But 
this is a mistake, for the Earldom was then in the elder 
branch, and it did not come into this branch till a great 
while after.

This tomb is mentioned in Rickman’s Architecture of 
England, but the writer incorrectly states that the figure is 
in armour.

The description given by Crabbe (Haccombe Church, p. 68) 
of this “ Small Tomb ” is good and accurate. “ We now 
arrive at a diminutive effigy, one of a class of monuments 
which have largely occupied the time, and exhausted the 
speculations of antiquarians. This is placed on a base of 
freestone (see above) battlemented, and measures 2 feet 
2 inches in length. It represents a boy clothed in a jupon 
ornamented down the centre with a row of quatrefoils and 
ending in a sort of escalloped edge ; round the loins is a 
massive belt without any weapon. The hands are joined 
in prayer, and the bare head rests on a cushion placed 
angle-wise on another sustained by two seated angels ; the 
feet rest on a dog. Traces of colour are found on the angels, 
green is also visible in small portions on the jupon ; and on 
the legs and shoes are remains of black.”

The use of alabaster for effigies dates back as far as 1315 ; 
there is one of a knight of that period in Henbury Church, 
Staffordshire. “ Small tombs ” are found in many parts of 
England as well as on the Continent. Lysons refers to one 
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in Dartington Church, now disappeared. Others exist at 
Abbey Dore (Hereford), Horsted Keynes (Sussex), Salis
bury and elsewhere. The writer remembers, many years 
ago, a “ Small Tomb ” of alabaster in Rouen Cathedral, 
containing the heart of Richard I. According to the 
Encyclopaedia Britannica the heart of Henry I is also in 
that church, while that of Edward I is in Jerusalem, and 
Eleanor, his queen, in Lincoln. Robert Bruce wished his 
heart to be buried in Jerusalem, but it eventually found 
a resting-place in Melrose Abbey. This custom of heart
burial was forbidden by Pope Boniface VIII (1294-1303), 
but the prohibition was withdrawn by Benedict XI his 
successor.

There was a “ London School ” of alabaster carving with 
extensive workshops, as early as from 1200 well on into the 
15th century. It was the custom to send the material to 
the metropolis where the “ imaginators ” would execute 
the required effigy. This accounts for the extraordinary 
similarity in detail to be found in widely separated 
monuments. For example, there are two “ Small Tombs ” 
in Westminster Abbey—children of Edward III, who died 
c. 1340. Rogers says “the male figure is attired almost 
exactly the same as that at Haccombe.” Another reason 
for similarity of characteristics was the fact that many 
provincial masons “ served their time ” in London shops 
and returned to their own county with the style and 
mannerisms they had acquired there.

There was another celebrated school of alabaster carving 
at Nottingham, the materials for which came from the 
quarries of Chellaston, or from Staffordshire. (See Sir 
William St. John Hope’s article on “ Alabaster,” Archaeo
logical Journal, Vol. 62.)

All the leading authorities (including Mr. Planché, Rouge 
Croix Herald, who “ thoroughly examined this monument”) 
agree that these “ Small Tombs ” were usually placed over 
the heart of some individual whose body was buried else
where. The custom of disposing the body and heart in 
different places was a well-known practice occasionally 
adopted in the Middle Ages, and extending to later times. 
There are many well-authenticated cases on record. Among 
the ancients, Oriental alabaster was frequently used for 
vases to hold unguents, in the belief that it preserved them ; 
whence the vases were called “ alabasters ” even when 
made of other materials. Such was the “ alabastrum 
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unguenti ” with which the sinful woman anointed the 
Saviour. (See Catholic Encyclopedia, I, 244.)

There is little doubt that the beautiful example of heart
burial at Haccombe was erected to commemorate Edward, 
the eldest child and only son of Sir Hugh and Lady Philippa 
Courtenay, who is supposed to have died at Oxford at the 
age of 16. Philippa died in 1412.

