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Welcome from the Editor

Welcome to the Autumn Edition of DA News in which we learn more about our
incoming President, Simon Timms. Simon’s involvement with the DA goes back
many years, including as author of a number of articles for Transactions which are
now available to read on our website.

Despite this season’s somewhat varied weather, in addition to the usual programme
of engaging talks, our Branches have hosted a fantastic variety of outdoor events.
These have ranged from an excursion on the Beer Heights Light Railway, to creating
raku pots in a garden in deepest mid-Devon, a morning in an Italianate garden and
a search for a crock of gold on Dartmoor.

Weather was understandably a major theme of my interview with Professor
Penny Endersby, the first female Chief Executive of the Met Office. | was extremely
grateful that Penny found time in her tremendously busy schedule to give the DA
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an insight into her career and the
fascinating work in which she and
her colleagues are involved.

For those members not lucky
enough to have attended Jenny
Pery’s wonderful Symposium in May
we have a delightful account from our
Chair, Sue Andrew, and the chance to
see some of the work so beautifully
described by its creators.

We very much hope you will

enjoy this edition.

Erratum

Spring Edition of DA NEWS

The dates in Helen Harris's obituary should have read
'(1927-2023). She was born on 7 February 1927 and died
on 15 December 2023.
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COMMUNICATE

From the Chair

Gliding along the River Dart
in a 100-year-old paddle
steamer, Kingswear Castle,
accompanied by 80 fellow
members of the DA, was
just one of the memorable
moments in a sea of such
this summer. The experience
was all the richer for the

county of his birth, visiting
every parish in Devon in

his pioneering research.

His achievement will be
marked in an afternoon of
short talks by a panel of local
archaeologists and historians,
in which they will share their
appreciation of Hoskins’

expert commentary on the
geology and history of the river and its
environs given by Geology Section Chair
Dr Richard Porter. Fulfilling our broadly
educational remit, while affording the
opportunity to meet with friends and
appreciate the beauty and distinctiveness
of Devon, it is hard to imagine that it
could get much better than this. And yet,
the events keep coming...

In the next few months, in addition to
the programmes offered by Branches
and Sections, we have two special
events which we hope will attract a
wide audience. The first, on Thursday,

7 November, at the Mint Methodist
Church Centre in Exeter, is a celebration
of the 70th anniversary of W. G. Hoskins'
magisterial Devon, still considered
essential reading for anyone interested
in the history of our county. Professor
Hoskins, the DA's President in 1978,
had a deep knowledge and love of the

Devon by reading and
commenting on their favourite passages.
The afternoon will be introduced by Peter
Beacham, the DA's President in 2012-13,
and a former student of Hoskins, who
contributed the introduction to the
edition published in 2003.

The second special event is to be held at
Buckfast Abbey on Friday 6 December,
when David Davies, formerly assistant
director of music at Exeter Cathedral
and organist at Buckfast, will return

to the abbey to play the magnificent
Ruffatti organ, installed there in 2017.
This event will be a welcome reprise of
the concert in 2021, where attendance
was affected by the announcement

of a new variant of Covid the evening
before. For those of us who did manage
to attend then, we can report that

you are promised a lively afternoon of
conversation and music, both delivered
to the highest standard.



These events and all the other work of the DA
are underpinned by an attention to detail at
every level without which the charity could not
function. One particular challenge this year, to
which the Executive has risen admirably, has
been in applying to the Charity Commission for
a change of legal status from an unincorporated
association to become a charitable incorporated
organization (ClO). By the time you read this, the
old charity will be winding down with the new
ClO effective from 1 January 2025. In order to
put clear water between the old and new, | shall
stand down as Chair at the AGM in September,
picking up the reins of the CIO in January. | am
pleased to report that Richard Pocock will stand
as Chair, and lan Varndell as Vice Chair for the
period September to December. Richard and lan,
together with Hon Treasurer John Haslam and
Executive Secretary Bridget Gillard, have steered
us through the process of incorporation, which
will contribute to the long-term sustainability of
the DA, and their considerable efforts are very
much appreciated.

The AGM will also see us thanking our outgoing
President, Jenny Pery, whose Symposium in

May proved such a delight, and welcoming our
incoming President, archaeologist and former
Head of Culture and Countryside for Devon
County Council, Simon Timms. Simon has been
working hard over the past few months to ensure
that his Presidential theme - Celebrating Devon's
World-Class Heritage — forges new connections
for the DA so that it will have the widest possible
reach and bring us real benefits. Without

doubt, we can look forward to another year of
memorable moments.

Sue Andrew
1. Photograph of Hoskins leaning on a gate.
f Reproduced by kind permission of Peter Jones

2. David Davies at the Ruffatti organ, Buckfast Abbey.
Photo: Sue Andrew
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Meet the New President

r Simon Timms, our President for 2024-25, describes himself

_ as a heritage enthusiast with a deep love of Devon.

He was born in Buckfastleigh and has spent much of his life in our county.
After his childhood ambition to become a jockey came to nothing, he
developed an early interest in local history. Simon remembers what first
sparked his curiosity:'my parents had a copy of W. G. Hoskins’ 1954 book,

Devon, on their shelves. It felt as if you were holding the whole of our
county in the palm of your hand'

He was fascinated by the names (such as Bratton Clovelly, St Giles-in-the-Wood and Zeal
Monachorum) that appeared in Professor Hoskins’ Gazetteer of over 450 Devon places.
This landmark book showed him that every local community, however small, has a
history worth exploring.

Simon discovered the joys of archaeology when he went on his first dig while waiting
to go to university. He joined a large team of volunteers investigating South Cadbury
Castle in Somerset, one of several sites laying claim to being King Arthur’s Camelot.

‘Sir Mortimer Wheeler was a regular visitor to the dig; he recalls,
‘it was such a stimulating project to work on'.

After finishing university Simon returned to Devon and found a
job in the County Council’s Conservation Team in the late 1970s.
As County Archaeologist he coordinated rescue excavations

in advance of the construction of Roadford Reservoir in West
Devon in the late 1980s. The discovery of a‘lost’medieval village
drew large crowds to the site tours before the valley of the River
Wolf was flooded.

1. Simon Timms (left) addressing members of the Medieval Village Research
Group at Shop Farm, Broadwoodwidger, in March 1988 before the farm was
demolished to make way for Roadford Reservoir. The group includes Mick

1. Aston (in stripey jumper) who became well-known as a co-presenter of the
Channel 4 Time Team programmes. Photo: Tom Greeves



These excavations were the inspiration for Channel 4's very popular
Time Team programmes that ran for more than 200 episodes.

Simon went on to become President of the Devon Archaeological
Society before he retired from Devon County Council as its Head of
Countryside and Culture. He now gives time to offering pro bono advice
to local organisations on heritage projects. Beyond Devon he has
served as a trustee of the National Trust and as chair of the Heritage
Lottery Fund’s SW Committee. He was elected as a Fellow

of the Society of Antiquaries in 1995.

Simon knows the DA well. He was a member of our former Council and
the first paper that he contributed to our Transactions — on the DA's
history — appeared in the 1987 volume.‘We should be so proud of our
annual Transactions; he says, ‘still going strong after 162 years, they
represent a unique treasure house of information about Devon in its
many aspects.

During his year as President, Simon is keen to champion Devon’s
heritage. He is delighted that the DA is holding an afternoon of talks in
Exeter this November to mark the 70th anniversary of the publication
of W. G. Hoskins’ Devon.

The theme of his President’s Symposium at Tiverton in May next year
will be Celebrating Devon’s World-Class Heritage. This will turn the
spotlight on the six cultural areas in Devon (such as the Jurassic Coast
World Heritage Site and Exeter’s designation as a City of Literature) that
have been recognised by UNESCO for their global significance.

He regards it as a great honour to be
invited to be our 163rd President.‘As

a schoolboy growing up in the 1960s,

| wrote a letter to the DA asking for its
help in learning more about Devon's
history. | could not have imagined back
then that | would one day receive this
honour. My year as President will give
me the chance to thank everyone in our
Branches and Sections who do so much
for the DA by organising its impressive
year-round programme of talks and
other member events'

4,
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f

Readfivng Revervoy

2. Simon Timms' paper

on Roadford Reservoir

was published in the 1990
Transactions and can be read
on DA’s website.

3. Some of Devon’s finest
archaeological objects featured
in the Treasures of Ancient
Devon exhibition which Simon
Timms helped to organise at
Exeter Museum in 1997

4. Simon Timms outside
Providence Chapel, Throwleigh,
in 2022. He offered advice on
the award-winning heritage
project that has helped
breathe new life into this
185-year-old Dartmoor chapel.
Photo: Chris Chapman.

5. Exeter’s 2019 designation
as a UNESCO City of Literature
will be celebrated at the DA
President’s Symposium to be
held at Tiverton in May 2025.
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From the Branches

The
Devanshire
Association

BIDEFORD AND NORTH DEVON BRANCH

The Bideford, Westward Ho! and Appledore Railway was the subject of a talk given by David Carter,

local historian, in March 2024. Barnstaple station opened in 1854 and a railway from Bideford

was proposed in 1860, to open in stages. Construction started in 1901 on standard gauge, first

from Bideford Quay to Westward Ho! and on to Appledore that was reached in 1908. The route

was punctuated with halts - from Bideford Quay it followed the Strand towards maintenance
sheds, along Kingsley Road, through Kenwith to Cornborough Cliffs with its wooden platform, to

Westward Hol! This, the busiest station, had two platforms and its own manager, Mr John Loughlin.

A concert hall was built at Westward Ho! that raised interest in the railway and the town, hosting

shows popular at the time including The Minstrels, and clog dancers. From Westward Ho! the line

of Golf Links Road was followed to reach Appledore station sited near the church, with its station
master, Mr Moody.

1. Theline of the railway can still be picked out by
features remaining, e.g. maintenance sheds in
Bideford, Kenwith cutting and the Concert Hall
(the site now a beer garden). This railway was never

&3 ' 4 linked to the national network and the impact of

- — e . . the1914-1918 war led to its closure in 1917, stock

Tk = having been requisitioned by the war effort, some
going to destinations in France. Financial reasons
and growing competition from road transport
meant that the venture was never revived.

1.Two locomotives at
Bideford Quay, circa 1905.
Image: Public domain

2.The Route of the Bideford,
Westward Ho! and Appledore
Railway. Detail from the
Ordnance Survey 'New
Popular Edition; 1919.

3.The old railway cutting at
Kenwith Castle.
Image: Public domain



In April David Thompson, Curator of
Horology at the British Museum, gave a talk
on Thomas Mudge (1715-1794) the famous
horologist. The talk was well attended, with a
descendent of Thomas Mudge present.

Born in Exeter, Thomas
was the second son of
Zachariah Mudge and
his wife Mary. When he
was young his family
moved to Alhalland
Street in Bideford

when Zachariah was
appointed headmaster
of Bideford Grammar
School, attended by
Thomas himself. On
reaching 14 or 15 he
was sent to London and
apprenticed to one of the best-
known clock and watch makers,

George Graham of Fleet Street.

On completion of his training in 1738
Mudge gained experience with several
well-established London watch and clock
makers, including John Ellicott, and

set up business by himself in 1748.

At this time each clock or watch was
handmade using components from specialist
craftsmen providing parts for both interior
movements and cases. These were often

of precious metals, some enamelled, and
very decorative. Mudge’s skill became
recognised, and he was commissioned to
make time-pieces that included features
such as repeating minutes, quarters and
hours. Watches and clocks were highly prized
items and owned mostly by the very wealthy
and royalty. Mudge had commissions from
King George Ill who purchased a watch for

4. Portrait of Thomas Mudge. Image: Public Domain

5. The Cottagers (1788) by Joshua Reynolds. Image: Public domain,

via Wikimedia Commons

Queen Charlotte, and from the Spanish King,
Ferdinand VI, who purchased several.

At the beginning of the eighteenth century
people customarily used sundials to tell the
time. According to the movement
: of the sun, the length of hours
shown varied. In contrast,
mechanical clocks show
hours of uniform duration.
Ingenious clockmakers
designed watch
movements that showed
both solar time and mean
time, the latter gradually
being adopted. Mudge
developed an equation
watch so that the user
could calculate or read solar
time and in 1755 he invented
the lever escapement that allows
the balance wheel to swing completely
free of the escapement during most of its
oscillation, improving timekeeping accuracy.

By 1770 Thomas Mudge’s health was
declining and he left London to live with
his brother Dr John Mudge in Plymouth,
where he worked on the development of a
marine chronometer that would satisfy the
requirements
of the Board of
Longitude.

In May the DA
President, Jenny
Pery, gave a well-
received talk

on Sir Joshua
Reynolds to the
Branch AGM.

Barbara Hilton
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EAST DEVON BRANCH

The East Devon Branch winter meetings were
especially well attended, with audiences
back to pre-Covid levels. Churchill’s Secret
Army in East Devon was the subject of a talk
given by Andrew Chatterton of the Coleshill
Auxiliary Research Team (CART). We heard
Andrew describe the formation in 1940, and
intended operation, of a force designed to slow
down the German advance should Britain be
invaded.

With the strong support of Churchill, ‘the
Auxiliary; as it was anonymously named, was
formed of patrols of 6 to 8 men based a few
miles inland from the eastern and southern
coast of Britain. After the initial invasion, their
task would be to conduct guerilla warfare,
interrupting supply lines and assassinating
senior officers in the German command.

A second strand of the Auxiliary would be
responsible for alerting the British
forces to German strengths and
deployment in their local areas, so
that effective counter forces could

be quickly moved into position.

The Auxiliary was no Dad’s Army, even though
farmers and other reserved occupations may
have belonged to both organisations. They
were, by Churchill’s express orders, very well
equipped with arms and explosives and highly
trained at the Coleshill centre near Swindon.
Each patrol had a well-concealed operations
base - there were around ten of these in

the East Devon area — some of which were
destroyed soon after the war, some well-
preserved, some still not found — such was

the absolute secrecy surrounding this force.
All recruits were required to sign the Official
Secrets Act and when dismissed towards

the end of the war were expressly told they
would receive no recognition for their role.
The operations of codebreaking at Bletchley
Park started to come into the public domain in
the 2000s; CART is now shining a light on the
shadowy organisation that was the Auxiliary.

1. Andrew Chatterton's book.

2..The Warsash/Hook Patrol in Hampshire. The rifles
held by the men have homemade butts as the men
worked in a boatyard and had the timber and skills to
modify them. Photo reproduced by kind permission
of CART www.staybehinds.com
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Lundy Island and MS Oldenburg. Photo: Sue Andrew

With Lundy Island: The Isle of Puffins, Simon Dell,
one of Lundy Island’s’Ambassadors; took our
large group on a virtual tour of the island. With
years of experience as a guide, Simon relayed
fascinating and often quirky information on its
geography, history, and wildlife. For example,
did you know that the island takes its name
from the Norse for‘puffin’? In 2000 just four
puffins remained due to rat predation; with rat
eradication the population has risen to 1,500.

Lundy Island marks the boundary between
the Bristol Channel and the Atlantic. Neolithic
and Bronze Age burials and Roman memorial
stones show its long occupation. A strategic
site on which Marisco Castle was built in the
fourteenth century, it has been a pirate base
and a shipping graveyard. Its unique position
provides a habitat for about 250 grey Atlantic
seals, seabird colonies and all five of Devon's
corals.

Nowadays the island is owned by the National
Trust and its properties are let as holiday
cottages by the Landmark Trust. Access is by
MS Oldenburg from llfracombe or Bideford.
This engrossing virtual tour illustrated how the
island is well worth a real-life visit.

A large, sophisticated manufacturing business
is surprisingly located in a small East Devon
village. In our last winter talk, Derek Boswell
took us behind the scenes of Peco, a company
designing and manufacturing model railways
in Beer. Set up originally in Branscombe

as a cottage industry, it now employs 160
people, manufactures its own tools and
markets globally. Trackway is the company’s

best-selling product, and we were shown the
precision needed to produce and assemble the
multiple tiny parts on which perfectly detailed
miniature engines will run. The company
promotes model railway building through its
publications and on site through constantly
updated displays of complete model railway
sets. The Branch followed up the talk with

a visit in July to Pecorama, the spectacular
gardens created by Peco on the hillside above
the factory. We enjoyed the added attraction of
a journey through the gardens on its 7%-inch
gauge Beer Heights Light Railway.

Janet Caudwell

Beer Heights Light Railway, Pecorama.
Photos: Mike Harland



COMMUNICATE

EXETER BRANCH

Our New Year Gathering was again held at the
grade Il listed Cowick Barton public house on
the outskirts of St Thomas. The guest speaker
was former DA President John Allan who
regaled a packed audience with the history
of the medieval building and its predecessor,
Cowick Priory.

He explained that after the Norman Conquest,
William the Conqueror made Baldwin de
Meules of Brionne (Haute-Normandie, France)
Sheriff of Devon and Lord of 159 manors,
including Cowick. Around 1100 Baldwin’s son
and heir, William fitz Baldwin, then gave the
manors of Cowick and Exwick in the parish

of St Thomas to the Benedictine Abbey of
Bec-Hellouin in Normandy. A daughter-priory
- Cowick Priory — was founded sometime
before 1120 when monks were sent from Bec.
The Priory fell foul of Henry VIII's dissolution
of the monasteries in 1537-8: the remaining
monks were evicted by Lord John Russell,
whose descendants became the Earls and
Dukes of Bedford.

But where was the Priory located?

For many years it was thought to have

been at Flowerpot Field on the bank of the
River Exe opposite the Mill-on-the-Exe pub.
Archaeological evidence however, such as
notable burials and the site of a chapel, now
puts it a little to the east of the present site of
Cowick Barton mansion (this makes far better
sense than on the floodplain of the River Exel).
Fragments of medieval floor tiles have also
been found in nearby Cordery Road.

Cowick Barton mansion was built for Lord
Russell in 1540 and may well contain some
of the stones from the demolished Priory. Its
construction is a characteristic Tudor E-shape,
and several original features have been
preserved: there is even a trapdoor in the
floor leading to a cellar and passages, and a
fireplace with heraldic arms commemorating
an unknown event in 1657.

After the manors of Cowick and Exwick were
sold by the 4th Earl of Bedford to William
Gould in 1639, the mansion passed down
through several families. One renowned owner
was the surgeon John White-Abbott (1763-
1851) who had the house restored.

Cowick Barton exterior.
A surviving ornate fireplace with heraldic arms. Photos: Andy Jones




He was an accomplished amateur artist who left
a vast body of topographical Devon landscapes,
largely watercolours. The last occupants were
the Simmons family (1920s-1960s). The semi-
derelict house was abandoned in 1963 after
which it was bought by a brewery.

In May several DA members tried their hand at
creating Japanese raku ceramics at the Brightfire
Pottery (Roundash Farmhouse, near Chumleigh).

Raku means ‘pleasure’and is a firing technique
which originated in the 1500s. Hand-shaped,
semi-porous vessels decorated with lead glazes

were especially used in Japanese tea ceremonies.

The traditional technique involves relatively

low firing temperatures and the removal of
pieces from the kiln to cool in the open air. In
the Western version, which was developed by
studio potters in the 20th century, the wares are
usually thrown on a potter’s wheel and fired at a
high temperature. When glowing hot, they are
transferred to an open air container filled with
combustible material.

Using Brightfire’s exotic glazes, participants
were invited to paint a ready-made bowl or
ceramic object hand-moulded or thrown from
local clay obtained from a Devon quarry. They
were then invited to look periodically inside the
kiln to watch their glazes turn to glass as the
temperature reached 1,000°C. After some 30
minutes, the pieces were removed and plunged
into (combustible) sawdust. The ensuing
controlled oxidisation produces vibrant colours
and textured effects, such as crackled glazing.

Finally, we are delighted to announce that
Professor Willie Hamilton CBE has joined the
Exeter Branch Committee in the dual role of DA
Executive Committee liaison (after Dr Bridget
Gillard) and member of the committee. He

is Professor of Primary Care Diagnostics with
particular expertise in cancer. Details of his
distinguished career are given in the University
of Exeter’s Medical School website.

Antony T Buller

Exeter Branch

Sources:
John Allan’s PowerPoint presentation

Exeter Memories website https://www.exetermemories.co.uk

Harvey, H. 2011, The Story of Exeter. Phillimore & Co. Ltd, 230pp.
ISBN 978-1-86077-678-6

Sources: https://brightfirepottery.com & https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Raku_ware

1. Decorating the ceramics.
2.  Ceramic entering the kiln for
firing.

3./4.Bowls being plunged into
sawdust as part of the raku
process.

5./ 6. Finished pieces.
Photos: Sue Andrew
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PLYMOUTH AND DISTRICT BRANCH

At a well-attended March meeting, Martin Read
(University of Plymouth Maritime Archaeologist)
gave a fascinating talk titled: Commercial

Wharf, Plymouth: revelations of trade, fishing and
victualling the Navy in the 17th century. A bulging
sea wall in danger of collapse prompted an
eight-week dig on the Barbican waterfront

in 2022 by Plymouth Archaeological Society.
This yielded evidence of the life and times of
local people in the mid to late 1600s including
pottery and clay pipes from Italy, Portugal,
Spain, France, Holland and the Rhineland as
well as English pottery from North Devon and
Somerset. Many finds, such as Portuguese olive
jar shards, reflect the triangular trade involving
fishermen crossing the Atlantic in spring, taking
their salted fish catch from Newfoundland to
Iberia and the Mediterranean, and returning to
Plymouth with ceramics and other goods. Close
by, Phoenix Wharf was operating as the first
dedicated victualling yard in Plymouth, later

expanding to incorporate all of Commercial
Wharf. It supplied the Navy for nearly 200
years until these operations moved to the
Royal William Yard in 1831. Investigations also
revealed evidence about the sequence of
building at the site. Items found were probably
attributable to builders using waste material
to raise the ground level. Other work identified
more than 400 shells of mostly edible species
(oysters, cockles, mussels and limpets).

In April, for a joint Plymouth Branch and

Royal Geographical Society meeting, our

Chair Malcolm Hart (Emeritus Professor of
Micropalaeontology, University of Plymouth)
presented an overview of South Devon caves
and their ice-age history to a packed Athenaeum
lecture room. Included among its wide-ranging
aspects, mention was made of Father John
MacEnery, a pioneer of systematic excavations
at Kents Cavern in 1825 and other caves in

the vicinity. Also mentioned was the work of

Recovering woolly rhinoceros remains from Sherford excavation
near Plymouth. Image courtesy of AC Archaeology.

”~

Hominin jawbone from Kents
Cavern (42,000 years b.p.).
Image courtesy of Nick Powe.