Bp. Stafford’s Register, I, 235, 16 Oct., 1417. “The 
bishop grants his licence for the marriage of Sir Hugh 
Courtenay of Haccombe with Matilda, d. of William Beau- 
mond of Heanton Punchardon in the chapel within the said 
William’s mansion of Heanton, provided the banns were 
duly called in their respective parish churches and leave 
obtained from the Curates thereof.” This is authentic 
evidence of parentage. The writer, in Part IV, p. 199, 
quoting from Polwhele and many others, says : “ Matilda 
daughter of Sir John Beaumont,” but this is an error—she 
was his granddaughter.

Sir William Beaumont, Beaumond, or Bemonte, father 
of Matilda, and son and heir of Sir John Beaumont of 
Sherwell (M.P. for Devon, 1376 ; ob. 1380), was patron of 
Heanton Punchardon, and is recorded in Bp. Stafford’s 
Register as presenting to the Rectories of Stoke Rivers, 
Sherwell, Beaford, Challacombe and Loxhore. He was 
Sheriff of Devon in 1399.

Speaking of Sherwell. Rogers (Sepulchral Effigies, p. 364) 
says : “ The early lords of Sherwell were the Bellomonte 
or Beaumont family, who had their dwelling at Youlston 
in this parish,” and goes on to suggest that the effigy in the 
north chancel wall of Sherwell church “ may be a cenotaph 
to Maud (Matilda) daughter of Sir John (sic) Beaumont 
the third wife of Sir Hugh Courtenay.”

Arms of Beaumont of Yolston (also found at Pilton and 
Ilsington) : Barry of 6 Verry and Geules (Pole).

Hhe Beaumont family were extremely influential and 
wealthy. The Inq. p.m. (No. 67, 1 Hen. VI, 1422) on 
Will’us Beaumond shows that he left in Devon :—

“ Scherewell maner’ hundr’ et advoc’ eccles’ ut de castro 
de Okampton.

Heandon Punchardon maner’ et advoc’ ecclesie. Mershe 
maner’ extent.’

Lyn messuagia centum act’ terr’. Middlemerwode 
mess’ terr’, etc.
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Bokeland Dynham messuagia terr’ molend’, etc., 
Cofynesheanton mess’ terr’, etc.

Holecombe mess’ terr’, etc. Godelegh terr’, etc. 
Chagesty juxta Holdesworth reddit’.

Coreworthy mess’ et terr’. Overhole in Bray maner’. 
Belston mess’, etc. Ellewell mess’ et terr’.

Wichehole infra parochiam de Shirwille. Lycheton 
mess’, etc. Bernesford reddit’.

Ayschemandesworthy reddit’. Setysburgh mess’ et 
terr’. Upcote un’ ferling terr’.

Alysandreshayes in hundr’ de Hemyok. Heanton terr’ 
et advoc’ cantariae.

The Inquest (No. 28, 2 Hen. VI, 1423) on “Isabella quse, 
fuit uxor .Willielmi Beamont armigeri,” the mother of 
Matilda, shows that she was proportionally wealthy, a fact 
that, no doubt, had its due weight in influencing Sir Hugh’s 
views on matrimony.

Somerset 2 manors. Dorset 4 manors. Berks 2 estates. 
Cornwall 3 manors. Gloucester 8 manors. Wells 2 
manors.

Devon : Lancras maner’, Merghe maner’, Est Haggington 
2 partes maner’, Barnstaple 6 mess’, Heaunton Punchardon 
maner’ cum advocationibus ecclesiae et Cantariae.

On Sept. 11th, 1418 a licence was granted to Matilda, 
wife of Sir Hugh Courtenay. Senior, Kt., to celebrate 
Divine Service in their domestic chapel (Stafford, I, 242b).

By his third wife Sir Hugh had two sons : (1) Edward, 
who died s.p. ; aged 8 years at his father’s death (Vivian). 
(2) Sir Hugh of Boconnoc and Ashwater, heir to his mother ; 
aged 4 at her death, and named in her will. Knight of the 
Shire for Cornwall 25 and 28 Hen. VI. Killed at Tewkes
bury, 1471. Married Mary Carminow, the daughter of a 
house famous for its long pedigree. It is said they put on 
their parchment a Devonian chief who “ opposed the 
landing of Julius Caesar ! ”

Arms of Carmyno of Ashwater : Az. a bend Or, a labell of 
3 geules (Pole).