William Pengelly, one of the most celebrated
geologists of the nineteenth century in

South West England who was particularly
interested in the caves of the county and
played a leading role in the formation of

both the DA and Torquay Natural History
Society. Addressed too were: how and when
the limestone caves of South Devon were
formed, exciting dateable megafaunas, and
time scales and use of stable isotopes (oxygen
16/18 ratios) for dating precision linked to
glacial and interglacial periods. Besides Kents
Cavern, locations referenced were Berry Head
(Corbridge cave) and Plymouth’s Cattedown,
Oreston and Sherford caves. Devon’s limestone
distribution is not that extensive — being
more or less confined to South Devon, the
caves formed by flowing groundwater c. 380
million years ago. Considered with finds from
Cattedown'’s caves and the recent discovery of
megafauna from Sherford, South Devon has

a near unique record of cave history as was

Visit to see Bafdié Rock Inscriptions.
Photo: C Kilvington.

Plymouth and District Branch

presented in this lecture. Mammoth and wolf
remains from Sherford are being cleaned prior
to dating by Royal Holloway (predicted to be
¢. 33,000 years BP). Eventually this material will
be returned to The Box. Malcolm Hart gave a
similar presentation to the Geology Section in
Crediton in May.

On a Friday afternoon in mid-June, we had a
joint DA/RGS Dartmoor field visit to see the
Reverend Bray’s bardic rock inscriptions in the
Cowsic Valley near Two Bridges. This 1.5 mile,
off-the-beaten-track, rough underfoot walk
was led by Simon Dell, MBE, author, guide and
local historian and it complemented Simon'’s
November talk on this intriguing subject about
granite boulders inscribed at the behest of

the Rev'd Edward Atkyns Bray (1778-1857).
Although heavy showers had been forecast the
weather stayed dry during the two-and-half
hour period of our exploratory walk.

Colin Kilvington
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SOUTH DEVON BRANCH

Our regular meetings at Newton’s Place (home
of the local museum, which is well worth a visit)
continued with a varied programme in 2024.

In February, Dr Mike Haywood gave a
fascinating talk about the myth and reality of
the voyage of the Mayflower. This was superbly
illustrated by Mike’s highly accurate paintings
of the Mayflower and her voyage over the
rough seas of the Atlantic. For those that were
not lucky enough to attend his talk, a browse of
his website to see more of his paintings is very
worthwhile.

In March, Bill Thomson gave a very interesting
talk on William Froude, the English engineer
who had the first ship test tank (85 metres
long) built at his home in Torquay. Although

oy *
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Froude may not be as well remembered as

his contemporary, Brunel, his legacy lives on

in many ways including the Froude Number.
William's brother, James Froude, was president
of the DA in 1870 - a reminder of the history of
our organisation. (see the article People of the
DA on page 31).

:".d -.:‘.’

Froude's test tank at Torquay, c. 1872.
Image: Public domain

Seas so High. Painting of the Mayflower by and © Dr Mike Haywood.



South Devon Branch

April was the last month for our indoor lectures and a fitting end to the season was a well-
researched and illustrated talk by Frances Billinge who spoke about the (financial) rise and decline
of the Hole family of Bovey Tracey who owned the Parke Estate. We can only thank Major Hole

who bequeathed Parke to the National Trust in 1974 as it is now there for all of us to enjoy. The talk
had an added bonus as one of the audience had family connections to the gardens at Parke.

The sun shone for our fully subscribed, first summer excursion
which was to the Italian Garden at Great Ambrook in May
where we were given a very informative tour by volunteer
guides. Great Ambrook can only be described as a garden
restoration par excellence. The four-acre garden, complete with
swimming pool, summerhouse, tennis court and walkways, was
completed in 1912 and then after its heyday, from which sadly
no photographs survive, was forgotten and neglected until this
century when restoration has begun. We are already planning
a repeat visit in a few years’time to see how the restoration is
proceeding. See https://www.theitaliangarden.org/
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At the swimming pool, Great Ambrook.
Photo: John Maltby

In July, as a complete contrast to Great Ambrook, nineteen of us visited Glendinning’s working
quarry near Ashburton on a gloriously sunny day where we had a very informative tour given by
two of the staff covering: the history of the company; how they work to protect the environment;
how the various products such as lime, aggregate, tarmac and so on are made; how explosives are
used; and finally what will happen to the area when quarrying finishes.

To all those who organised and contributed to a successful season of talks and excursions, from
tea makers to speakers and garden volunteers to quarry workers who answered lots of our
questions, many thanks.

Louise Snow




Barn Owl. Photo by Russell Savory, donated to Barn Owl Trust.
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TAVISTOCK AND WEST DEVON BRANCH
In February, freelance ecologist, photographer
and illustrator John Walters gave us an awe-
inspiring presentation on Wildlife Highlights —
Devon and Beyond. John thrilled us with beautiful
images, including that of the rare pink form of
the Meadow Grasshopper, and strange tales from
the natural world. He draws and paints outside
and endless patience is required to capture
his subjects - from Alpine Swifts roosting in
Teignmouth to the Brook Lamprey, one of the
oldest known fish species - really a living fossil -
found in a stream in Buckfastleigh. John stressed
the value of taking the time to look closely at
the world around us for then its secrets may be
revealed.

Pink form of Meadow Grasshopper.
Photo: © John Walters

March saw the wildlife theme continue, with Dr
Mateo Ruiz delighting us with his presentation
on Restoring the Balance: the Work of The Barn

Owl Trust. Mateo showed superb photographs

of the iconic bird with the heart-shaped face

and told us of the marvellous adaptations that
equip it for a life in its rough grassland habitat.
But barn owls face many threats and hazards and
since the 1930s it has been estimated that there
has been a two-thirds decline in their numbers.
The Barn Owl Trust, based in Ashburton, works
to raise awareness of the issues responsible for
this decline and to mitigate their impact. It was
heartening to see the positive changes that could
be effected.

Dr Sharon Gedye's talk in April, on Medieval
Floodplain Change and the Development of

Early Tavistock was both highly stimulating and
avowedly speculative. Sharon noted that the
River Tavy in Tavistock now is engineered and
not as natural as it might first appear. In the early
medieval period, the river would have been multi-
channelled with low banks and a developing but
thin floodplain. When a Saxon monastery was
first built in the town, its possible siting on a flat
riverside site would have rendered it at risk of



Bere Ferrers quay. Photo: Sue Andrew.

flooding. Sharon argued that we should consider palaeoenvironmental change - hydrology
and geomorphology - and also the subsequent hydrological management of the precious
resource that is the Tavy when considering the town’s development.

In May, Clive Charlton imparted his wide knowledge of the history and development of Bere
Ferrers through a most interesting guided walk around the village. Clive paused at various
sites, showing old photographs and demonstrating the changes that have since occurred.
After visiting the church, with its exquisite fourteenth-century glass and fine monuments, we
strolled down to the formerly industrial tidal quay where we were rewarded with beautiful
views up and down the Tamar, taking in areas once alive with metal mining, particularly silver
and lead, and market gardening. A walk uphill with a visit to the Barton, and tea back at the
station at the Tamar Belle, completed a fascinating and enjoyable afternoon..

In June, we were fortunate to have another fine day for visiting Tor Royal Farm at Princetown.
In the ownership of the Duchy of Cornwall, the upland farm has been worked by Justine and
David Colton since 2011 (see DA News, Spring 2021). Justine showed us around the historic
house, designed and built for Thomas Tyrwhitt between 1785 and 1793, and related its various
royal connections. After a fine tea, we were guided by Colin Kilvington over the moor to the
Crock of Gold, a prehistoric cairn with retaining circle and cist — a splendid site with stunning
views in every direction.

Our final summer visit was to Peter Tavy in July. The day dawned wet but an intrepid group, led
by Chris Wordingham, enjoyed a walk down to the old mine workings on the banks of the River
Tavy, before visiting the largely fifteenth-century church of St Peter, with its fine gravestones of
the early 18th century and later.

We look forward to our Autumn programme of events (see Diary) and hope to see you there.

Sue Andrew
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Hunting for the Crock of Gold.
Photo: Sue Afdrew ! i




COMMUNICATE

The
Devonshire
Association

Photo by kind permission of Jenny Pery.

In May, over one hundred members and
friends of the DA gathered in Petroc College,
Tiverton, for Jenny Pery’s Presidential
Symposium on Colour and Form - both so
beautifully expressed in her own artistic
practice.

In her introduction Jenny averred that Art is
an essential component of human existence
— it feeds the imagination and has the power
to inspire, lifting our minds and spirits. So it
proved in the work of the six eminent artists
and designers who had come to share their
personal insights with us in a vibrant and
highly engaging day.

Writer and artist Jenny Balfour-Paul’s talk
Blue is the Colour focused on this calming,

dﬁ Presidential Symposium

sometimes melancholy, hue with its
associations with the infinite. Jenny has an
enduring fascination for indigo, a natural
blue dye which has exceptional longevity,
being used over thousands of years in
everything from ‘Egyptian Mummies

to Blue Jeans' She has travelled widely,
documenting surviving indigo traditions,
researching indigo from shipwrecks

and teasing out information in archives.
Promoting natural dyes through education,
exhibitions and writing affords Jenny the
opportunity to discuss contemporary issues
such as sustainability.

The title of Benedict Rubbra’s presentation
Painting is Silent Poetry, was taken from
Plutarch: Painting is silent poetry, and poetry
is painting that speaks. It could not have
been more apt for a remarkably moving
exhibition of Ben’s art and words, which,
after an initial reading, we were invited to
re-consider in silence. In his paintings — acute
observations of three-dimensional models
he constructs and illuminates — Ben seeks a
balance between control and freedom. Yet
as he strives to form order from the chaos
of the subconscious mind, he recognises
that the creative process is ever developing
and shifting, requiring constant energy and
commitment from the artist.
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Jenny Pery with speakers from her Symposium. Left to right Michael Honnor, Jenny
Balfour-Paul, Ivor Heal, Bridget Heal, Hilary Paynter and Benedict Rubbra.

Inset: John Pike. All photos: Sue Andrew

Like Benedict Rubbra, Michael Honnor was
entranced by art as a child and the magic has
stayed with him in all winds and weathers,
for Michael paints en plein air. His talk,
entitled Soaked to the Skin: A Painter Outdoors,
gave a real sense of the sudden drama of
changing conditions. The trick, argued
Michael, was in holding the aliveness of a
landscape or creature still and silent. Michael
favours watercolour or thin acrylic which

can be floated onto paper or canvas. Noting
that colour has an extraordinary power of
suggestion, he is confident in mixing any hue
quickly and matching it to the landscape,
which enables fast work and a certain
freedom of expression. He often photographs
his paintings in the landscape, cast with
shadows and other weather effects.

Hilary Paynter’s brilliant talk Sixty Years a Wood
Engraver was full of the humour that infuses
many of her finely-wrought engravings.

She explained that wood engraving was an
ancient art and it was possible to present
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a shifted view so that it
can take in more than a
photograph. Being a medium associated with
landscape, Hilary was commissioned by the
National Trust to make wood engravings of
Cotehele in Cornwall. Using boxwood and
working on the end grain, one of her main
themes for this project was archways. Hilary
has a good visual memory which is most
useful as she works on the fine details in her
blocks. Although the majority of her work

is in black and white, she does occasionally
use colour, and, if so, it is blue, as used in her
exquisite St Kilda Blue of 2015.

N

In From Pit to Pottery: The Civilizing Story of
Devon’s Ball Clays John Pike took us through
the history of ball clay working in the county
including the practicalities of its extraction
and its varied applications. The relatively
scarce white-firing plastic ball clays proved
invaluable in the quest to replace Chinese
porcelain and it is still widely used in sanitary
ware and tile-making.
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Hilary Paynter

Benedict Rubbra

Michael Honnor

Ivor & Bridget Heal

Jenny

Balfour-Paul

Jenny Pery and Benedict Rubbra. Photo: Sue Andrew

Our final talk of the day was given by Ivor and
Bridget Heal: The Exhibitionists. The Heals have
arranged high profile exhibitions in London and
elsewhere: Aztecs at the Royal Academy in 2002-
03 and Turks also at the Royal Academy in 2005
among them. The dilemma that they face is that
the art and artefacts now in the collections of
museums and galleries were never intended for
such spaces - they have been wrested from their
original settings. The intention of the exhibition
design is therefore not to slavishly copy the
original setting but to reflect it in such a way that
a context is established but does not take over
from the object. Through the architecture of the
gallery, vistas and lighting, display and graphics,
the viewer should be guided gently towards an
understanding and appreciation of the art or
artefact.

In essence Jenny’s Symposium was a vivid
evocation of the power of Colour and Form and its
capacity to enrich our lives immeasurably through
the creative talents of artists and craftspeople.

We were saddened to learn of the death of Ben
Rubbra in August, some three months after his
remarkable presentation at the Symposium. We
send our condolences to his family and friends.

Sue Andrew



River Dart Cruise on the Kingswear Castle

In July over eighty people travelled on the River Dart for this DA-organised educational and
fundraising trip. We were blessed with a glorious sunny evening for the two-hour cruise

to the river mouth and then back up the river to just short of Stoke Gabriel. The captain
introduced the history of the boat and then Richard Porter gave us an excellent commentary
of the sights and the geology of the river. This was the third attempt at arranging this cruise.
Owing to the need for the boat to make extensive repairs, we could not guarantee its
availability for the previous dates in 2022 and 2023. The quality of the work was obvious as
to its immaculate condition, so the wait was well appreciated.

The Kingswear Castle was built in 1924 to replace the original Kingswear Castle of 1904 (the
hull of which is still beached further up the Dart). The present engines are from the original
boat and are coal fired. The three Dart paddle steamers were decommissioned in 1965, and
in 1967 Kingswear Castle was purchased by the Paddle Steamer Preservation Society (PSPS).
It had two sister boats: the Totnes Castle sank while being towed for scrapping and the hull
of the Compton Castle remains in a creek at Truro, the engines having been preserved by the
PSPS. Kingswear Castle was restored to operating condition on the Medway and commenced
sailing again in 1985. In 2012 it returned to the Dart operated by the Dartmouth Steam
Railway and River Boat Company but still owned by the preservation society together with
the sea-going steamer PS Waverley. The paddle steamer Kingswear Castle
All photos: Sue Andrew

This trip was most successful. It is
hoped that we can organise other
events that not only help towards
the financial security of the DA but
are also enjoyed by our members.

Richard Pocock




CELEBRATE

Met Office

Penny Endersby
Predicting the variable:

[ Hope I'm Right

Bridget Gillard

Penny Endersby, as Chief Executive
of the Met Office, heads up an
organisation whose reputation

is held in international high
regard. Her varied and impressive
journey to what Penny describes
as her‘dream job'is a fascinating
illustration of just how far a thirst

for knOWIedge can take you. Met Office Chief Meteorologist in the Operations Centre.

It all began with a love of nature. Penny recalls: ‘| have been interested in nature and wildlife

from my cradle. My parents say | was leafing through bird books before | could read" She was
exposed to the world of science at an early age through her father, an
acoustic engineer for British Gas. One evening when Penny was still at
primary school, he brought home some recording instrumentation for P
a nighttime noise survey and set it up in the sitting room. Penny \f“
sneezed and watched with interest as the needle went over to the "\/
right and back again and thus began her interest in the practical Met Office
application of science.
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She was fortunate to attend a girls’ school where science was

- taken seriously and taught as three separate subjects, along
(o ! T ﬂ with lab work which she thoroughly enjoyed. The vast majority
- b _ " of Penny’s contemporaries at school went on to become medics,
= 1 ! ¥ ‘; but she felt drawn to a different field of discovery. In the sixth
-t S :’ g f form she received a fantastic opportunity to find out first-
f“i' m e " hand what working in research was like after winning a WISE
. = (Women in Science and Engineering) Scholarship for a summer

placement at the GEC Hirst Research Centre. At the time the
Centre was working on very early research into optical fibres.

She immediately felt at home and was enormously excited at the
opportunity the work presented. Penny explains:‘l was interested
in pushing the boundaries and exploring — hoping to find
something new'

Met Office Supercomputers

e

When Penny was making her degree choice, engineering was
still considered by some as the preserve of men in boiler suits.
Consequently, she chose to study the natural sciences, winning a
place at Newnham College, Cambridge. Here she developed an
interest in materials science and metallurgy and was sponsored
by British Gas to research fuel cells. Penny explains: ‘All my life

| have oscillated between being a physicist and an engineer and am chartered as both, and a
fellow of both bodies. | work on the cusp between the fundamental underlying science and what
you do with it" She identifies this duality as a recurring theme throughout her life, along with a
third preoccupation to: ‘find something new and turn it into something that does good-

This desire to beneficially apply her knowledge took Penny after graduation to the Royal
Armaments Research and Development Establishment where she specialised in armour and
explosives, later joining its successor the Defence Science and Technology Laboratory (Dstl)

and then the Met Office. Penny explains the connection between these seemingly disparate
roles:‘In Dstl it was all about saving lives and in the Met Office it's about helping people to make
decisions about how to stay safe and to thrive. Sometimes that’s about saving lives, such as

not taking high-sided vehicles on bridges in high winds. | have a huge personal driver towards
making things better’ Penny expands further on the common threads that run through her wide-
ranging working life. Her early career in defence was spent developing ways to protect armoured
vehicles: ‘The way you model those high velocity impacts is through computational fluid
dynamic modelling which is the same sort of modelling you use for the atmosphere, because at
those enormously high pressures metals behave like fluids. Her most recent job before coming
to the Met Office was as head of all the cyber and information research for MoD which included
space work: ‘A lot of meteorological measurements and observations are done through space. |
thought | had big data in MoD, but it turns out compared to the Met Office that data was quite
modest’

To give a picture of just how big the Met Office data is she explains that we are sitting on half
an Exabyte (which is 1 with 18 zeros after it) of data. They take in 200 billion observations a day
and the supercomputer makes up to 15 thousand trillion calculations a second. Penny concedes



that the scale is hard to comprehend. All this
technology is housed within a multi-award-
winning, sustainably designed building
whose light internal spaces and dynamic

rills of water create a congenial environment
which is palpably evident in the relaxed but
efficient atmosphere. Impressive though this
is, the most important feature of the site is its
security. Penny explains:‘much of our time
and energy revolves around how you curate,
make useful, make available, store, ship, move
gargantuan quantities of data. In this respect a
failure of business continuity is a scary thing to
contemplate. The building is lovely but more
importantly it's got uninterruptible power

- diesel under the car parks and duplicates

of everything, to make sure we can keep
operating.

Penny is an influential advocate for women in
science. There had been, in the person of Dame
Julia Slingo, an eminent female chief scientist
at the Met Office, but she is the organisation’s
first woman Chief Executive. She observes:

| still feel an obligation to pay forward the
investment I've had through things like the
WISE scholarship and some great mentorship
from other women’ The Met Office works hard
on all aspects of diversity, making sure careers
in science are understandable and open to
everybody and she is proud of the fact the
workforce is currently around 40% female -
unusual in an organisation which draws largely
from the mathematical and physical sciences.

Throughout her career, Penny’s work has
carried the weight of significant consequences
for the decisions made. She qualifies the
pressures this must inevitably entail by
observing that her work takes place within
the context of large organisations: ‘decisions
stand on the shoulders of giants and experts.
For example, putting out weather warnings
is the decision and the initial accountability
of the chief meteorologist on the day, and |
would never interfere with that decision’ Her

undoubted composure, however, has been
attained through experiencing situations most
of us would find extremely stressful including
entering theatres of conflict and working

as a Silver Commander for Major Incidents
Response - a similar role to the person who
recently oversaw the safe disposal out at sea of
the bomb in Plymouth.

Her fearless approach to practical situations is
mirrored in her research life:‘l've worked at the
cutting edge of regulation, particularly at the
MoD; the kind of thing where you go to the
regulator and say “l am contemplating doing
this”and they reply “nobody has ever asked
me this before!” | had a wonderful mentor

who said “do the right thing and nothing can
touch you”and that’s broadly what | go with’ In
recent years her biggest challenge as a leader
was the response to the Covid pandemic.
Unlike many organisations, the Met Office had
recently exercised their pandemic flu response,
but no-one could have foreseen the eighteen
months of absence from the office consequent
to the arrival of the virus. She recalls the time
as a‘challenging period to be a leader because
of all the toolbox of skills you had built up

over years suddenly half of it is not available

to you' Despite the challenges, some of the
working practices forced onto the organisation
by circumstance have proved advantageous,
such as hybrid working which allows the
organisation to recruit nationwide and to cross-
cover military sites.

In addition to the important role the Met Office
plays in forecasting the weather and modelling
future climate scenarios, Penny explains a
number of the less well known aspects of their
work. The Met Office owns four of the National
Risks, one of which is Space Weather Risk. Space
weather can impact on satellites, aviation and
communication and they run a 24/7 desk which
monitors solar activity, providing warnings to
the various industries which may be affected.
Friday 10 May was the busiest day on the space
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desk for ten years. Penny explains: ‘The sun

had put out four big coronal mass ejections
overnight which the officer dealt with and as his
replacement came in it put out a fifth'

The Met Office is one of nine Volcanic Ash
Advisory Centres around the globe with
responsibility for the Icelandic volcanoes which
are most likely to affect our air space. It is also
one of only two world area forecast centres that
route all the air traffic around the globe - the
other is in Washington. Penny observes:‘If a
flight is going to be nine minutes early out of
New York because it has been routed out of the
jet stream going around the turbulence, that
information will have come from the Met Office’
They have staff all over the country in frontline
sites, some of them military and others civilian,
such as air traffic control and the national
highways centres. There are also four overseas
bases in Gibraltar, Akrotiri (Cyprus) which is
currently very busy due to the Gaza conflict, St
Helena and the Falklands.

One of the big current issues throughout
industry and public life is artificial intelligence
(Al). Penny notes Al for weather forecasting

is making extraordinary progress:‘Could you
replace our supercomputer and model which
is three million lines of code with an Al version?
Up until eighteen months ago we would

have said no, but now there is evidence that
Al models are really good at chasing down
what you train them to do. We are in a really
interesting period of disruptive technology
where we fully expect to use more Al, but

we don't know just how far it will step into
the space previously done by physics-based
modelling' She believes Al will be a positive
thing for climate modelling as it makes it
cheaper and faster. This will be of particular
benefit for developing nations who do not have
the resources to run vast supercomputers and
models.

Penny explains that the world of meteorology
is an amazingly collaborative one:'We take in

200 billion observations a day, but nobody can
make a weather forecast without observations
from all over the planet, so all nations have

an obligation to take observations over their
area of responsibility and to share them’

This process is brokered through the World
Meteorological Organisation and by its statute
the delegates to the WMO are heads of the
Met services. Penny, who is the permanent
representative to the WMO, notes: it's a bit of
an odd UN body because nearly all the others
are staffed by diplomats, but this one is staffed
by geeks' There is also a lot of collaboration
within Europe - all satellite observations are
bought collectively through a body called
EUMetSat. Penny is President of an organisation
called the European Centre for Medium-Range
Weather Forecasts which specialises in the
longer term, providing the data for the seven-
to-fourteen-day range forecasts on the Met
Office weather app. The Met Office has a global
model — as does America, France, Germany,
Japan, Korea, Russia and China. A good day in
the operational suite is when the models all
agree, which is most likely when the weather
is more predictable. Penny explains:’If our
model says one thing and the European model
another then we will look at other models,

and our experts will take a view based on their
knowledge of the strengths and weaknesses
of each!