In a deed at Tor Abbey it is stated that at the Inq. p. 
mortem of Thomas Carmynowe (2 Hen. VI), that deceased’s 
daughter Margaret (Mary) was the wife of Hugh Courtenay 
of Haccombe, son of Sir Hugh Courtenay. The other 
daughter and co-heiress was Johanna, wife of Thomas 
Carew, son of Sir Nicholas Carew (D.A. Trans., 1901, 
p. 169).
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Lady Matilda Courtenay survived her husband 42 years, 

and died July 3, 1467. Her will, duly proved, was made 
on Jan. 10, 1466-7, and she lies buried within the Lady 
Chapel of St. Nicholas’ Priory, Exeter. Her Inq. post 
mortem (No. 41, 7 Edw. IV) runs :—

Matilda quae fuit uxor Hugonis Courtenay militis de 
Haccombe.

Cornub’. Lanteglos maner’. Polruan burg’.
Devon. Exon mess’ et gardin’. Goderington maner’ 

extent’. Stancombe maner’. Peyngton mess’ et terr. 
Stokenham mess’ et terr’. Southalyngton maner’. Gate- 
combe maner’. Littlehempston maner’. Copernyslond 
maner’. Dertington maner’.

Feudal Aids, fol. 493 : “ In 1428 Matilda widow of Hugh 
de Courtenay held | fee in Allyngton Cryspyne which 
Johanna Daune formerly held.”

Sir Hugh Courtenay of Haccombe and Boconnoc, Knight 
Banneret, d. March 5, 1425 ; but Cleaveland (p. 238) says : 
“ in 4 Hen. VI Sir Hugh being then amongst others a 
guardian of Thomas (5th) Earl of Devon, then a minor, 
paid 20s. to Thomas Brocket, the Sheriff of Devonshire, 
as an homage to the King for the Manours of Colecomb, 
Coliton, and Whitford (all in East Devon) with the Hundred 
of Colyton, Devon, and for the manour of Crewkerne, 
Somerset.” Risdon gives Thomas Brooke as Sheriff in 
1425 ; so this transaction must have taken place immedi
ately before Sir Hugh’s death. 6 Hen. VI (9 June, 1427) : 
“ John Copleston, John Lauerantz, and Nicholas Boys to 
Matthew Doune—Canon. Grant of a messuage with 
curtilage shops and solars (cellars) in the parish of St. Mary 
Steps next a tenement of the Prioress of Polsloe and the 
High Street leading to the Westgate which the Grantors 
with Hugh Courtenay Knight (late Lord of Haccombe, 
deceased) held of the said Matthew John Hall, Mayor.”

When he first set out on his somewhat uneventful career, 
Sir Hugh possessed only three insignificant estates, but at 
his death his persistent matrimonial discrimination had 
reaped its reward, for his Inq. p.m. (No. 30, 3 Hen. VI, 
1425) shows that he left:—

Hereford: Richards Castell 1 acr’ terr’. Cornub’ : 
Bodewen maner’ ut de manerio de Raylton.

Dorset: Corston maner’ extent et advoc’ ecclesise.
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Essex : Wodeham Mortimer maner’ 3tte pars. Peverel 
honor’ membr’.

Somerset: Wyggebeare duse partes maner’ extent. 
Stratton 40 acr’ terr. Hynton maner’. Modeford maner’. 
Yevele mess’, etc. Kyngeston mess’ terr’, etc. Hill, alias 
Hull, 40 acr’ terr’. Cherde mess’, etc. Kingthcote in 
paroch’ de Brushford, mess’ et terr’.

Devon : Baunton maner’ hund’ et burgh’ extent’. Ford 
advoc’ cantar’.

Haccombe maner’ et advoc’ eccles’ et capella. Uffe- 
columpe maner.’