We are all familiar with forecasting but perhaps
less so with hindcasting. One of the statutory
duties of the Met Office is to keep the climate
record and they hold an amazing archive which
includes handwritten ships' logs, Beaufort's
diaries and Fitzroy’s initial pitch for why there
should be a meteorological office. One of

the most historically resonant items is Group
Captain Stagg's map, plotting the weather
conditions to show when the D Day landings
could happen, a copy of which hangs on the
wall in the Met Office. Penny notes Stagg
wrote at the time in his personal notebook the
heartfelt words‘l hope I'm right' She clearly



Group Captain Stagg’s map, plotting the weather conditions for the D Day landings.

identifies with the statement observing she
and her colleagues frequently have recourse
to the phrase:‘For example on 40 Degree Day
when | was watching that heat plume go up
the country and wondering if we would reach
the 40 degrees we said we would'

Penny cites 40 Degree Day as an example of
where citizen scientists can assist in the work of
the Met Office. On their website there is a page
called WOW (WeatherObservationsWebsite)
where members of the public can submit their
own weather data. There are very few Met
Office sites which report every fifteen minutes,
so on that day Penny recalls:‘l was watching the
WOW data, and | could see where the intense
heat was, and which one of our sensors to be
watching: Citizen scientists have also been
involved in the climate record. In conjunction
with Reading University the Met Office
archivists have been digitising the records,
scanning them so they can be made public.

The publicin turn have been turning the scans
into digital records by reading the numbers and
putting them into spreadsheets.

Despite an incredibly full and challenging
work life Penny has made the most of her
relocation to Devon and has relished the
opportunity to get to know the Devon
countryside — completing the Dartmoor 365
challenge, exploring the South West coast path
and church crawling. When not exploring her
adopted county, in her rare moments of down
time she sings with the St Peter’s singers at
Exeter Cathedral, where she has recently been
installed as their first Canon Scientist.

Penny disarmingly describes herself as a‘data
geek; but this title in no way encapsulates
the multiplicity of talents, interests and
achievements of the Met Office’s first woman
Chief Executive.

Bridget Gillard

v
-
&
=2l
.- _.
1
=

e ——




INVESTIGATE

Commemoration

Walking the lanes around the mid-Devon
village of Sampford Courtenay with wildflowers
garlanding the hedges and birdsong in the air,
an aura of peace and tranquillity pervades. It

is hard to imagine that the fields occupied by
grazing sheep, or filled with gently swaying
wheat, were once the scene of a terrifying battle
— the culmination of a rebellion in 1549 which
pitched Devon men against each other and
foreign mercenaries and resulted in the deaths
of perhaps four thousand people or more.

On 7 June Sampford Courtenay marked the
475th anniversary of the so-called Prayer Book
Rebellion, also known as the Western Rising,

ith two talks to a capacity audience, organized
by The Devonshire Association, which focused
on the reasons for the rebellion and its eventual
- terrible outcome. Sue Andrew’s talk looked at
the roles of Sampford Courtenay church and
church house in the early sixteenth century, so
before the radical changes to traditional religion
which sparked the conflagration.

fessor Mark Stoyle, author of a recent highly-
laimed book: A Murderous Midsummer: The
Western Rising of 1549, then explained how
thousands of ordinary people in Devon and
Cornwall refused to accept the protestantizing
religious reforms of the boy-king Edward VI.
Mark drew on new evidence to explore both the

= SN WG
church house from the

Sampford Court;nay churchand
south east. Photos: Sue Andrew
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causes of the rebellion and its main events. He
considered the dreadful consequences which
ensued when the protestors were eventually
crushed by a powerful royal army and argued
that the rising was the most catastrophic event
to occur in Devon and Cornwall between the
Black Death and the Civil War.

Almost four hundred years later, in another
beautiful and peaceful part of Devon - the
seashore at Slapton and its hinterland - terror
once again held sway. Compulsory Evacuation
Orders had been served in November 1943

on the inhabitants of villages in the South
Hames, since the area bore similarities to the
Normandy landscape which was, eventually, to
be invaded by Allied troops on D-Day in June
1944. But a series of tragic events unfolded

at Slapton and in Start Bay in April 1944,
during training for the D-Day landings, when
Exercise Tiger did not go according to plan,
and hundreds of men lost their lives. The story
of Exercise Tiger will be recounted by Graham
Hawkins at Slapton Village Hall on 10 October -
please see the DA Diary for details.

While it is perhaps difficult now to imagine that
Devon was ever the scene of such horror, the
memory of those long and painful days should
never be forgotten.

Sue Andrew

War Memorial at Torcross near Slapton.

Candle photo by: jarl-schmidt on Unsplash



People of the DA

A controversial and apostate historian
and writer. James Anthony Froude FRSE
(President 1870).

Robert Hurrell Froude, Rector of Denbury and Dartington, and Archdeacon of Totnes from
1820 to 1859, had three notable sons with very different destinies. The oldest, Richard Hurrell
Froude, became a priest, a Fellow of Oriel College and a leader of the Oxford Movement, with
John Keble and John Henry Newman promoting Catholic values within the Anglican church.
The second, William, was a pioneering fluid dynamicist and an outstanding railway and
maritime engineer; more on him in the next DA News. The youngest brother, James Anthony
Froude, became one of the most respected writers and most controversial historians of the
Victorian era, and the DA’s ninth President.

James seems to have had a miserable childhood. His mother and five of his siblings all died

of tuberculosis before he was three, and he grew up in Dartington Rectory in an atmosphere
of joyless bereavement. He followed his father and brothers into Oriel, which was by then the
epicentre of the Oxford Movement. He was ordained as a deacon, and was invited by Newman
to contribute an article on St Neot to his Lives of the Saints, but came progressively to react
against the Movement and indeed against many of the teachings of the Anglican church,
influenced particularly by the sceptical German theologian David Friedrich Strauss whose

Life of Jesus had been translated in 1846 by the equally sceptical Mary Ann Evans, otherwise
George Eliot. Strauss, and henceforward Froude, stressed that theology should be subject to
the same standards of evidence-based analysis as history, and by these standards the miracles
of the saints, and indeed those in the gospels, appeared highly questionable.

In 1849 Froude published a semi-autobiographical novel, The Nemesis of Faith, whose hero
struggled with the same doubts as Froude’s own. Outrage ensued, and the book was publicly
burned in Oxford. Froude had to resign his Fellowship (of Exeter College, not Oriel), and
retreated to stay in llfracombe with Charles Kingsley who had himself been through a period of
doubt a few years before and was at that time taking a break from his parish through ill-health
and exhaustion. There Froude met and in due course married Kingsley’s sister-in-law Charlotte
Grenfell, and began writing his most important work, a twelve-volume History of England from
the fall of Wolsey to the defeat of the Spanish Armada. His views on the Tudors were unorthodox,
and strongly influenced by his by now established antipathy to Catholicism and to the Anglo-
Catholic revival. He saw Henry VIll as the Protestant hero who released England from the
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tyranny of Rome, and was lukewarm about Elizabeth who would, he believed, have achieved
little without Burleigh.

Charlotte died in 1860, and Froude married her friend Henrietta Warre the following year. He
edited Fraser’s Magazine for fourteen years from 1861, and in 1869 was elected as Lord Rector
of St Andrews University, narrowly defeating Benjamin Disraeli.

He resigned from Holy Orders at last in 1870. In the same year he completed his History of
England, and became the DA’s President. His presidential address is excellent: a discussion
of the evolution of history from myth with reference to classical sources, to the Bible, and -
inevitably - to the miracles of the saints, though tactfully not to those of Jesus.

Froude was a staunch imperialist. He had a profound interest in Ireland, where he was briefly
a tutor after graduating and visited several times afterwards, and this led to his second

major work, The English in Ireland in the Eighteenth Century, in three volumes from 1872-4.

He deplored the poverty of the peasantry and was strongly critical of the way in which the
country was governed, but had no doubts about the right and duty of the English to do so,
and indeed to govern'lesser’races worldwide. From the 1870s he became increasingly, and
often regrettably involved in the maelstrom of colonial politics, travelling to southern Africa
for the Colonial Secretary Lord Carnarvon to promote confederation between the colonies,
resulting in acrimonious conflict with the relatively liberal government of Cape Colony which
had no wish for confederation and disliked his attitude to the local people. He travelled
extensively to Australia, New Zealand and the West Indies, and wrote two books with his own
views on colonial government, which gained him few friends.

His third major work: a life of Thomas Carlyle, who had been a personal friend and an
inspiration, evoked still more controversy, principally because of his treatment of the difficult
relationship between Carlyle and his wife with its implications on the sexual politics of
marriage, and his discussion of Carlyle’s shortcomings as well as his strengths.

In 1892, on the recommendation of Lord Salisbury, Froude was appointed Oxford’s Regius
Professor of Modern History, controversially (again) as his historical writings had been
extensively criticised in Oxford for inaccuracy. He retired to Kingsbridge in 1894, and died
there in October of that year. Henrietta had predeceased him, in 1874.

Following his presidency Froude was given Honorary Membership of the DA, but lived
in London and seems to have played little further part in the Association’s activities. His
son by Henrietta, Ashley Anthony Froude CMG, in turn became the DA’s President, at the
Buckfastleigh meeting in 1913.

Robin Wootton

Portrait: James Anthony Froude by Sir George Reid, oil on canvas, 1881, NPG 4990 © National Portrait Gallery, London



1. Sorbus croceocarpa 2. Sorbus croceocarpa

FLORA OF DEVON

Masquerade

Following a press announcement in
December 2021 of planting of Devon
Whitebeam near the Grand Western Canal

at Sampford Peverell recreation ground, |
decided to investigate the planting as it is
outside the natural distribution area. | was
advised by the Canal management that the
organiser had misinterpreted what was being
planted and it was just a whitebeam. | was
told, though, that Sorbus devoniensis had
already been planted in three places next to
the Grand Western Canal and | was given the
WhatThreeWords locations (not as accurate
as GPS but easy when you know what you are
looking for).

The first two were the smallest and from what
could be seen they were Sorbus devoniensis.
Planted in 2018 and sourced from a now
closed commercial nursery that was involved
in growing native Sorbus for conservation/
research, they are both growing well. From
experience the nursery had produced quality
stock.

The third plant is at the canal basin in
Tiverton, just east of the Canal Visitor Centre
on the junction of a side track to a tearoom.

3. Sorbus croceocarpa 4. Sorbus devoniensis

Considerably older and from the same source,
it was fruiting well in September 2022.

However, on first impression this was actually
Sorbus croceocarpa, the Orange-berried
Whitebeam, an identification later confirmed
by Tim Rich. | have since found the nursery’s
2012-13 catalogue online which includes
Sorbus devoniensis but no related species,
although it includes S. anglica.

The hope is that any other plants sold as
Sorbus devoniensis were not put into any
conservation planting and were used for
garden use.

A group of Sorbus croceocarpa has been
planted above the cliff outside the bottom
gate to Coleton Fishacre, but the National
Trust has no record of it being planted
although there is a record of a specimen of
a cultivar of Sorbus aria, 'Majestica' which
was purchased from Hilliers nursery in 1930.
| would not expect a Sorbus planted then to
still be alive.

David Cann

A selection of Sorbus croceocarpa all at Tiverton canal
basin except one with very ripe fruit (Fig 3) at Coleton
Fishacre. Also, for comparative purposes, Sorbus
devoniensis foliage. All images David Cann
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INSECTS OF DEVON
Ectoedemia heckfordi van Nieuk-
erken, Lastiivka & Lasttivka, 2010

Ectoedemia heckfordi van Nieukerken,
Lastlvka & Lasttvka, 2010, a very, very small
motbh, is truly a special Devon insect. It is only
known from five kilometre squares in south
Devon, most notably at Hembury Woods, near
Buckfastleigh, and in the Dart Valley — and
nowhere else in the British Isles. In mainland
Europe it is only known from three moths, one
in Austria and two in Germany, both of the
latter recorded at the same site on the same
date. All three were attracted to artificial light.

Itis one of a family (Nepticulidae) which

has generally the smallest moths known to
science. Ectoedemia heckfordi, for example, has
a wingspan of less than 6 mm.

The reason for the apparently very restricted
distribution of E. heckfordi, both in Britain and
mainland Europe, is completely unclear. The
larva (caterpillar) mines the leaves of Sessile
Oak Quercus petraea and Pedunculate Oak Q.
robur, both of which are common species in
Britain and mainland Europe.

Most of the (few) sites where the species is
known in Devon are areas of mature mixed

Fig. 1 Ectoedemia heckfordi, tenanted leaf mine,
Hembury Woods © lan Thirlwell

woodland. The easiest way of recording the
species is to find the larval mine. The mines
occur on seedlings and saplings, occasionally
on mature trees, during late August to early
September. Like all species of Nepticulidae
that mine leaves, the mine is made within the
upper epidermis of the leaf. The mine starts as
a short, contorted gallery filled with black frass
(droppings) and then abruptly changes to an
elongate blotch with black frass on either side,
and usually at or near the edge of the leaf. The
larva is emerald green (Fig. 1). No other oak
mining nepticulid larva in Britain is that colour
or makes a similar mine. When full-grown the
larva leaves the mine to pupate.

I have only ever found larval mines and have
never seen the moth in the wild. I first found a
mine, fortunately tenanted, on 28 August 2004
at Hembury Woods. It was clear both from the
shape of the mine and colour of the larva that
it was a species new to Britain. | first thought
that it was Ectoedemia caradjai (Groschke,
1944) a species known from mainland Europe.
Fortunately, in September | emailed Dr Erik
van Nieukerken at the Naturalis Biodiversity
Center, Leiden, who is the world’s expert on
the Nepticulidae, about this and then sent
him a few tenanted mines. When a moth
emerged the following spring, he emailed me
to say that it was not E. caradijai, but the same

Fig. 2 Ectoedemia heckfordi, Holotype
© Erik van Nieukerken




as material he already had of an undescribed
Ectoedemia species, none reared, from

Spain and Portugal. However, after detailed
examination of various characters, including
DNA analysis, he concluded that the Devon
material was, in fact, a different and previously
unknown species, which he very kindly named
after me in his 2010 joint paper with LastGvka
& Lastlivka.

The mines that | sent him came from Hembury
Woods and so that is designated in that paper
as what is known as the Type locality. One

of the moths reared by Erik was designated

as the Holotype (Fig. 2), meaning that it is

the specimen which defines this species and
with which other possible candidates can be
compared.

INVESTIGATE

Hembury Woods is a National Trust property,
for which | had a recording permit, and its
symbol is a sprig of oak leaves, which is quite
fitting! Perhaps they should now draw a mine
on one of the leaves!

| am extremely grateful to Mr lan Thirlwell
of Portsmouth, Hampshire, and Dr Erik van
Nieukerken, for allowing me to use their
images of a tenanted larval mine and the
holotype respectively.

Bob Heckford

References
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five new species and new data on distribution,
hostplants and recognition. ZooKeys 32: 1-82.

Magging: short news items

Magging is a Devonshire dialect word for talking, chattering

Manor Mill, Branscombe

In among the leafy lanes of Britain's longest village, there’s a historic gem that'’s recently been
brought back to life, courtesy of the National Trust and the expert millwrights it works with. Manor
Mill has been a vital part of the Branscombe community since the 1600s, providing the village with
flour and animal feed for generations until the 1930s when it fell into disuse. Starting in the 1990s,
the National Trust has been refurbishing the mill and restoring it to full working order. It is now being
run on a regular basis, with free entry and expert guidance from the volunteers on duty.

Manor Mill: National Trust Images/John Miller




MAGGING

Loughwood Meeting House, Dalwood

Just off the main road from Axminster to Honiton is an intriguing late seventeenth-century
Baptist chapel. This exquisite thatched property stands witness to the trials of persecution and the
triumph of faith and community, and is redolent with atmosphere and inspiring stories of people
coming together in the face of hardship. The National Trust looks after the building and, with the
assistance of a group of volunteer caretakers, it keeps it open free-of-charge to visitors, whether
interested in community history or seeking a spiritual space.

The National Trust is always on the lookout for volunteers to assist with keeping these fascinating
places open to the public. If you would like to find out more, then please email branscombe@
nationaltrust.org.uk, FAO Martin Jennings-Wright.

Loughwood: National Trust Images/Eric McDonald

Devon Word Watching from the
DEVONSHIRE DIALECT DICTIONARY

adoned up =repaired

hammick =a large portion
Old Botherashin =The Devil

Taken from the Devonshire Dialect Dictionary
https://devonassoc.org.uk/ddd-intro/
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Obituary
PETER CHRISTIE (1950-2024)

Peter Christie, Bideford historian, author, former Mayor of Bideford and
a long-serving Town and District Councillor passed away peacefully on
Tuesday 20 February 2024.

Peter was a well-respected member of North Devon’s community

who has been sadly missed as the months have moved on. There is no

doubt that many local people will continue to remember the various

and, in some senses, quite different aspects of Peter’s life within his
local community. His 41 local history books have brought his readers huge pleasure, as indeed have
the contributions he made to The Devonshire Association both in terms of public lectures and the
articles he contributed to Transactions.

Peter was Britain’s first Green Party mayor and the youngest ever Mayor of Bideford, although he was
not originally from the town, being born in Portsmouth. His family later moved to Bury St Edmunds
where Peter attended the King Edward VI Grammar School. Leaving school, he joined the Merchant
Navy and sailed around the world with the Shaw, Savill and Albion Line. He then began working

in archaeology before enrolling at the Portsmouth Polytechnic. While there he gained a degree

in Geography and later became the first student in his department to undertake a postgraduate
degree. He then joined North Devon College as a lecturer where he stayed until 2012. Peter also
became an Open University lecturer and worked for both the WEA and the University of Exeter.

He was elected to Bideford Town Council in 1983 and became its mayor two years later, a role he went
on to hold a further three times. In 1991 he was elected as a Green Party Candidate to Torridge District
Council, becoming its Chairman in 2014. During the following years he co-founded a local nature
reserve, set up a scheme to help establish local businesses and took on many environmental issues.

In addition to his lecturing role, Peter also ran a second-hand book and records shop in Bideford for
around thirty years.

From 2006 until his death, he wrote a weekly column on Bideford Life for the North Devon Journal
and provided a page each week of old photographs and local history. Throughout much of this time
he managed to fit in being a trustee of the Bideford Bridge Trust and of The North Devon Maritime
Museum and was also chairman of the North Devon Athenaeum. In 1978 he married Judith Brown, a
talented singer, although they divorced in 2001. He is survived by his daughters Jessica and Maeve,
his six grandchildren and his partner Annette Waehler.

Jane Whittaker

Peter Christie giving the Public Lecture at the DA 152nd Annual Conference in Barnstaple in 2014.
Photo: Antony T Buller




BOOK REVIEWS

Book Review

Peter Beacham, In the Quiet Fields (pb PUBLISHING, 2024).
Softback, 334 pp. ISBN 978-1-3999-7741-8

Taking its title from a poem by John Clare, a poet known for
his evocative descriptions of rural life and scenes, this novel
sits alongside Peter Beacham's work of non-fiction Down the

- Deep Lanes (Devon Books, 2001), whose title derives from
llu;ll(i - a poem by Ted Hughes. Both works are also linked by the
= . beauty of their design, by the quality of their production,
lfl ( t and by art - In the Quiet Fields being superbly illustrated by
| l' I C{ the drawings of Robert Organ, whose oil on canvas (Untitled)

Devon Landscape graces its front cover, and Down the Deep
Lanes by the sensitive photographs of James Ravilious.

While Down the Deep Lanes focuses on an exploration of place, his adoption of fiction

In the Quiet Fields allows the author to explore the people of that place, particularly their
interwoven, often complex, relationships as they seek to negotiate the sweeping changes
in the rural South West that were made manifest in the late 1960s and the first half of
1970. Relating the story of an incomer to the area, young architect Jonathan Lane, the
novel is populated by finely-drawn characters, whose tragedies and triumphs are told
with empathy and a deep understanding of human frailty. Neither does the work shy away
from questions of faith and the search for meaning, although this aspect does not over-
dominate the narrative.

The author’s wide experience of the landscape and historic buildings of the South West
shines through, especially in his descriptions of finding new uses for old buildings
which are sympathetic to their origins, yet not bound by their past. And his account of
the commissioning of a new sculpture of Mary Magdalene, defined not by its religious
significance, but by its expression of warmth, vulnerability, and healing is inspired.

So read and enjoy this novel and look out for the rewinding of time at its close!

Sue Andrew

Devon landscape photo by: Veronica White on Unsplash
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Entries include the activities of the Association that were confirmed at the time of going to press.
However not all the details of every event are available and there may, of course, be later changes.
Please check the website at devonassoc.org.uk/events for updates, or the listed contact can
advise.

Members are welcome to attend meetings or join visits and excursions arranged by a Branch

or Section to which they do not belong, unless the event has limited numbers. They should,
however, get in touch with the contact to confirm details and to be sure that there is space. There
is often room for non-members of the Association who should also get in touch with the contact
beforehand.

2024
September

20 Climate Change Impacts in Devon (Tavistock & West Devon Branch)
At 19:30. David Ramsden MBE has become increasingly concerned about the loss of species
and what scientists are saying about climate change. His talk looks at the impact climate
change might have on us locally in Devon and what we can do about it.
DA members £2, non-members £3.
Venue: Tavistock Parish Centre, 5a Plymouth Road, Tavistock, PL19 8AU.
Contact: Wyn Cudlip, tavistock@devonassoc.org.uk or 07762 768765.

24 The Pinwill Sisters and the Restoration of Lew Trenchard Church (Buildings Section)
At 14:00. As part of a series of events to celebrate the life of Sabine Baring-Gould in the
centenary year of his death, the Buildings Section is hosting an afternoon at Lew Trenchard
Church, where Dr Helen Wilson will present on its restoration, including work by the Pinwill
sisters. There will also be visits to the Baring-Gould graves, the Forgotten Garden and the
Holy Well. All welcome, no booking required. £5 on the door.
Contact: Helen Wilson, dabschair@devonassoc.org.uk

28 Fossils in the Triassic Red Rocks of Sidmouth and East Devon (Geology Section)
At 10:30, a talk by Rob Coram. The Permian and Triassic red rocks that form the imposing cliffs
along the East Devon coast were laid down in the dry desert interior of thesupercontinent
Pangaea. The rare fossils that they contain make these beds of worldwide importance in
telling the story of how life on land recovered from the world'’s greatest mass extinction.
DA members £4, non-members £5.
Venue: Boniface Centre, East of the Parish Church, Crediton, EX17 2AH.
Contact: Geology Section, geology@devonassoc.org.uk
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October

10

11

11

Field trip to Torbay (Geology Section)

At 10:30, a day field trip to Torbay to be led by Professor John Mather.