Rydemore et Comehall maner. Quedike ecclesia in com’ 
Cornub’ spect’ ad Cantar’ de Haccombe.

Come Netherton. Shotebroke maner’. Milton maner’. 
Coderington maner’. Stancombe maner’. Suthallington 
maner. Peyngton mess’ et terr’. Stokenham mess’ et terr. 
Skyradon 604 aer. terr’, etc. Donningeston 68 acr.’ terr’, 
etc. Totton Magna.

Sir Hugh was succeeded by his elder daughter Alianora, 
who was aged 16 at her father’s death. She was co-heir of 
her mother Philippa, but only enjoyed her possessions for 
a few months. She died unmarried, soon after her father, 
aged 16-17.

Inquis. p.m. (No. 21, 5 Hen. VI) : Alianora una filiarum 
et heredum Phillippae que fuit uxor Hugonis Courtney 
chivaler.

Hereford’ et March’ : Richards Castell terr’ parcell’ 
manerii.

Essex : Wodham Mortymer tertia pars maner’ ut de 
honore de Peverell.

Cornub’ : Bodewen maner’ ut de manerio de Ryalton. 
Dyvylek maner’. Quedyk in com’ Cornub’ ptin’ ad cantar’ 
in ecclesia de Haccomb pdict.

Devon : Haccombe maner’ et advoc’ eccles’ extent’. 
Rydemore maner’ extent. Come Hall maner’. Shogbroke 
medietas manerii extent’. Come Netherton maner’ extent.’ 
Mylton maner’.

Lady Philippa’s younger daughter Joan was aged 14 
at her father’s death ; she was therefore born in 1411. (See 
Cal. Inquis. p. mortem, No. 55, 4-5 Hen. VI, for proof of 
age.) She was twice married. Concerning her, Cambden 
(p. 30) writes: “Haccombe fell at last to the Carews, 
whose family is very famous in these parts and very 
numerous.' For Jane (Joan), the daughter of Hugh
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Courtenay and heir to her mother, being married to 
Nicholas Baron (?) Carew had many children. The eldest 
son, Thomas, proving somewhat undutiful to his mother, 
she settled this fair inheritance upon the three younger 
sons ... and upon John her son by a second husband 
from whom are all the Earls of Oxford.”

The descent of this ancient family of Carew must stand 
over for a future paper ; but this seems to be a favourable 
opportunity for briefly clearing up the descent of the Earls 
of Devon through the Haccombe branch. The pedigree in 
Part V shows clearly the relationship of the first eight 
Courtenay earls. After the death of John, 8th Earl, at 
Tewkesbury (May 14, 1471), Edward (6) son of Hugh, son 
of Hugh of Haccombe was created 9th earl by a grant from 
the crown. On his death in 1509, his son William (7) 
succeeded, but died on June 9, 1511. He m. Princess 
Katherine, youngest daughter of Edw. IV. William’s son, 
Henry Marquis of Exeter, was attainted and executed in 
1539. On Oct. 10, 1553, another Grant was made to 
Edward, son of the Marquis of Exeter, and this new Earl 
died s.p. at Padua 18 Sept., 1556. His next heirs were 
found to be the four daughters of his great-great-grand
father’s brother, Sir Hugh of Boconnoc. The present earls 
are descended from Sir Philip Courtenay of Powderham.

The illustration (Plate III, Part V) not only shows the 
“ Small Tomb,” but also the plain free-stone font referred 
to in Part I. This stands on a base 28.5 inches square, but 
only 3 inches thick. The octagonal pillar is 22 inches high 
and 13 inches thick, with a peculiar hollow mould at its 
base. The bowl is also octagonal, and 25 inches across, with 
a chamfered top, and an ogee moulding 4 inches deep at its 
base. The rim is worked around inside to form a ledge for 
the ugly cover to rest on. The inner diameter is 18 inches 
and the depth 9 inches. There is no lead lining or marks 
of hinges.

The white chancel screen of Beer free-stone, together 
with the reredos and pulpit (see illustration in Part V), were 
designed, c. 1821, by John Kendal, the then Architect of 
Exeter Cathedral, at the expense of Sir Henry Carew 
(7th Bart.). Although they completely fail to harmonise 
with their surroundings they are not so incongruous as 
might be expected from the degraded art of the period. 
The screen consists of five square-headed bays with open
ings of cusped and pointed tracery. Its gleaming whiteness 
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gives almost a ghostly effect in its quiet surroundings. 
A good idea of the reredos with its massive canopy work 
and the Ten Commandments can be got from the illustra
tion of “ the vested Arm ” in Part II.

The pulpit is far too ornate to be effective ; every 
available inch is crowded with ornament, and the eye seeks 
rest but finds none. Mr. Watkin, in a paper on Haccombe 
Church (read to the Teign and Dart Nat. Hist. Soc.), noted 
that a wren had built a nest in a hole in the band of tracery 
at the top of the supporting column. A careful examination 
of the photograph (Plate IV) will show the dark spot near the 
centre of the band, marking the entrance. The nest is still 
there (1921), and the bird flies in and out quite undisturbed 
by the infrequent congregation. Churches have ever been 
favourite nesting-places since the days of the Psalmist, 
when “ the sparrow found her an house, and the swallow 
a nest where she may lay her young.” Owls, jackdaws, and 
starlings are at home in many church towers. Swallows, 
sparrows and robins still nest in many churches. The 
writer, only a year or two ago, saw the three eggs of a 
jackdaw, bluish green, mottled and blotched with black 
and dark olive, reposing on an enormous nest of rough 
twigs overflowing the fire-place in West Ogwell church 
vestry, while the sooty mother scuttled up the chimney, 
her only place of exit. But, surely, the strangest nesting
place was that made in a certain Devonshire pulpit; a 
proceeding which caused the Parish Clerk to remark to the 
visiting parson : “ Please, sir, dont’e go to preach in the 
pulpit to-day ’cause Maister’s old grey guse be sitting on 
thirteen eggs and they’m perty nearly out! ”

Haccombe Church was at one time much disfigured by 
whitewash and plaster, but this was removed by Sir Walter 
Palk Carew (8th Bart.) and the beautiful rosy red sand
stone carefully re-pointed, with excellent effect. When the 
plaster was removed from the exterior of the south porch, 
a holy-water stoup was disclosed on the west side. There is 
a small modern porch at the west end of the church, ap
proached by a flight of three steps. The door of this 
porch is secured inside by a massive oak beam sliding in 
stone sockets. Below this door, but slightly to the right, 
a flight of steps leads to the gloomy opening of the vaults 
where so many generations of owners of Haccombe are 
calmly taking their rest.

The ancient roof, which appears to have been that of an
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Early English edifice, has been replaced by what Rogers 
says is an exact copy. (Illustrated in E.D.A.S. Trans,t 
1867.) It is very massive and is formed of trussed rafters 
with curved braces to each pair, but without moulding or 
ornament.

Referring to the remark about Compostello and 
Haccombe tiles (Part IV), it is a somewhat remarkable 
coincidence to find in Rymer’s Foedera a list of vessels 
with their masters and owners licensed to carry pilgrims 
to the Compostello pilgrimage from 1413 to 1456. Edward 
Courtenay (eldest son of the Blind Earl), in 1413, is first on 
the list, and he was allowed to take 40 pilgrims in the 
“ Margaret of Plymouth ” (Cleaveland calls her the “ Mary 
of Kingswear ”). It would appear that Dartmouth was a 
fashionable starting-point for the shrine of St. Iago de 
Compostello. Here are a few of the ships named out of 
Dartmouth :—

No. of
Date. Ship. Master. Pilgrims.
1428 Thomas Thos. Buk. 40

Trinity John Stanbury 50
1434 St. James of Kings

wear
John Heddon 40

99 Anthony of Dartmouth J. Lye 40
99 Peter R. Walter 60
99 Catherine John Lysard 40
99 Lawrence John Colman 30

1445 Trinity of Courtenay John Godyng 200
99 Mary Carew Thos. Colbere 140
99 Mary of Courtenay John Herchin 100