DA members £5, non-members £7. Contact Jenny for full details.

Contact: Jenny Bennett, geology.trips@devonassoc.org.uk or 01647 24033

Branch AGM and President's talk (Exeter Branch)

At 14:00. The AGM will be preceded by a talk by the DA President (to be announced).
£7,toinclude a Devon tea. Booking is essential.

Venue: The Mint Methodist Centre, Fore Street, Exeter, EX4 3AT.

Contact: Rachel Armstrong, exeter@devonassoc.org.uk or 07773 110542

Power on the Bere Peninsula: an historical glimpse at the landowners and
parliamentarians (Plymouth & District Branch)

At 19:30, a talk by Clive Charlton. The story of the various lords of the manor who held
sway in the land between the rivers Tamar and Tavy. These and the two MPs that
‘represented’ Bere Alston’s ‘rotten borough’ until the 1830s political reform were a
colourful lot. No charge for entry.

Venue: The Plymouth Athenaeum, Derry's Cross, Plymouth, PLT 2SW.

Contact: Plymouth Branch, cckilvington@btinternet.com or 01752 564972.

Exercise Tiger: Disaster and Deception, 80th Anniversary Commemoration
(History Section)

At 14:00, a talk by Graham Hawkins. A Sherman tank recovered from the sea in 1984
stands at Torcross as a permanent memorial to those who died in the disastrous
Exercise Tiger in April 1944. Booking is essential before 8 October. DA members

£6, non-members £8. Includes tea and coffee. There is free parking at the village hall.
Venue: Slapton Village Hall, Wood Lane, Slapton, TQ7 2QZ.

Contact: lan Varndell, dahistory@outlook.com

Devon’s Pioneering Technologists: A coterie of influential mathematicians

(East Devon Branch)

At 14:30, a talk by Colin White. In this entertaining presentation, Colin White will
highlight the life and innovations of four of the less-well-known Devon scientists:

George Bidder, Thomas Fowler, William Froude, and John Lethbridge. This is a joint event
organised by the DA and Sidmouth Science Festival. £3 by card (preferred) or cash, at the door.
Venue: Manor Pavilion Theatre, Manor Road, Sidmouth, EX10 8RP.

Contact: East Devon Branch, eastdevon@devonassoc.org.uk

The Fiddle Tunes of William Andrews (Music and Folklore Section)

At 19:30, a tribute to William Andrews, the Dartmoor Fiddler from Sheepstor, who in his
late 80s allowed Sabine Baring-Gould to collect 29 traditional folk tunes. Wren Music
has pulled the tunes together and this is a tribute to both collector and player.
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Doors open 7pm. Tickets £15 standard.
Venue: Church Hall, 4 Market St, Okehampton, EX20 THN.
Contact: Pam Wallinder, damfs@devonassoc.org.uk

The witchcraft series: fear, myth and magic. (Literature & Art Section)

At 14:30, an illustrated talk by Anne Jackson (annejackson.co.uk). Anne is an
exceptionally talented textile artist, working in knotted tapestry and exhibiting
internationally. Her long-term project, ‘The Witchcraft Series’ explores the power that
the idea of ‘the witch’holds in our culture. DA members £3, non-members £5.
Venue: Boniface Centre, East of the Parish Church, Crediton, EX17 2AH.

Contact: Robin Wootton, r.j.wootton@exeter.ac.uk or 01392 275332

The Folklore of Devon (DA Monthly Lecture Series)

At 19:00, an online Zoom talk by Mark Norman, DA's Recorder of Folklore.
See devonassoc.org.uk/dace for full details. Booking essential.

No charge, but donations welcome.

Contact: lan Varndell, trustee.imv@devonassoc.org.uk

Talk on Dunkeswell Airfield (Industrial Archaeology Section)

At 11:00, Brian Lane-Smith (Chairman of South West Heritage Airfields) will talk on the
history of Dunkeswell Airfield and the death of Joe Kennedy, Jr.

Venue: Uplowman Village Hall, Uplowman, Tiverton, EX16 7DN.

Contact: Industrial Archaeology Section, iasda@devonassoc.org.uk

Devon DNA: Celtic, Saxon or Viking? (Tavistock & West Devon Branch)

At 14:00, Dr Wyn Cudlip, a retired research scientist, will give an overview of the
principles of genetic testing for family history research, and describe the various genetic
tests available from several different testing companies. DA members £2, non-members £3.
Venue: Tavistock Parish Centre, 5a Plymouth Road, Tavistock, PL19 8AU.

Contact: Wyn Cudlip, tavistock@devonassoc.org.uk or 07762 768765

Devon Music and Folklore (Bideford & N Devon Branch)

At 14:00, a talk by Mark Norman. Mark is the founder and librarian archivist of the
National Folklore Library and Archive, and is a trustee of and Recorder of Folklore for
the DA. The talk will be on the folklore of the county and some of those who have
collected it. DA members £3, non-members £5.

Venue: Burton Art Gallery & Museum, Kingsley Road, Bideford, EX39 2QQ.

Contact: Bideford Branch, bideford@devonassoc.org.uk

Axminster and its Heritage, with AGM (Buildings Section)

At 10:00, the Buildings Section’s autumn meeting. We will be the guests of Axminster
Heritage, a charitable organisation run by trustees and volunteers. Includes the Section
AGM, an illustrated talk by David Knapman on Axminster and its Notable Buildings,

a sandwich lunch, a tour of the town, its church and the museum. £15 to include all
refreshments. No charge for AGM. Members of the Section have priority.

Venue: Axminster Heritage Centre, Thomas Whitty House, Silver Street, Axminster, EX13 5AH.
Contact: Lydia Burge, lydiaburge101@gmail.com
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A Sleuth in Wellies Digs the Dirt on Dartmoor (Geology Section)

At 10:30, a talk by Tim Harrod. Fascinated by geomorphology and biogeography from an
early age, he obtained a PhD and joined the Soil Survey of England and Wales where he
helped make systematic soil surveys across the Southwest. The programme ended before
the final survey (of northern Dartmoor) could be tackled. After retirement he had the
opportunity to survey this missing area as a pro bono publico project. This talk describes
that survey: not only the science, but also incidental experiences including insights into
landscape evolution, land use, local history and character, and even the odd scurrilous
story. DA members £4, non-members £5.

Venue: Boniface Centre, East of the Parish Church, Crediton, EX17 2AH.

Contact: Geology Section, geology@devonassoc.org.uk

A Celebration of W. G. Hoskins’ Devon (History Section)

From 14:00, an afternoon of talks and readings. 2024 is the 70th anniversary of the
publication of W. G. Hoskins’ landmark book, Devon. Born in Exeter, Professor Hoskins
(DA President in 1978) had a deep love for and profound knowledge of Devon.

His book is still essential reading today for anyone interested in the history of our county.
To mark this anniversary the DA is hosting an afternoon of short talks by a panel of
leading Devon archaeologists and historians. They will share their appreciation of
Hoskins’ work by reading their favourite passages from Devon. Tickets £5, to include
tea/coffee and biscuits, via ticketsource.co.uk or by cheque. Book before 1 November.
Venue: The Mint Methodist Centre, Fore Street, Exeter, EX4 3AT.

Contact: History Section, history@devonassoc.org.uk

Visit to St Michael and All Angels, Heavitree (Buildings Section)

At 13:30, a visit to the church of St Michael and All Angels, Heavitree, Exeter. It is a
magnificent example of a Gothic Revival church, built by local architect David
Mackintosh, with a landmark tower by E. H. Harbottle and a stunning reredos by

Sir George Gilbert Scott. A presentation by Dr Bridget Gillard The History of St Michael’s
Church in Ten Objects, will be followed by master glazier and stained-glass artist,
Andrew Johnson, on the stained glass windows. £10 to include a cream tea.

Venue: St Michael and All Angels church, 5 Church Street, Heavitree, Exeter, EX2 5EP.
Contact: Lydia Burge, lydiaburge101@gmail.com

Sampson and Sidmouth - From Council Houses to a Major Hotel

(East Devon Branch)

At 14:30, a talk by Nigel Hyman. Although Sidmouth is described as a Regency town,

it was the architect R. W. Sampson (1866-1950) who shaped its appearance between the
1890s and 1930s. Craftsmanship and attention to detail were his hallmarks and the sheer
range of his building styles is staggering. In this talk, Nigel Hyman will show how
Sampson’s legacy is still highly visible in Sidmouth today. DA members £3,
non-members £4, by card or cash.

Venue: Manor Pavilion Theatre, Manor Road, Sidmouth, EX10 8RP.

Contact: East Devon Branch, eastdevon@devonassoc.org.uk
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15 The Penrose Almshouses of Barnstaple (Bideford & N Devon Branch)
At 14:00, a talk by Collette Hall, Conservation Officer for North Devon District Council.
She will guide us through the historic almshouses of Barnstaple — who built them and
why, and who the inhabitants might have been. DA members £3, non-members £5.
Venue: Burton Art Gallery & Museum, Kingsley Road, Bideford, EX39 2QQ.
Contact: Bideford Branch, bideford@devonassoc.org.uk

15 The link between social change in Devon and the environment
(Tavistock & West Devon Branch)
At 19:30, Professor Ralph Fyfe, Associate Dean for Research at the University of Plymouth,
studies how past societies influenced and shaped their surroundings, and applies this
information to conservation and management of current and future environmental
change. DA members £2, non-members £3.
Venue: Tavistock Parish Centre, 5a Plymouth Road, Tavistock, PL19 8AU.
Contact: Wyn Cudlip, tavistock@devonassoc.org.uk or 07762 768765

19 Journal notes or poetry?: Examining the manuscripts of Ted Hughes's poetry of
farming in Devon in Moortown Diary (DA Monthly Lecture Series)
At 20:00, an online Zoom talk by Carrie Smith, senior lecturer at Cardiff University. See
devonassoc.org.uk/dace for full details. Booking essential. No charge, but donations welcome
Contact: lan Varndell, trustee.imv@devonassoc.org.uk

21 Walking the Lanes: in Search of the Medieval Church (South Devon Branch)
At 14:15, a talk by Dr Sue Andrew. Sue will consider the difficulties and delights of seeking
out the medieval church in Devon. Much of our churches' medieval decoration has been
lost, but there are remarkable survivals in remote places which can help us reconnect with
the religion of our forebears. DA members £2, non-members £4.
Venue: Newton'’s Place, 43 Wolborough St, Newton Abbot, TQ12 1JQ.
Contact: South Devon Branch, southdevon@devonassoc.org.uk or 07771 277761

December

5 Cornish Lithium (Geology Section)
At 18:30, an online Zoom talk by a speaker from Cornish Lithium, the innovative mineral
extraction company that focuses on the responsible extraction of lithium in Cornwall.
The talk will explain different types of lithium extraction from both the hard rock and
geothermal water projects. No charge but donations are welcome.
Contact: Geology Section, geology@devonassoc.org.uk
6 Sidmouth's World of Trees (East Devon Branch)

At 14:30, a talk by Ed Dolphin. Sidmouth has a remarkable international treescape and
Ed will present highlights from his new book, Sidmouth’s World of Trees which explores
the origins of some of the trees and how they came to live in Sidmouth.

DA members £3, non-members £4, by card (preferred) or cash.

Venue: Manor Pavilion Theatre, Manor Road, Sidmouth, EX10 8RP.

Contact: East Devon Branch, eastdevon@devonassoc.org.uk
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In Dulci Jubilo - organ recital by David Davies

At 14:30, the Devonshire Association’s Christmas Event 2024. Full details to be advised.
Venue: Buckfast Abbey Church, Buckfast.

Contact: events@devonassoc.org.uk or 07742 148865

Making the most of local railways - Community Rail and the work of the

Devon & Cornwall Rail Partnership (Plymouth & District Branch)

At 19:30, a talk by Richard Burningham, MBE. Since 1998 Richard has managed Britain’s
first rail partnership, the Devon & Cornwall Rail Partnership, based at the University of
Plymouth. It is a non-profit partnership between local authorities, the railway and the
university and its objectives include promoting the branch lines, engaging the
community, supporting economic growth and helping deliver improvements. No charge.
Venue: The Plymouth Athenaeum, Derry's Cross, Plymouth, PL1T 2SW.

Contact: Plymouth Branch, cckilvington@btinternet.com or 01752 564972

Marine life of the Teign Estuary (South Devon Branch)

At 14:15, an illustrated talk by Mike Puleston of the Shores of South Devon Marine Life
Interest Organisation. The talk will focus on the surprising range of life that thrives in the
challenging environment of the intertidal zone. DA members £2, non-members £4.
Venue: Newton'’s Place, 43 Wolborough St, Newton Abbot, TQ12 1JQ.

Contact: South Devon Branch, southdevon@devonassoc.org.uk or 07771 277761

New Year Plant Hunt (Botany Section)

At 11:00, the annual New Year Plant Hunt, at Bovey Tracey. A joint meeting with Devon
Wildlife Trust. Meet at Station Road Car Park (£1.80) Bovey Tracey TQ13 9AL. Mainly on
footpaths. Please contact the leader if you wish to attend. Non members are welcome.
Contact: Frances Billinge, fbillinge@btinternet.com

2025

January

8

10

AGM 2025 and members' presentations (Plymouth & District Branch)

At 19:30, the Branch AGM and members’ presentations. Members are invited to bring digital
images, exhibits, mini-talks etc (offers to the Secretary in advance please). No charge.
Venue: The Plymouth Athenaeum, Derry's Cross, Plymouth, PL1T 2SW.

Contact: Plymouth Branch, cckilvington@btinternet.com or 01752 564972.

The Lower Otter Restoration Project (East Devon Branch)

At 14:30, a talk by Dr Sam Bridgewater. This is a major civil engineering enterprise to adapt
and enhance the downstream part of the River Otter, its estuary, and its immediate
surroundings in the face of a rapidly changing climate. Apart from strengthening sea
defences, the project has created 55 hectares of new intertidal habitat for wildlife.

DA members £3, non-members £4, card payment preferred. Includes refreshments.

Note the change of venue while the Manor Pavilion is being renovated this year.

Venue: Kennaway House, Sidmouth, EX10 8NG.

Contact: East Devon Branch, eastdevon@devonassoc.org.uk
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16 Shaldon Wildlife Trust - The small zoo making a big difference
(South Devon Branch)
At 14:15, a talk by Zac Showell. DA members £2, non-members £4.
Venue: Newton’s Place, 43 Wolborough St, Newton Abbot, TQ12 1JQ.
Contact: South Devon Branch, southdevon@devonassoc.org.uk or 07771 277761
17 Judith Ackland and Stella Edwards at Bucks Mills (Bideford & N Devon Branch)
At 14:00, a talk by Rachel Marsh. DA members £3, non-members £5.
Venue: Burton Art Gallery & Museum, Kingsley Road, Bideford, EX39 2QQ.
Contact: Bideford Branch, bideford@devonassoc.org.uk
21 Artists and their Origins: Sir Charles Lock Eastlake (1793-1865) and his place within
the nineteenth-century art world of Plymouth (DA Monthly Lecture Series)
At 19:00, an online Zoom talk by Susanna Avery-Quash. Lead Curator at the National
Gallery, London. See devonassoc.org.uk/dace for full details.
Booking essential. No charge, but donations welcome.
Contact: lan Varndell, trustee.imv@devonassoc.org.uk
25 AGM 2025 (Literature & Art Section)
At 14:30, the AGM of the Literature and Art Section. No charge.
Venue: Boniface Centre, East of the Parish Church, Crediton, EX17 2AH.
Contact: Literature & Art Section, litart@devonassoc.org.uk
27 AGM 2025 (History Section)
At 14:00, the AGM of the History Section. To be followed by a talk by Amber Flood:
Suggesting social change and other "monstrous” requests in the Devon and Exeter
Institution, c. 1813-1892. Free for History Section members, non-members £3.00.
Booking essential, by 24 January.
Venue: The Mint Methodist Centre, Fore Street, Exeter, EX4 3AT.
Contact: lan Varndell, dahistory@outlook.com or 07769 335506 (leave message)
February
10 AGM 2025 (Music and Folklore Section)
At 18:30, Section AGM. To be held online by Zoom. Details to follow.
Contact: Pam Wallinder, damfs@devonassoc.org.uk
12 Linnaeus Tripe - Devonport's Pioneer Photographer (Plymouth & District Branch)
At 19:30, a talk by Nigel Overton. No charge.
Venue: The Plymouth Athenaeum, Derry's Cross, Plymouth, PL1 2SW.
Contact: Plymouth Branch, cckilvington@btinternet.com or 01752 564972
14 AGM and a talk on Trinity House (East Devon Branch)

At 14:30, a short Branch AGM followed by a talk by Captain David Parson MNM. Have
you ever wondered who looks after the major lighthouses around England, Wales and the
Channel Islands? How did they come to be there in the first place? Incorporated by
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Royal Charter by Henry VIl in 1514, Trinity House is today a vital part of Britain’s maritime
community. DA members £3, non-members £4, card payment preferred. Includes
refreshments.

Venue: Kennaway House, Sidmouth, EX10 8NG.

Contact: East Devon Branch, eastdevon@devonassoc.org.uk

20 AGM 2025 and President's talk (South Devon Branch)
At 14:15, Branch AGM and a talk by DA's President, Simon Timms: Delving into Deepest
Devon. No charge.
Venue: Newton’s Place, 43 Wolborough St, Newton Abbot, TQ12 1JQ.
Contact: South Devon Branch, southdevon@devonassoc.org.uk or 07771 277761.

21 North Devon Listed Houses (Bideford & N Devon Branch)
At 14:00, popular Appledore-based historian David Carter returns with a personal look at
the history of some of the buildings of North Devon which he has researched in recent
years. All the buildings are quirky or mysterious in some way, especially the ones that are
not there anymore! DA members £3, non-members £5.
Venue: Burton Art Gallery & Museum, Kingsley Road, Bideford, EX39 2QQ.
Contact: Bideford Branch, bideford@devonassoc.org.uk

22 AGM 2025 and Lecture (Geology Section)
At 10:00, the Section’s AGM followed by a lecture from Professor John Winchester, entitled
The 1960s Australian Mineral Boom — a Personal Experience of its End. Arriving in Australia
in 1970, John Winchester witnessed the peak and incipient decline of the 1960s Australian
mineral boom. This is an account of his experiences as a novice exploration geologist, first
seeking base metals in Queensland and in New South Wales, followed by a quest for nickel
in Western Australia which eventually yielded — uranium. No charge to attend the AGM,
but for the lecture: DA members £4, non-members £5.
Venue: Newton’s Place, 43 Wolborough St, Newton Abbot, TQ12 1JQ.
Contact: Geology Section, geology@devonassoc.org.uk

22 Annual Members’ Day (Botany Section)
At 11:00, the Annual Members’ Day at Whiddon Down Village Hall. A day of talks and other
activities celebrating Devon’s flora and the activities of the Section over the last year.
The main speaker is to be confirmed. There will be a short amount of Section administrative
business. The hall will be open from 10:30. No charge.
Venue: Whiddon Down Village Hall, S$X691925, EX20 2QT
Contact: Tim Purches, botany@devonassoc.org.uk or 01752 795256

March

12 Plymouth and Dartmoor Railway (Plymouth & District Branch)
At 19:30, Simon Dell, MBE will give a talk about the Plymouth and Dartmoor Railway
(‘Tyrwhitt’s Tramway’). No charge.
Venue: The Plymouth Athenaeum, Derry's Cross, Plymouth, PL1T 2SW.
Contact: Plymouth Branch, cckilvington@btinternet.com or 01752 564972




DIARY

14 The Story of Axmouth Harbour (East Devon Branch)
At 14:30, a talk by Nigel Daniel. In ancient times Axmouth harbour was of considerable
significance, but from the mid-1400s, a developing shingle spit has encroached,
threatening to close off the once large estuary. Against the odds though, this small
distinctive port survives and now serves leisure and fishing interests. DA members
£3, non-members £4, card payment preferred. Includes refreshments.
Venue: Kennaway House, Sidmouth, EX10 8NG.
Contact: East Devon Branch, eastdevon@devonassoc.org.uk

20 Devon's Butterflies (South Devon Branch)
At 14:15, a talk on Devon'’s butterflies by Jenny Plackett, Conservation Manager South West
for Butterfly Conservation. Cost TBA.
Venue: Newton’s Place, 43 Wolborough St, Newton Abbot, TQ12 1JQ.
Contact: South Devon Branch, southdevon@devonassoc.org.uk or 07771 277761

21 The Hospital ship Glenart Castle sunk off Hartland (Bideford & N Devon Branch)
At 14:00, a talk by Keith Denby. The story of the sinking, by German U-Boat, of the hospital
ship Glenart Castle in 1918 with the loss of over 150 lives. There is a memorial at Hartland
Point to those who lost their lives in this disaster. Keith is an experienced local diver who
has visited the wreck at 75 m depth. DA members £3, non-members £5.
Venue: Burton Art Gallery & Museum, Kingsley Road, Bideford, EX39 2QQ.
Contact: Bideford Branch, bideford@devonassoc.org.uk

22 The secret life of Caroline Hart (Literature & Art Section)
At 14:30, a talk by Nick Arnold. In the 1900s the world’s best-selling author (sometimes
published in the USA under the pen-name Caroline Hart) was a town councillor in Devon
named Charles Garvice. This talk tells the surprising and often funny story of the most
famous writer you have never heard of. Nick Arnold is a historian and writer based in
North Devon. He is also the author of the internationally acclaimed Horrible Science series
of books. Cost TBA.
Venue: Boniface Centre, East of the Parish Church, Crediton, EX17 2AH.
Contact: Robin Wootton, r.j.wootton@exeter.ac.uk or 01392 275332

April

10 UK Sire Services (South Devon Branch)
At 14:15, a talk by Robert Wills about his innovative cattle breeding business based in
Devon. Cost TBA.
Venue: Newton'’s Place, 43 Wolborough St, Newton Abbot, TQ12 1JQ.
Contact: South Devon Branch, southdevon@devonassoc.org.uk or 07771 277761

12 Jane Austen’s Devon Connections (Literature & Art Section)

At 14:30, a talk by Hazel Jones. Details to follow.
Venue: Boniface Centre, East of the Parish Church, Crediton, EX17 2AH.
Contact: Robin Wootton, r.j.wootton@exeter.ac.uk or 01392 275332
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